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the life and legacy of one of mohammad s closest confidants and islam s patron saint ali
ibn abi talib ali ibn abi talib is arguably the single most important spiritual and intellectual
authority in islam after prophet mohammad through his teachings and leadership as fourth
caliph ali nourished islam but muslims are divided on whether he was supposed to be
mohammad s political successor and he continues to be a polarizing figure in islamic
history hassan abbas provides a nuanced compelling portrait of this towering yet divisive
figure  and  the  origins  of  sectarian  division  within  islam  abbas  reveals  how  after
mohammad ali assumed the spiritual mantle of islam to spearhead the movement that the
prophet had led while ali s teachings about wisdom justice and selflessness continue to be
cherished by both shia and sunni muslims his pluralist ideas have been buried under
sectarian agendas and power politics today abbas argues ali s legacy and message stands
against that of isis al qaeda and taliban

in 680 c e a small band of the prophet muhammads family and their followers led by his
grandson husain rose up in a rebellion against the ruling caliph yazid the family and its
supporters hopelessly outnumbered were massacred at karbala in modern day iraq the
story of karbala is the cornerstone of institutionalized devotion and mourning for millions
of shii muslims apart from its appeal to the shii community invocations of karbala have
also come to govern mystical and reformist discourses in the larger muslim world indeed
karbala even serves as the archetypal resistance and devotional symbol for many non
muslims until now though little scholarly attention has been given to the widespread and
varied employment of the karbala event in reliving karbala syed akbar hyder examines the
myriad ways that the karbala symbol has provided inspiration in south asia home to the
worlds largest muslim population rather than a unified reading of islam hyder reveals
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multiple  sometimes  conflicting  understandings  of  the  meaning  of  islamic  religious
symbols like karbala he ventures beyond traditional scriptural interpretations to discuss
the ways in which millions of very human adherents express and practice their beliefs by
using a panoramic array of sources including musical performances interviews nationalist
drama and other literary forms hyder traces the evolution of this story from its earliest
historical origins to the beginning of the twenty first century today karbala serves as a
celebration of martyrdom a source of personal and communal identity and even a tool for
political protest and struggle hyder explores how issues related to gender genre popular
culture class and migrancy bear on the cultivation of religious symbols he assesses the
manner in which religious language and identities are negotiated across contexts and
continents at a time when words like martyrdom jihad and shiism are being used and
misused for political reasons this book provides much needed scholarly redress through
his multifaceted examination of this seminal event in islamic history hyder offers an
original complex and nuanced view of religious symbols

publisher description

the series religion and society rs contributes to the exploration of religions as social
systems both in western and non western societies in particular it examines religions in
their differentiation from and intersection with other cultural systems such as art economy
law and politics due attention is given to paradigmatic case or comparative studies that
exhibit a clear theoretical orientation with the empirical and historical data of religion and
such aspects  of  religion as  ritual  the  religious  imagination constructions  of  tradition
iconography  or  media  in  addition  the  formation  of  religious  communities  their
construction of identity and their relation to society and the wider public are key issues of
this series

the book was written in reply to a booklet what is shi aism which was written by an
unknown writer and being distributed throughout east africa by the wahhabis in order to
spread discord it has been written not to hurt the feelings of anyone but to differentiate
fact from fiction and to clear the air against shi aism

islamic civilization flourished in the middle ages across a vast geographical area that
spans today s middle and near east first published in 2006 medieval islamic civilization
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examines the socio cultural history of the regions where islam took hold between the 7th
and 16th centuries this important two volume work contains over 700 alphabetically
arranged entries contributed and signed by international scholars and experts in fields
such as  arabic languages arabic literature architecture history of  science islamic arts
islamic studies middle eastern studies near eastern studies politics religion semitic studies
theology and more entries also explore the importance of interfaith relations and the
permeation of persons ideas and objects across geographical and intellectual boundaries
between europe and the islamic world this reference work provides an exhaustive and
vivid portrait  of  islamic civilization and brings together  in  one authoritative text  all
aspects of islamic civilization during the middle ages accessible to scholars students and
non specialists this resource will be of great use in research and understanding of the roots
of today s islamic society as well  as the rich and vivid culture of medieval islamic
civilization

this book seeks guidance from the prophet muhammad s life for muslims living as a
minority prominent examples include how islam was practised in makkah under constant
prejudice how muslims led their lives as migrants in abyssinia and how muslim minorities
were treated by the islamic state of madinah

the important role of the prophet muhammad in the everyday lives of muslims is usually
overlooked by western scholars  and has  consequently  never  been understood by the
western  world  using  original  sources  in  the  various  islamic  languages  annemarie
schimmel explains the central place of muhammad in muslim life mystical thought and
poetry she sees the veneration of muhammad as having many parallels in other major
religions in order to understand muslim piety it is necessary to take into account the long
history of  the veneration of  muhammad schimmel discusses aspects  of  his  life  birth
marriage  miracles  and  heavenly  journey  all  of  which  became subjects  for  religious
devotions by using poetic texts and artistic expressions and by examining daily muslim
religious  practices  schimmel  shows  us  the  gentler  side  of  islamic  religious  culture
providing a much needed understanding of religion as it is experienced and practiced in
the islamic world this is the first book in english to deal with all aspects of the veneration
of the prophet muhammad it is an expanded version of schimmel s und muhammad ist
sein prophet originally published in german in 1981
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this three volume reference work tracks the history of the caliphate as what many muslims
believe to be a genuine and authentic islamic political institution from its emergence in
seventh century arabia until highly contested and controversial attempts of its revival at
the beginning of the twenty first century by radical islamists in afghanistan and iraq no
matter how randiose such interpretations of a seemingly archaic institution may be they
show the caliphate s longevity as a rallying point real or symbolic for muslims across the
world page 4 of cover each volume
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classics, and hidden gems across fields. There's always an item new to discover.
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