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a central problem in political inquiry is the conceptual and linguistic informality of
political science for most of its history the discipline has been largely pursued with the
analytic and logical machinery of ordinary language likewise there has been little effort
to standardize how language is used or to systematize theoretical procedures to insure
methodological uniformity in an effort to better understand and defend the research
processes that attend sustain and foster the systematic credibility of political science
gregor argues a special conceptual language is needed to enhance the rigor replicability
articulation and interpretation of political science s empirical findings gregor reviews the
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conceptual inventory of the social sciences in general with particular emphasis on
distinctions between descriptive theoretical and normative language he analyzes what
might count as objectivity and truth in a given set of circumstances in an effort to
standardize how political scientists make such distinctions how theory and explanation
might be assessed in less rigorous disciplines is also considered gregor is opposed to the
postmodernist tendency to use language games in the social sciences that purport to
close the gaps separating the discourses of knowledge ethics and politics but do so at
the expense of clarity rigor and objectivity in gregor s view these alternative
perspectives have exploited vagueness and ambiguity in order to accomplish what they
consider to be their political tasks a substantial postscript to this edition traces some of
the postmodernist perspectives to their origins in the works of particular individuals and
to their history in the thought of twentieth century europe metascience and politics
attempts to address all these issues with brevity and seriousness of purpose in order to
provide a defensible rationale for the scientific character of social and political studies it
will be of interest to political scientists sociologists philosophers and intellectual
historians a james gregor is professor of political science at the university of california at
berkeley and an adjunct professor at command and staff college u s marine corps
university at quantico virginia he has also been awarded the order of merit by the
president of the italian republic for his contribution to italy as a nation through his
published works he is the author of giovanni gentile philosopher of fascism
interpretations of fascism phoenix fascism in our time and marxism china and
development all published by transaction

this book provides a detailed commentary on the classic monograph by alfred tarski and
offers a reinterpretation and retranslation of the work using the original polish text and
the english and german translations in the original work tarski presents a method for
constructing definitions of truth for classical quantificational formal languages
furthermore using the defined notion of truth he demonstrates that it is possible to
provide intuitively adequate definitions of the semantic notions of definability and
denotation and that the notion in a structure can be defined in a way that is analogous
to that used to define truth tarski s piece is considered to be one of the major
contributions to logic semantics and epistemology in the 20th century however the
author points out that some mistakes were introduced into the text when it was
translated into german in 1935 as the 1956 english version of the work was translated
from the german text those discrepancies were carried over in addition to new mistakes
the author has painstakingly compared the three texts sentence by sentence
highlighting the inaccurate translations offering explanations as to how they came about
and commenting on how they have influenced the content and suggesting a correct
interpretation of certain passages furthermore the author thoroughly examines tarski s
article offering interpretations and comments on the work

the book focuses on original approaches intended to support the development of
biologically inspired cognitive architectures it bridges together different disciplines from
classical artificial intelligence to linguistics from neuro and social sciences to design and
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creativity among others the chapters based on contributions presented at the tenth
annual meeting of the bica society held in on august 15 18 2019 in seattle wa usa
discuss emerging methods theories and ideas towards the realization of general purpose
humanlike artificial intelligence or fostering a better understanding of the ways the
human mind works all in all the book provides engineers mathematicians psychologists
computer scientists and other experts with a timely snapshot of recent research and a
source of inspiration for future developments in the broadly intended areas of artificial
intelligence and biological inspiration

this selection of papers that were presented or nearly so to the boston colloquium for
the philosophy of science during the seventies fairly re presents some of the most
disturbing issues of scientific knowledge in these years to the distant observer it may
seem that the defense of rational standards objective reference methodical self
correction even the distin guishing of the foolish from the sensible and the truth seeking
from the ideological has nearly collapsed in fact the defense may be seen to have
shifted the knowledge business came under scrutiny decades ago and indeed from the
time of francis bacon and even far earlier the practicality of the discovery of knowledge
was either hailed or lamented so the defense may be founded on the premise that
science may yet be liberating in that case the analysis of philosophical issues expands to
embrace issues of social interest and social function of instrumentality and arbitrary
perspective of biological constraints upon knowledge as well as upon the species wide
behavior of human beings in other relationships too of distortions due to explanatory
metaphors and imposed categories and of radical comparisons among the perspectives
of different civilizations some of our contributors are frankly programmatic showing how
problems must be formulated afresh how evasions must be identified and omissions
rectified but they do not reach their own completion

spectral theory of random matrices

where religious belief and scientific belief formerly stood in direct conflict to the point
even of being mutually exclusive one now sees promise for a new compatibility perhaps
even harmony from back cover

scientific discourse is rooted in the close interplay between human cognition and
communication accordingly the volume focuses on central aspects of this relationship
and the variety of the approaches which are intended to capture these aspects the book
is divided into two related parts the papers of the first part deal with textual issues
whereas those of the second raise epistemological problems as a result the volume is a
rich and many sided contribution to our understanding of how scientific knowledge is
constructed and manifested in discourse

sponsored by the society for social studies of science this comprehensive resource
defines summarizes and synthesizes the advances made in the social scientific
humanistic and policy studies of science and technology in 28 chapters contributors
from ten countries and a dozen different academic disciplines provide not only
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