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this introductory text presents a unique approach to the examination of
sociological principles it draws you into the material and encourages a deeper
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understanding of the discipline by focusing on such overarching questions as how
do sociologists study society how is society possible why is there misery in the
world and are human beings free you ll learn about the philosophies of classical
sociologists such as marx weber durkheim mead and berger and look at how the
field of sociology has approached these questions over the past 150 years you ll
also consider the benefits and drawbacks of globalization read about how
individuals can affect society and learn how the tea party political movement and
the revolution in egypt illustrate social conflict as you explore sociology s
compelling questions you ll find that there are often no clear and ready answers

this updated edition provides an ideal teaching text for first year university and
college courses

understand how society works and how to make it better it s impossible to exist in
the contemporary world without being aware that powerful social forces ideas
and movements metoo climate change and black lives matter to name just a few
are having far reaching impacts on how we think and live but why are they
happening and what are their likely effects the new edition of sociology for
dummies gives you the tools to step back from your personal experience and
study these questions objectively testing the observable phenomena of the
human world against established theories and making usable sense of the results
in a friendly jargon free style sociologist and broadcaster jay gabler introduces
you to sociology s history and basic methods and once you have your sociological
lens adjusted makes it clear how to survey the big questions of culture gender
ethnicity religion politics and crime with new eyes you ll find everything you need
to succeed in an introductory sociology class as well as to apply sociological ideas
to give you extra insight into your personal and professional life get a working
knowledge of sociology 101 understand how human communities work engage
more deeply with debates on social justice healthcare and more interpret and use
sociological methods and research whether you re studying sociology at school or
just want to gain deeper insight into our collective life sociology for dummies
gives you the tools to understand the mechanisms of the human world and the
knowledge to influence how they work for the better

comprehensive and engaging this textbook introduces students not only to
foundational sociological work but also to insights from contemporary
sociological theory and research this combined approach ensures that students
become familiar with the core of sociology key concepts theories perspectives
methods and findings students will acquire the ability to think like a sociologist
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investigate and understand complex social phenomena this text presents a
complete sociological toolkit guiding students in the art of asking good
sociological questions devising a sophisticated theory and developing
methodologies to observe social phenomena the chapters of this book build
cumulatively to equip students with the tools to quickly understand any new
sociological topic or contemporary social problem the textbook also applies the
sociological toolkit to selected key sociological issues showing how specific
sociological topics can be easily investigated and understood using this approach
taking a global and comparative perspective the book covers a rich diversity of
sociological topics and social problems such as crime immigration race and
ethnicity media education family organizations gender poverty modernization and
religion the book presents a range of helpful pedagogical features throughout
such as chapter overview and learning goals summaries at the start of every
chapter thinking like a sociologist boxes encouraging students to reflect critically
on learning points principle boxes summarizing key sociological principles theory
schema boxes presenting sociological theories in a clear understandable manner
stylized facts highlighting key empirical findings and patterns key concepts and
summary sections at the end of every chapter and companion website providing
additional material for every chapter for both instructors and students including
powerpoint lecture notes discussion questions and answers multiple choice
questions further reading and a full glossary of terms this clear and accessible
text is essential reading for students taking introductory courses in sociology it
will also be useful for undergraduate and graduate courses in other social science
disciplines such as psychology economics human geography demography
communication studies education sciences political science and criminology

historical developments and theoretical approaches in sociology in two volumes is
a component of encyclopedia of social sciences and humanities in the global
encyclopedia of life support systems eolss which is an integrated compendium of
twenty encyclopedias sociology is one of several social science disciplines and
smaller bodies of knowledge which seeks to understand the patterns in social life
there is a broad congruence between the objective configurations of social life
and the components of the disciplines studying them the body of sociological
knowledge is socially constructed and the pathways to its gaining of knowledge
influenced by a variety of factors moreover since social life is ever changing
sociology often has to scramble to catch up with the changing social world this
work is built up around four broad topics the first providing important shared
contextual material and then followed by three broad levels of social analysis with
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each of these four parts containing a number of chapters with more specific and
in depth information the theme essay provides a general introduction and
overview of the theme as a whole in total the work holds 40 contributions written
by a selection of many international renowned specialists from 12 countries it was
important to obtain a wide range of viewpoints giving the ways in which social
issues arise quite differently in a range of countries these two volumes are aimed
at the following five major target audiences university and college students
educators professional practitioners research personnel and policy analysts
managers and decision makers ngos and gos

the author is a proud sponsor of the 2020 sage keith roberts teaching innovations
award enabling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual
asa pre conference teaching and learning workshop given the complexity of the
issues the study of social problems requires indeed demands specialized focus by
experts a javier treviño a javier treviño working with a panel of experts thoroughly
examines all aspects of social problems providing a contemporary and
authoritative introduction to the field each chapter is written by a specialist on
that particular topic and the unique contributed format ensures that the research
and examples provided are the most current and relevant available the text is
framed around three major themes intersectionality the interplay of race ethnicity
class and gender the global scope of many problems and how researchers take an
evidence based approach to studying problems a complete teaching learning
package interactive ebook includes access to multimedia tools and much more
save when you bundle the interactive ebook with the new edition order using
bundle isbn 978 1 5443 3089 1 learn more sage coursepacks free easily import our
quality instructor and student resource content into your school s learning
management system lms and save time learn more sage edge free online
resources for students that make learning easier see how your students benefit

across disciplines critical thinking is praised taught and put into practice but what
does it actually mean to think critically in this brief volume sociologist joel best
examines how to evaluate arguments and the evidence used to support them as
he hones in on how to think in the field of sociology and beyond with inimitable
style that melds ethnographic verve with dry humor best examines the ways in
which sociologists engage in fuzzy thinking through bias faddish cultural waves
spurious reasoning and implicit bias the short chapters cover a general
introduction to critical thinking and logic in the social sciences sociology as an
enterprise key issues in thinking critically about sociological research challenging
questions that confront sociologists and a call for the discipline to meet those
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challenges students across disciplines will learn the building blocks of critical
thinking in a sociological context and come away with key concepts to put into
practice
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