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language and context breaks new ground in our understanding of the relationship between register genre and context
leckie tarry argues convincingly and engagingly for a functional theory of language which specifies register in terms
of contextual and linguistic features and which suggests a discursive relationship between the two moving beyond
the limits of much of today s theory this accessible volume develops a theoretical understanding of the relationship
between text context langage function and linguistic form helen leckie tarry a specialist in the area of register and
applied linguistics died in 1991 aged 49 although she had finished a large part of this work her notes and draft
chapters have been extensively edited by professor david birch david birch is currently professor of communication
and media studies at central queensland university australia and previously taught at murdoch university western
australia and the national university of singapore

the last decade has seen a fundamental rethinking of the concept of context rather than functioning solely as a
constraint on linguistic performance context is now also analysed as a product of language use in this new
perspective language and context are seen as interactively achieved phenomena rather than predefined sets of forms
and contents the essays in this collection written by many of the leading figures in the social sciences critically
reexamine the concept of context from a variety of different angles and propose new ways of thinking about it with
reference to specific human activities such as face to face interaction radio talk medical diagnosis political
encounters and socialisation practices each essay is prefaced by an introduction by the editors which provides
relevant theoretical and methodological background and demonstrates its relation to other essays in the volume the
editors general introduction provides a lucid overview of the issues currently debated rethinking context will be
required reading for everyone working within the fields of linguistic anthropology sociolinguistics discourse analysis
pragmatics conversation analysis and the sociology of language

the papers in this volume represent varied views on the role of context in language learning
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this accessible and engaging textbook offers a practical approach to understanding the complexity of language by
exploring language use and language learning in a wide variety of contexts bringing together leading specialists who
are active researchers in the field of linguistics this book introduces readers to major fields of language study by
focusing on social cultural and historical factors that show the dynamic nature of language topics explored include
first and second language acquisition grammar meaning making and pragmatics language use and technology
language variation and english as a global language this book surveys major principles and shows how to apply
them through structured discussion topics and activities to facilitate a greater understanding and appreciation of
language this is essential reading for undergraduate students taking courses in linguistics and language use and a
valuable resource for students of communication studies media studies sociology and anthropology

natural languages all contain constructions the interpretation of which depends upon the situation in which they are
used in language and context jason stanley presents a series of essays which develop a theory of how the situation
in which we speak interacts with the words we use to help produce what we say the reason we can so smoothly
operate with sentences that can be used to express very different items of information stanley argues is that there
are linguistically mandated constraints on the effects of the situation on what we say these linguistically mandated
constraints are most evident in the cases of sentences containing explicit pronouns such as she is a mathematician
where interpretation of the information expressed is guided by the use of the pronoun she but even when such
explicit pronouns are lacking our sentences provide similar cues to allow our interlocutors to determine the
information expressed we are in the main confident that our interlocutors will smoothly grasp what we say because
the grammar and meaning of our sentences encodes these constraints in defending this theory stanley pays close
attention to specific cases of context sensitive constructions such as quantified noun phrases comparative adjectives
and conditionals philosophers and cognitive scientist have appealed to the dependence of what is intuitively said by
a sentence on the situation in which it is uttered to argue against the possibility of a systematic theory of meaning
for natural language the theory developed in this book is a vigorous defense of the possibility of a systematic theory
of meaning for natural language against these influential tendencies
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this book explores how young children s language development is intricately connected to the context in which it
takes place the term context not only specifies a geographical location but also encompasses notions of culture
community and activity context also refers to discourse features and functions and to the relationships between the
speakers every context thus embodies specific practices intentions and values which privilege particular words
phrases meanings and communication conventions each chapter highlights the dynamic fluid and multifaceted
interplays between language and context to illustrate how context in every sense is inextricably intertwined with
young children s language and literacy learning opportunities the chapters interrogate the topic of young children s
language in context by collectively exploring the multiple ways that context broadly and variously conceptualised
intersects with language and literacy experiences authors examine how contexts shape language and literacy learning
opportunities how children s language shapes their social interactive and relationship contexts and how their
language and literacy experiences are themselves contexts which create socially and culturally endorsed ways to
represent ideas intentions and expectations this book will be of interest to researchers and advanced students of
early childhood education and language development it was originally published as a special issue in the
international journal of early years education

context and communication offers an introduction to a central theme in the study of language the various ways in
which what we say or ask or think depends on the context of speech and thought the period since 1970 has
produced a vast literature on this topic both by philosophers and by linguists this book explores key data questions
concepts and theories of context sensitivity it is written to be accessible to someone with no prior knowledge ofthe
material or indeed any prior knowledge of philosophy and is ideal for use as part of a philosophy of language
course by students of philosophy or linguistics

this is an important collection of papers by a distinguished personality in the field topics covered include second
language acquisition syllabus design methodology and methods listening speaking vocabulary and grammar issues in
applied linguistics are summarised and presented with clarity and their practical implications explored thus making
the vital connection between theory and practice in language teaching language teachers and students of applied
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linguistics will find this collection contains a wide range of recent work in linguistics presented in a lucid and
highly accessible form

this book covers the relevance of theories on language analysis to tesol showing students how to understand and
evaluate tesol methodology curriculum and materials in terms of cooperation politeness conversation structure
ideology power varieties domains and genre students will be able to consider different ways of teaching in relation
to these theories and will be encouraged to design tasks and lessons with a sociological and cultural focus key
features written specifically for those studying tesol teaching shows practical applications of language analysis theory
to the tesol classroom concepts and research are presented in an accessible way regardless of the student s level of
teaching experience or linguistic study provides group tasks and independent activities as well as suggestions for
teachers to use in their own classrooms

this volume suggests a novel treatment of context in the analysis of everyday interaction on a theoretical level it
advocates a switch of focus from context as a preestablished monolithic category which constringes co participants
verbal and nonverbal behaviour to an active notion of contextualization in order to make oneself understood
participants have to establish and maintain those shared contextual frames which in turn are relevant to the local
interpretation of their verbal and nonverbal activities on an empirical level the volume contains exemplary analyses
that show how participants employ contextualization cues of prosodic rhythm intonation tempo etc or nonverbal
gaze gesture etc nature in order to achieve context the volume is also an appraisal of the theory of contextualization
developed by john gumperz in their contributions researchers from various schools of research such as conversation
analysis micro ethnography phonetics phonology and metapragmatics relate their work to this theory

this edited volume offers a series of state of the art conceptual papers and empirical research studies which consider
how contextual factors at multiple levels dynamically interact with individuals to influence how they go about the
complex business of learning and using a second language
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for more than a decade linguistics has moved increasingly away from evaluating language as an autonomous
phenomenon towards analysing it in use and showing how its function within its social and interactional context
plays an important role in shaping in its form bringing together state of the art research from some of the most
influential scholars in linguistics today this handbook presents an extensive picture of the study of language as it
used in context across a number of key linguistic subfields and frameworks organised into five thematic parts the
volume covers a range of theoretical perspectives with each chapter surveying the latest work from areas as diverse
as syntax pragmatics psycholinguistics applied linguistics conversational analysis multimodality and computer
mediated communication comprehensive yet wide ranging the handbook presents a full description of how the
theory of context has revolutionised linguistics and how its renewed study is crucial in an ever changing world
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