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new york times bestseller if you ve ever wondered how you have the capacity to
wonder some fascinating insights await you in these pages adam grant new york
times bestselling author of originals as concise and enlightening as seven brief
lessons on physics and astrophysics for people in a hurry this mind expanding dive
into the mystery of consciousness is an illuminating meditation on the self free will
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and felt experience what is consciousness how does it arise and why does it exist
we take our experience of being in the world for granted but the very existence of
consciousness raises profound questions why would any collection of matter in the
universe be conscious how are we able to think about this and why should we in
this wonderfully accessible book annaka harris guides us through the evolving
definitions philosophies and scientific findings that probe our limited understanding
of consciousness where does it reside and what gives rise to it could it be an
illusion or a universal property of all matter as we try to understand consciousness
we must grapple with how to define it and in the age of artificial intelligence who
or  what  might  possess  it  conscious  offers  lively  and  challenging  arguments  that
alter  our  ideas  about  consciousness  allowing  us  to  think  freely  about  it  for
ourselves if indeed we can

this new research topic is in part a celebration of the 30th anniversary of the game
changing neural correlates of consciousness concept first proposed as part of crick
and koch s 1990 neurobiological  theory of  consciousness after  thirty years of
research and theory building scholars in the science of consciousness are perhaps
not much closer to a widely accepted theory of consciousness

within  the  field  of  neuroscience  the  past  few  decades  have  witnessed  an
exponential growth of research into the brain mechanisms underlying both normal
and  pathological  states  of  consciousness  in  humans  the  development  of
sophisticated imaging techniques to visualize and map brain activity in vivo has
opened new avenues in our understanding of the pathological processes involved
in  common  neuropsychiatric  disorders  affecting  consciousness  such  as  epilepsy
coma vegetative states dissociative disorders and dementia this book presents the
state  of  the  art  in  neuroimaging  exploration  of  the  brain  correlates  of  the
alterations in consciousness across these conditions with a particular focus on the
potential  applications for diagnosis and management although the book has a
practical approach and is primarily targeted at neurologists neuroradiologists and
psychiatrists  it  will  also  serve  as  an  essential  reference  for  a  wide  range  of
researchers and health care professionals

from descartes and cartesian mind body dualism in the 17th century though to
21st  century  concerns  about  artificial  intelligence  programming  the  bloomsbury
companion to the philosophy of consciousness presents a compelling history and
up to date overview of this burgeoning subject area acknowledging that many of
the  original  concepts  of  consciousness  studies  are  found  in  writings  of  past
thinkers it begins with introductory overviews to the thought of descartes through
to kant covering brentano s restoration of empiricism to philosophical psychology
and the major figures of the late 19th and early 20th centuries russell wittgenstein
ryle  and  james  these  opening  chapters  on  the  forces  in  the  history  of
consciousness  lay  the  groundwork  needed  to  understand  how  influential
contemporary  thinkers  in  the  philosophy  of  mind  interpret  the  concept  of
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consciousness featuring leading figures in the field part ii discusses current issues
in a range of topics progressing from the so called hard problem of understanding
the nature of  consciousness to the methodology of  invoking the possibility  of
philosophical zombies and the prospects of reductivism in philosophy of mind part
iii  is  dedicated to new research directions in  the philosophy of  consciousness
including chapters on experiment objections to functionalism and the scope and
limits of artificial intelligence equipped with practical research resources including
an  annotated  bibliography  a  research  guide  and  a  glossary  the  bloomsbury
companion  to  the  philosophy  of  consciousness  is  an  authoritative  guide  for
studying the past present and future of consciousness

the natural problem of consciousness is the problem of understanding why there
are presently conscious beings at all given a non reductive naturalist framework
taking consciousness as an ontologically subjective biological phenomenon how
can we rationally explain the fact that the actual world has turned out to be one
where there are presently living beings that can feel rather than having developed
as a zombie world in which there would be no conscious experiences of any kind
this book introduces the natural problem by relating it to central problems in the
philosophy  of  mind  metaphysical  mind  body  problem  hard  problem  of
consciousness and emphasizing the distinctive interest of its diachronic dimension
ranging from philosophy to biology and neuroscience it offers a thorough analysis
aimed at better understanding what could explain why phenomenal consciousness
has been preserved throughout evolution by natural selection this is an original
engaging  and  thought  provoking  philosophical  study  of  a  neglected  but
fundamental  question  regarding  the  nature  and  origin  of  consciousness

a singularly powerful and rigorous argument in favor of modern substance dualism
in  the substance of  consciousness  a  comprehensive  defense of  contemporary
substance dualism two distinguished philosophers deliver a unique and powerful
defense  of  contemporary  substance  dualism which  makes  the  claim that  the
human person is an embodied fundamental immaterial and unifying substance
multidisciplinary in scope the book explores areas of philosophy cognitive science
neuroscience and the sociology of mind body beliefs the authors present the most
comprehensive up to date and rigorous non edited work on substance dualism in
the field as well as a detailed history of how property and substance dualism have
been presented and evaluated over the last 150 years alongside developing new
and updated positive  arguments  for  substance dualism they also  discuss  key
metaphysical notions and distinctions that inform the examination of substance
dualism and  its  alternatives  readers  will  also  find  a  thorough  examination  of  the
recent shift away from standard physicalism and the renaissance of substance
dualism comprehensive explorations of the likely future of substance dualism in
the twenty first century including an exhaustive list of proposed research projects
for  substance  dualists  practical  discussion  of  new  and  rigorous  critiques  of
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significant  physicality  alternatives  including  emergentism  and  panpsychism
extensive treatments of philosophy of mind debates about the roles played by
staunch  faint  hearted  naturalism  and  theism  in  establishing  or  presuming
methodology epistemic priorities and prior metaphysical commitments perfect for
professional philosophers the substance of consciousness will also earn a place in
the libraries of consciousness researchers philosophical theologians and religious
studies scholars

in this volume declan smithies argues that consciousness has unique epistemic
significance in the sense that only conscious creatures have epistemic justification
to know anything about the world in other words all epistemic justification depends
ultimately on consciousness

higher order ho theories of consciousness have in common the idea that what
makes a mental state conscious is that it is the object of some kind of higher order
representation this volume presents fourteen previously unpublished essays both
defending and criticizing this approach to the problem of consciousness it is the
first anthology devoted entirely to ho theories of consciousness there are several
kinds of ho theory such as the hot higher order thought and hop higher order
perception models and each is discussed and debated part one contains essays by
authors who defend some form of ho theory part two includes papers by those who
are  critics  of  the  ho  approach  some  of  the  topics  covered  include  animal
consciousness misrepresentation the nature of pain subvocal speech subliminal
perception blindsight the nature of emotion the difference between perception and
thought  first  order  versus  higher  order  theories  of  consciousness  and  the
relationship  between  nonconscious  and  conscious  mentality  series  a

the cambridge handbook of consciousness is the first of its kind in the field and its
appearance marks a unique time in the history of intellectual inquiry on the topic
after decades during which consciousness was considered beyond the scope of
legitimate scientific investigation consciousness re emerged as a popular focus of
research towards the end of the last century and it has remained so for nearly 20
years there are now so many different lines of investigation on consciousness that
the time has come when the field may finally benefit from a book that pulls them
together  and  by  juxtaposing  them  provides  a  comprehensive  survey  of  this
exciting  field  an  authoritative  desk  reference  which  will  also  be  suitable  as  an
advanced  textbook

the mind of consciousness the mind of consciousness is a book unfolding a new
way with new process methods to evaluate your existence it is an experiential
work  written  in  textbook  format  that  analytically  delineates  how  and  why
consciousness  and  mind  interface  and  function  exposing  the  inter  connective
dependency of  non biological  consciousness and the biologically created mind
knowing how that interconnectivity interrelates provides avenues of exploration
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that reveal the fundamental nature of existence unveiling an innate purpose and
direction embedded within consciousness this book works through all the major
questions of existence using reproducible and experiential logic allowing everyone
to experience the results of that exploration throughout your life you have two
realities  at  war  with  one  another  the  primary  i  am reality  formed from non
biological consciousness and the secondary i am this or that reality formed by the
biological  mind you may not  be aware of  or  even appreciate  the internal  conflict
these  two inter  connective  and inter  dependent  realities  create  however  you
experience the resultant turmoil and confusion their subliminal battles establish by
not having an experiential appreciation of how those realities are formed function
and potentially control your life the text delineates causation for those ongoing
internal battles and outlines processes to help overcome the sense of frustration
isolation  and  discord  they  generate  this  experiential  method  of  examination
creates empirical  processes that  afford you the opportunity to make an informed
choice rather than a conditioned reaction providing a more secure productive
directional  and enjoyable life this book takes you into the core of  your being
turning it inside out exposing who and what you are by revealing a self created
shadow world controlling your life without you being aware that control exists

the second edition of the neurology of consciousness is a comprehensive update of
this  ground breaking work  on human consciousness  the first  book in  this  area to
summarize the neuroanatomical and functional underpinnings of consciousness by
emphasizing a lesional approach offered by the study of neurological patients since
the  publication  of  the  first  edition  in  2009  new  methodologies  have  made
consciousness  much  more  accessible  scientifically  and  in  particular  the  study  of
disorders disruptions and disturbances of consciousness has added tremendously
to  our  understanding  of  the  biological  basis  of  human  consciousness  the
publication of a new edition is both critical and timely for continued understanding
of  the  field  of  consciousness  in  this  critical  and  timely  update  revised  and  new
contributions by internationally renowned researchers edited by the leaders in the
field  of  consciousness  research  provide  a  unique  and  comprehensive  focus  on
human consciousness the new edition of the neurobiology of consciousness will
continue to be an indispensable resource for researchers and students working on
the cognitive neuroscience of consciousness and related disorders as well as for
neuroscientists  psychologists  psychiatrists  and  neurologists  contemplating
consciousness as one of the philosophical ethical sociological political and religious
questions of our time new chapters on the neuroanatomical basis of consciousness
and  short  term  memory  and  expanded  coverage  of  comas  and  neuroethics
including the ethics of brain death the first comprehensive authoritative collection
to  describe  disorders  of  consciousness  and  how they  are  used  to  study  and
understand the neural correlates of conscious perception in humans includes both
revised  and  new  chapters  from  the  top  international  researchers  in  the  field
including  christof  koch  marcus  raichle  nicholas  schiff  joseph  fins  and  michael
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