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nine short stories centred round a golf club and related by the oldest member who sits

in a corner observing the highs and lows of younger members in matters of golf and

love characters appear in more than one story
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the woman he left behind it took serious injuries from a roadside bomb to bring war

photographer drew michaels back to his estranged wife larissa his need for adventure

had ultimately pushed larissa toward the warm embrace of the church and away from

him but now being back in such close quarters with his first and only love was stirring

up feelings of peace and comfort he d suppressed long ago yet his secrets could once

again tear him away from the woman to whom he d uttered the words i do

a children s novel by the italian author edmondo de amicis who was a novelist

journalist short story writer and poet the novel is his best known work to this day

having been inspired by his own children furio and ugo who had been schoolboys at

the time it is set during the italian unification and includes several patriotic themes it

was issued by treves on october 18 1886 the first day of school in italy and rose to

immediate success through its investigation of social issues such as poverty heart shows

the influence of left wing ideologies on de amicis work he was later to join the italian

socialist party because of this the book remained influential and the staple of many

textbooks in countries of the eastern bloc on the other hand the book s strong

evocation of italian nationalism and patriotism also made it very welcome in fascist

italy he novel is written in a diary form as told by enrico bottini an 11 year old

primary school student in turin with an upper class background who is surrounded by

classmates of working class origin the entire chronological setting corresponds to the

third grade season of 1881 82 enrico says it has been four years since the death of

victor emmanuel ii king of italy and the succession by umberto i and also tells about

the death of giuseppe garibaldi which happened in 1882 enrico s parents and older

sister silvia interact with him as written in his diary as well as his teacher who assigns

him with homework that deals with several different stories of children throughout the

italian states who should be seen as role models these stories are then given in the

book as enrico comes upon reading them every story revolves around a different moral

value the most prominent of which are helping those in need having great love and

respect for family and friends and patriotism these are called the monthly stories and

appear at the end of every school month
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