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this publication and study of new source material on the jannes and jambres tale provides
fascinating fresh insights into the epic struggle between moses and the magicians when
israel left egypt
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the focus of this volume is the editio princeps of papyrus chester beatty xvi the

apocryphon of jannes and jambres composed in greek perhaps as early as the first

century ¢ e a full commentary accompanies the edited text an introductory section

discusses the numerous references to the two magicians who appear in jewish christian

and pagan literatures as moses crafty opponents at the time of israel s exodus from egypt

their exploits are recounted in over half a dozen languages from the syriac east to the latin

west and from egypt s deserts to king alfred s court the apocryphon is placed in its graeco

roman context but is also discussed as a backdrop for the faust saga of european

literature a basic book for anyone interested in biblical and related literatures
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