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masterly performance one of the most thorougly dignified one of the most distinguished
biographies of the year henry steele commager new york herald tribune it is not often that one
comes upon a biography that is so well done as this book nearly every page bears evidence of
the fact that it is the product of painstaking and exhaustive research mature thought and an

expert understanding of the subject in hand saturday review of literature

evaluation of his abilities as a strategist a tactician and a pioneer in psychological warfare

liddell hart considered general sherman the dominant military genius of the civil war to prove his
point he traced sherman s military campaigns from the first bull run debacle to general joseph

johnston s surrender in 1865

general william tecumseh sherman s devastating march to the sea in 1864 burned a swath
through the cities and countryside of georgia and into the history of the american civil war as
they moved from atlanta to savannah destroying homes buildings and crops killing livestock and
consuming supplies sherman and the union army ignited not only southern property but also
imaginations in both the north and the south by the time of the general s death in 1891 when
one said the march no explanation was required that remains true today legends and myths
about sherman began forming during the march itself and took more definitive shape in the
industrial age in the late nineteenth century sherman s march in myth and memory examines
the emergence of various myths surrounding one of the most enduring campaigns in the annals
of military history edward caudill and paul ashdown provide a brief overview of sherman s life
and his march but their focus is on how these myths came about such as one description of a
60 mile wide path of destruction and how legends about sherman and his campaign have
served a variety of interests caudill and ashdown argue that these myths have been employed

by groups as disparate as those endorsing the old south aristocracy and its lost cause and by
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others who saw the march as evidence of the superiority of industrialism in modern america
over a retreating agrarianism sherman s march in myth and memory looks at the general s
treatment in the press among historians on stage and screen and in literature from the time of
the march to the present day the authors show us the many ways in which sherman has been
portrayed in the media and popular culture and how his devastating march has been stamped

into our collective memory

how the unprepossessing ulysses s grant whose military genius ultimately preserved the union
came to the forefront in the civil war is a story as surprising as it is compelling forced to resign
his commission in the peacetime army for drinking and thereafter reduced to eking out a living
for himself and his family with hardscrabble jobs at the outbreak of hostilities he suddenly found
himself a colonel and then a general of volunteers grant made the most of unexpected
commands what he knew best it turned out was how to wage war relentlessly and with
irresistible force early in 1862 with the conflict a year old and both sides in the west relunctant
to fight grant seized the iniative and took forts henry and donelson capturing an entire rebel
army later in mississippi he conducted the ardous campaign against vicksbug cutting the
confederacy in half and capturing a second army all the time grant was forced to cope with
jealous superiors like general henry halleck while finding staunch allies in general william
sherman and admiral david dixon porter and dealing with disloyalty like that of general john
mcclernard who actually came close to replacing him but for his many victories grant was
named commander in the west and sent to relieve the seige of chattanooga which earned him
his promotion to general in chief whip the rebellion was grant s watchword every day of the war
this dramatic narrative peopled with the heroics of hundreds of officers and enlisted men
crammed with first hand accounts of battles tactics and civilian hardships offers fresh insights

into both the public and personal lives of grant and his immediate circle at the publisher s

3 Sherman Soldier Realist American



Sherman Soldier Realist American

request this title is being sold without digital rights management software drm applied

some warriors are drawn to the thrill of combat and find it the defining moment of their lives
others fall victim to fear exhaustion impaired reasoning and despair this book synthesizes the
wartime experiences of american soldiers from the doughboys of world war i to the grunts of
vietnam focusing on both soldiers and marines it draws on histories and memoirs oral histories
psychological and sociological studies and even fiction to show that their experiences remain

fundamentally the same regardless of the enemy terrain training or weaponry

this pioneering study focuses on the experiences and writings of the surprisingly large number
of prussian british and french military observers who witnessed the civil war firsthand luvaas s
fascinating account reveals why they came what they wrote what their armies learned or failed
to learn from their reports and how their writings influenced later european military theorists for
this edition luvaas has added a thoughtful introduction that analyzes why some military lessons
are learned and others ignored and examines the extent to which such lessons can be applied

to subsequent conflicts

the author of the pulitzer prize winning battle cry of freedom and the new york times bestsellers
crossroads of freedom and tried by war among many other award winning books james m
mcpherson is america s preeminent civil war historian in this collection of provocative and
illuminating essays mcpherson offers fresh insight into many of the enduring questions about
one of the defining moments in our nation s history mcpherson sheds light on topics large and
small from the average soldier s avid love of newspapers to the postwar creation of the
mystique of a lost cause in the south readers will find insightful pieces on such intriguing figures
as harriet tubman john brown jesse james and william tecumseh sherman and on such vital

issues as confederate military strategy the failure of peace negotiations to end the war and the

4 Sherman Soldier Realist American



Sherman Soldier Realist American

realities and myths of the confederacy this mighty scourge includes several never before
published essays pieces on general robert e lee s goals in the gettysburg campaign on lincoln
and grant in the vicksburg campaign and on lincoln as commander in chief all of the essays
have been updated and revised to give the volume greater thematic coherence and continuity
so that it can be read in sequence as an interpretive history of the war and its meaning for
america and the world combining the finest scholarship with luminous prose and packed with
new information and fresh ideas this book brings together the most recent thinking by the nation

s leading authority on the civil war

pt 1 learning war communities go to war forging foreign and domestic weapons the ways of
making war the dialogue of politics 1861 1862 pt 2 making war congress and the capitalists
congress and the second american system agricuklture and the benefits of war inductrial
workers and the costs of war the meanings of emancipation the dialogue of politics loyalty and
unity 1863 1864 pt 3 finding war s meanings world images of war frankenstein and everyman
sherman grant and modern war the scars of war the coming of the lord religion in the civil war

era conclusion

following a skirmish on june 28 1864 a truce is called so the north can remove their dead and
wounded for two hours yankees and rebels mingle with some of the latter even assisting the
former in their grisly work newspapers are exchanged northern coffee is swapped for southern

tobacco yanks crowd around two rebel generals soliciting and obtaining autographs

the use and abuse of military history is the theme of this book the author scrutinizes the army s
first systematic attempt to use military history to educate its future leaders and traces the army s

struggle from the end of the civil war to claim intellectual authority over the study of war
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since the earliest days of warfare military operations have followed a predictable formula after a

decisive battle an army must pursue the enemy and destroy its organization in order to achieve

a victorious campaign but by the mid 19th century the emergence of massive armies and

advanced weaponry and the concomitant decline in the effectiveness of cavalry had diminished

the practicality of pursuit producing campaigns that bogged down short of decisive victory great

battles had become curiously indecisive decisive campaigns virtually impossible

a military study of the civil war to grant s appointment in 1864 volumes planned to complete the

study were still not started when the author died
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