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with  renowned  international  contributors  and  expert  contributions  from  a  range  of

specialisms this book will appeal to academics students and researchers of sociology

one of the leading public intellectuals of twentieth century america and a pioneering and

brilliant social scientist c wright mills left a legacy of interdisciplinary and hard hitting work

including two books that  changed the way many people viewed their  lives and the

structure of power in the united states white collar 1951 and the power elite 1956 mills

persistently  challenged  the  status  quo  within  his  profession  as  in  the  sociological

imagination 1959 and within his country until his untimely death in 1962 this collection of

letters and writings edited by his daughters allows readers to see behind mills s public

persona for the first time mills s letters to prominent figures including saul alinsky daniel

bell lewis coser carlos fuentes hans gerth irving howe dwight macdonald robert k merton

ralph miliband william miller david riesman and harvey swados are joined by his letters to

family members letter essays to an imaginary friend in russia personal narratives by his

daughters and annotations drawing on published and unpublished material including the

fbi file on mills

c wright mills was a radical public intellectual a tough talking motorcycle riding anarchist

from texas who taught sociology at columbia university mills s three most influential books

the power elite white collar and the sociological imagination were originally published by

oup and are considered classics the first collection of his writings to be published since

1963 the politics of truth contains 23 out of print and hard to find writings which show his

growth from academic sociologist to an intellectual maestro in command of a mature style

a dissenter who sought to inspire the public to oppose the drift toward permanent war

given the political deceptions of recent years mills s truth telling is more relevant than

ever  seminal  papers including letter  to  the new left  appear  alongside lesser  known

meditations such as are we losing our sense of belonging john summers provides fresh

insights in his introduction which gives an overview of mills s life and career summers has

also  written  annotations  that  establish  each  piece  s  context  and  has  drawn  up  a
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comprehensive bibliography of mills s published and unpublished writings

c wright mills s 1959 book the sociological imagination is widely regarded as one of the

most influential works of post war sociology at its heart the work is a closely reasoned

argument about the nature and aims of sociology one that sets out a manifesto and

roadmap for the field its wide acceptance and popular reception is a clear demonstration

of the rhetorical power of wright s strong reasoning skills in critical thinking reasoning

involves the creation of an argument that is strong balanced and of course persuasive in

mills  s  case this  core  argument  makes a  case for  what  he  terms the  sociological

imagination a particular quality of mind capable of analyzing how individual lives fit into

and interact with social structures only by adopting such an approach mills argues can

sociologists see the private troubles of individuals as the social issues they really are

allied to this central argument are supporting arguments for the need for sociology to

maintain its independence from corporations and governments and for social scientists to

steer away from high theory and focus on the real difficulties of everyday life carefully

organized watertight and persuasive the sociological imagination exemplifies reasoned

argument at its best

c  wright  mills  is  best  remembered  for  his  highly  acclaimed  work  the  sociological

imagination in which he set forth his views on how social science should be pursued

leading sociologist todd gitlin brings this fortieth anniversary edition up to date with a lucid

introduction in which he considers the ways social analysis has progressed since mills

first published his study in 1959 a classic in the field this book still provides rich food for

our imagination

this book offers a comprehensive guide to reading and understanding the development of

mills  s sociological  ideas placing them in the context  of  his life and his position in

american sociology

a biography of legendary sociologist c wright mills author of the power elite and white
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collar among other works by eminent sociologist irving l horowitz charles wright mills 1916

1962 was a famed sociologist social commentator and critic noted for his anti authoritarian

flamboyant character and radical ideas he has been described as an american utopian

committed to social change angered by the oppression he saw around him and critical of

what he saw as evidence of u s imperialism his legacy includes a series of classic books

including the power elite white collar and the sociological imagination and he has made a

distinctive contribution to american sociological theory especially in the area of class

power and social structure

aimed at a generation of students and activists who have probably encountered very little

of his work this is a thoughtful and engaging exploration of the critical social thought of c

wright mills

this book retraces the intellectual career of committed sociologist and maverick charles

wright mills 1916 1962 whose work is considered classic in the usa unlike some existing

works that focus primarily on mills theoretical contributions or political commitments this

book  weaves  together  the  personal  intellectual  and political  dimensions  of  mills  life

providing readers a comprehensive point of view the authors show how mills developed a

coherent intellectual  framework against which he could undertake an analysis of  the

unequal  distribution  of  power  they  re  read  the  works  of  c  wright  mills  within  an

epistemological framework that gives pride of place to classical sociology and its great

authors they also build bridges between the critical sociology of pierre bourdieu and the

politics of truth proposed by mills the book emphasizes the contemporary relevance of

mills ideas by drawing parallels between mills insights and current sociological works it

offers readers reading grids for a better understanding of today s world rediscovering the

sociological work of c wright mills allows us to revisit the history of american sociology

and to identify research orientations for today on power institutions social stratification and

the methods used to study them the book is crafted in an engaging narrative style making

complex sociological concepts accessible without sacrificing depth
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this  book has two aims to clarify  the meaning of  c  wright  mills  s  depiction of  the

sociological imagination and to use this to develop a sociological framework that assists in

understanding the process by which communal violence has ended in northern ireland

and south africa the contrast between these two societies is a familiar one but the book is

novel by developing an explanatory framework based on mills s sociological imagination

this model merges developments in the two countries at the individual social structural

and political arenas in order to account for the emergence of their peace processes

sociologist social critic and political radical c wright mills 1916 1962 was one of the

leading  public  intellectuals  in  twentieth  century  america  offering  an  important  new

understanding of mills and the times in which he lived radical ambition challenges the

captivating  caricature  that  has  prevailed  of  him  as  a  lone  rebel  critic  of  1950s

complacency instead it places mills within broader trends in american politics thought and

culture indeed daniel geary reveals that mills shared key assumptions about american

society even with those liberal intellectuals who were his primary opponents the book also

sets mills firmly within the history of american sociology and traces his political trajectory

from committed supporter  of  the old left  labor  movement  to influential  herald of  an

international new left more than just a biography radical ambition illuminates the career of

a brilliant thinker whose life and works illustrate both the promise and the dilemmas of left

wing social thought in the united states
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