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beginning with the colonial era western biomedicine has radically transformed african medical
beliefs and practices conversely in using western biomedicine africans have also transformed it
the african transformation of western medicine and the dynamics of global cultural exchange
contends that contemporary african medical systems no less biomedical than western medicine
in fact greatly enrich and expand the notion of biomedicine reframing it as a global cultural form
deployed across global networks of cultural exchange the book analyzes biomedicine as a
complex and dynamic sociocultural form the conceptual premises of which make it necessarily
subject to ongoing change and development as it travels the globe david baronov captures the
complexities of this cultural exchange by using world systems analysis in a way that places
global cultural processes on equal footing with political and economic processes in doing so he
both allows the story of africa s transformation of western biomedicine to be told and offers new

insights into the capitalist world system

this book offers a radically new and definitive reappraisal of allied responses to nazi human
experiments and the origins of informed consent it places the victims and allied medical
intelligence officers at centre stage while providing a full reconstruction of policies on war

crimes and trials related to nazi medical atrocities and genocide
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a major path breaking work history medicine and the traditions of renaissance learning is nancy
g siraisi s examination into the intersections of medically trained authors and history in the
period 1450 to 1650 rather than studying medicine and history as separate disciplinary traditions
siraisi calls attention to their mutual interaction in the rapidly changing world of renaissance
erudition far from their contributions being a mere footnote in the historical record medical
writers had extensive involvement in the reading production and shaping of historical
knowledge during this important period with remarkably detailed scholarship siraisi investigates
doctors efforts to explore the legacies handed down to them from ancient medical and
anatomical writings and the difficult reconciliations this required between the authority of the
ancient world and the discoveries of the modern she also studies the ways in which sixteenth
century medical authors wrote history both in their own medical texts and in more general
historical works in the course of her study siraisi finds that what allowed medical writers to
become so fully engaged in the writing of history was their general humanistic background their
experience of history through the field of medicine s past and the tools that the writing of history
offered to the development of a rapidly evolving profession nancy g siraisi is one of the
preeminent scholars of medieval and renaissance intellectual history specializing in medicine
and science now distinguished professor emerita of history at hunter college and the graduate
center city university of new york and a 2008 winner of a john d and catherine t macarthur
foundation fellowship she has written numerous books includingtaddeo alderotti and his pupils
princeton 1981 which won the american association for the history of medicine william h welch
medal avicenna in renaissance italy princeton 1987 the clock and the mirror princeton 1997 and
the widely used textbookmedieval and early renaissance medicine chicago 1990 which won the
watson davis and helen miles davis prize from the history of science society in 2003 siraisi
received the history of science society s george sarton medal in 2004 she received the paul oskar
kristellar award for lifetime achievement of the renaissance society of america and in 2005 she
was awarded the american historical association award for scholarly distinction a fascinating
study of renaissance physicians as avid readers and enthusiastic writers of all kinds of history

from case narratives and medical biographies to archaeological and environmental histories in
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this wide ranging book nancy siraisi demonstrates the deep links between the medical and the
humanistic disciplines in early modern europe katharine park zemurray stone radcliffe professor
of the history of science harvard university this is a salient but little explored aspect of
renaissance humanism and there is no doubt that siraisi has succeeded in throwing light onto a
vast subject the scholarship is wide ranging and profound and breaks new ground the choice of
examples is fascinating and it puts renaissance documents into a new context this is a major
book well written richly learned and with further implications for more than students of medical
history vivian nutton professor the wellcome trust centre for the history of medicine university
college london and author offrom democedes to harvey studies in the history of medicine siraisi
shows the many dimensioned overlaps and interactions between medicine and history in the
early modern period marking a pioneering effort to survey a neglected discipline her book
follows the changing usage of the classical term history both as empiricism and as a kind of
scholarship in the renaissance before its more modern analytical and critical applications it is a
marvel of erudition in an area insufficiently studied donald r kelley emeritus james westfall
thompson professor of history rutgers university new brunswick and executive editor ofjournal
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