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rené descartes is arguably the most important seventeenth century thinker and the father of modern philosophy yet his unique

method and its divergence from the method of hisscholastic predecessors and contemporaries raises complex and often challenging

issues descartes a guide for the perplexed is a clear and thorough account of descartes philosophy his major works and ideas

providing an ideal guide to the important and complex thought of this key philosopher the book covers the whole range of descartes

philosophical work offering a thematic review of his thought together with detailed examination of the texts commonly encountered

by students including the discourse on method and meditations on first philosophy this book provides a cogent and reliable survey

of the philosophical trends and influences apparent in descartes thought

ecumenism a guide for the perplexed is a comprehensive introduction to the methods achievements and future prospects of the

modern ecumenical movement the authors begin the volume by charting out a serviceable definition of ecumenism a term that has
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long been a source of confusion for students of theology and church history they review the chronology of the modern ecumenical

movement and highlight the major events figures accomplishments and impasses this historical survey is followed by critical

examinations of three significant challenges for contemporary ecumenical theology and practice along the way the authors provide

commentary upon the difficulties and prospects that the ecumenical movement might anticipate as it enters this new millennium

although the doctrine of the trinity is a core christian belief it remains contested in terms of how it is conceptualized and expressed

this essential guide expounds different conceptual models and the technical language used to express these models providing a

complete overview as well as new insights into the area the trinity a guide for the perplexed is an essential read for students of

christian theology

continuum s guides for the perplexed are clear concise and accessible introductions to thinkers writers and subjects that students

and readers can find especially challenging concentrating specifically on what it is that makes the subject difficult to fathom these

books explain and explore key themes and ideas guiding the reader towards a thorough understanding of demanding material

this is a student s guide to the life and work of augustine a notoriously challenging thinker widely read in philosophy and christian

theology the book provides a concise and coherent overview of augustine introducing all the key concepts and themes and is ideal

for undergraduates who require more than just a simple introduction to his work and thought

continuum s guides for the perplexed are clear concise and accessible introductions to thinkers writers and subjects that students

and readers can find especially challenging concentrating specifically on what it is that makes the subject difficult to fathom these
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books explain and explore key themes and ideas guiding the reader towards a thorough understanding of demanding material

immanuel kant s influence and importance are difficult to exaggerate his three critiques of pure reason of practical reason and of

judgment  standing as landmark works in  the western philosophical  canon anyone interested in  or  studying philosophy will

encounter  kant  and  hope  to  reach  a  detailed  understanding  of  his  work  nevertheless  kant  is  far  from being  an  easy  or

straightforward subject for study the ideas entailed in his work and the connections between them are complex and the language in

which they are expressed is frequently opaque kant a guide for the perplexed is the ideal text for anyone finding it difficult to make

headway with this key philosopher it offers a detailed account of each of the three critiques and the relationship between them in so

doing it ranges over kant s epistemology ethics political philosophy aesthetics and philosophy of religion and explores his legacy for

german idealism valuably the book provides a way through kant s often impenetrable prose written with students in mind and

tailored to meet their specific needs this is a reliable authoritative and illuminating guide to one of the central pillars of modern

philosophy

paul ricoeur was one of the giants of contemporary continental philosophy he also knew and drew upon the analytic tradition over a

long life he pursued questions of philosophical anthropology as they relate to a good life lived with and for others in just institutions

his work has been translated into numerous languages and widely discussed by legal theorists historians literary critics and

theologians as well as philosophers ricoeur a guide for the perplexed is the ideal text to support anyone trying to reach a firm

understanding of this important contemporary philosopher the guide locates ricoeur s output in its historical and intellectual context

provides an overview of ricoeur s central ideas and defines carefully the key terms in his philosophical writing close attention is

paid to each of ricoeur s major works including the conflict of interpretations and from text to action ricoeur s importance for
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particular disciplines including literary criticism social theory political philosophy and theology is explained and explored above all

this guide for the perplexed offers constructive and illuminating suggestions for how to read ricoeur a major contribution to ricoeur

scholarship in its own right it is also an invaluable companion to be read alongside ricoeur s own works
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