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in an age where technology promises boundless connection yet leaves us feeling

lonelier and more divided the puppeteer s strings challenges us to confront the

invisible forces shaping our minds and lives this profound exploration delves into

how ubiquitous technology has transformed human interaction redefined purpose

and curated our realities from algorithmic control and digital surveillance to the

subtle  manipulation  of  propaganda and the  fragmentation  of  truth  the  book

uncovers the mechanisms that reduce life to metrics and commodify meaning

drawing on timeless wisdom from aristotle s eudaimonia stoic resilience taoist

harmony and existentialist freedom min hyonu offers a powerful antidote to the

age of noise it is a journey to reclaim agency break free from digital determinism
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and redefine what it means to live authentically in a tech driven world the

puppeteer s strings is not a rejection of technology but an urgent call to examine

how we use our tools or how they use us it s for anyone ready to challenge

assumptions resist  the pull  of  apathy and reclaim their  purpose in a world

designed to distract and conform are you in control of your life or are you being

controlled the journey to cut the strings begins here

this book establishes a lay social spirituality for health care practitioners that

pursues the catholic church s social teachings on the preferential option for the

poor structural sin and health care reform to address today s commodification of

the health care system where maximizing profit and patient s capacity to pay

become  the  primary  consideration  applying  a  sociotheological  approach  that

combines the perspectives of modern sociology catholic social doctrines and pope

francis s inductive synodal theology as well as drawing from secondary literature

media reports and church documents it argues for the necessity of a holistic

interdisciplinary and synodal lay catholic social spirituality that is informed by

pope  francis  s  synodality  presenting  sociological  research  for  health  care

practitioners to uphold options for the poor in public health it envisions a lay

spirituality that participates in civil society s health care reform agenda at the

macro level and practices christian and ignatian discernment at the micro level as

its main behavioral components this book appeals to christian health care actors

entrepreneurs and spiritual directors as well as scholars and students in sociology

religion moral theology bioethics and spirituality

john milton poet polemicist public servant and author of one of the greatest

masterpieces in english literature paradise lost is revered today as a great writer

and a proponent of free speech in his time however his ideas far exceeded the

orthodoxy of english life spurred by his conscience and an iron grip on logic

milton was uncompromising in his beliefs at a time of great religious and political

flux in england in john milton david hawkes expertly interweaves details from

milton s public and private life providing new insight into the man and his

prophetic stance on politics and the social order by including a broad range of

milton s iconoclastic views on issues as diverse as politics economics and sex

hawkes suggests that milton s approach to market capitalism political violence and

religious  terrorism continues  to  be  applicable  even in  the  21st  century  this

insightful biography closely examines milton s participation in the english civil

war  and  his  startlingly  modern  ideas  about  capitalism  love  and  marriage

reminding us that human liberty and autonomy should never be taken for granted
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clinical research requires that some people be used and possibly harmed for the

benefit of others what justifies such use of people this book provides an in depth

philosophical  analysis  of  several  crucial  issues  raised by that  question much

writing on the ethics of research with human subjects assumes that participation

in research is a distinctive activity that requires distinctive moral principles in

most contexts we allow people to choose the activities in which they engage by

contrast people are permitted to participate in research only after institutional

review boards determine that it is appropriate for them to do so although we

assume that consent to participate in research must be preceded by an elaborate

disclosure of information we make no such assumption in many other areas of life

although it is thought to be morally problematic to provide financial inducements

to prospective subjects we make no such assumptions when we hire people as

loggers fishermen and fire fighters although we readily accept the off shoring of

manufacturing  many  regard  the  off  shoring  of  medical  research  with  great

skepticism this book seeks to widen the lens through which we consider such

issues when we do so we will find that many standard principles of research

ethics  are  difficult  to  defend the book first  argues  that  because respect  for

autonomy has  been a  central  tenet  of  research  ethics  many have  failed  to

recognize that the structure of the regulation of research is deeply paternalistic

and have therefore failed to justify such paternalism the book then rejects the

autonomous authorization model that characterizes most writing in bioethics and

argues for a fair transaction model although many worry that the use of financial

payment  to  recruit  research  subjects  is  coercive  or  constitutes  an  undue

inducement the book argues that most of those worries are misplaced shifting its

attention to research in developing societies the book considers the claim that

international researchers exploit research abroad often exploits its subjects finally

the book considers the claim that because researchers benefit from their use of

research subjects they acquire special obligations to them or their communities

in an era where sovereignty is no longer granted by bloodline but bestowed by

bandwidth kingmaking kingslaying algorithm is a penetrating meditation on the

architecture of digital power how it s built how it s worshipped and how it

inevitably devours its creators this philosophical techno manifesto explores the

evolution of influence in the age of the algorithm where identity is not discovered

but constructed and where truth bends under the weight of engagement metrics

kings are no longer born they are coded fame is  engineered authenticity is

monetized and the same machine that elevates you with a swipe can erase you

just as quickly with a glitch divided into two sweeping parts genesis of the digital
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monarch and dethronement and the void the book dissects the lifecycle of online

power through a framework as rigorous as it is poetic drawing eerie parallels

between historic rulers like richard iii and napoleon and modern digital personas

it reimagines the throne not as a physical seat but as a volatile algorithmic

spotlight  through chapters  like  the authenticity  paradox the spectacle  of  the

scapegoat  and the  commodification of  the  soul  the  text  exposes  how social

platforms have become new theological spaces here rituals are replaced by reposts

priests by influencers and confession by curated vulnerability aesthetic replaces

depth visibility replaces truth power is decentralized but ever more invasive at the

heart of it all lies the algorithm a ghostly unseen force that does not rule with

violence but with prediction it knows what you want before you ask it shapes

who you become by feeding back distorted reflections of your desire and it

demands content not character this is not just a book it is a warning a mirror and

a manifesto it challenges readers to ask what is left of the soul when everything

becomes a brand what is the cost of a crown that is worn in pixels and what

happens  when the  same system that  makes  kings  is  designed to  slay  them

ultimately kingmaking kingslaying algorithm offers not despair but clarity a call to

awaken from algorithmic hypnosis and reclaim the right to exist unquantified it

does not ask us to reject the digital realm but to navigate it with humanism

nuance and the radical act of remembering who we were before we learned to

perform ourselves

will procreation become just another commodity in the marketplace with designer

sperm ova and embryos offered for sale will the attention and monies focused on

the new reproductive technologies take away resources from infertility prevention

prenatal care and adoption if states move to regulate such practices will this

encourage widespread governmental interference in reproductive choice how will

society look at the biologically unique children who are the products of genetic

manipulation and more importantly how will these children view themselves this

controversial book explores the answers to these questions that are frequently

being asked as the battles over reproductive technologies and freedoms become

more heated and touch more people s lives embryos ethics and women s rights

examines both the clinical and personal perspectives of reproductive technologies

experts explain and debate the growing number of procreative possibilities in vitro

fertilization genetic manipulation of embryos embryo transfer surrogacy prenatal

screening and the fetus as patient some of the leading authorities in the field

including john robertson ruth hubbard and gena corea address the ethical legal

religious social and psychological concerns that are inherent in the issues essential
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reading for every person concerned with control over basic issues of human

destiny embryos ethics and women s rights provides unique and comprehensive

coverage on the subject of technologically controlled childbearing and particularly

its effects on mothers and their unborn children

who or what determines the right to die do advancing reproductive technologies

change reproductive rights what forces influence cultural standards of beauty how

do discipline punishment and torture reflect our attitudes about the human body

in this challenging new book jean bethke elshtain a nationally recognized scholar

in political science and philosophy and j timothy cloyd a strong new voice in

social and political science have assembled a collection of thought provoking

essays on these issues written by some of the finest minds of our day

this best selling textbook and reader continues to set the standard in medical

ethics it contains the necessary background information readings and case studies

to  help  readers  appreciate  the  complex  moral  and  social  issues  of  modern

medicine the book s non technical  approach gives readers with little  or no

philosophy or medical background the opportunity to participate in discussions

about the many thought provoking issues that concern medical ethicists

if it can be argued that young people construct their identities through the social

formation of boundaries then it is important to uncover how social cultural and

political boundaries are created and lived through popular music this is both a

pedagogical and political concern

addressing the need for marshaling the resources of education to help promote a

more civil society this book argues that education has a critical role to play in

challenging the dominant views of politics  and education service learning or

academically  based  community  service  is  seen  as  a  promising  educational

pedagogy that can help students acquire civic virtue and serve as a mechanism to

enable  institutions  of  higher  education  become  stronger  community  partners

however there is currently is a lack of theoretical grounding for the service

learning movement consequently service learning is in danger of being co opted

by  academic  traditionalism  which  could  vitiate  service  learning  s  social

transformative potential and in fact undermine efforts at democratic revitalization

the  author  provides  a  basic  explanation  of  service  learning  and  how it  is

connected to promoting civic virtue it examines the underlying public philosophy

debate between weak and strong democracy theorists or procedural and civic

republicanism this book argues that certain approaches to service learning such as
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the voluntarist or charity model the experiential education model and the justice

model are ineffective because of their association with weak democracy theory or

procedural republicanism the central argument of this book is that a progressive

communitarian public philosophy maintaining that individuals attain meaning and

significance in the context of community is the most appropriate grounding for

service learning

american quarterly of soviet and east european studies varies

implicitly the essays show how the souls of black folk has influenced teaching

practices and suggested alternative ways of teaching that create a pedagogy of

inclusion

designed to reflect important changes in health care and significant advancements

in medical sociology this reader friendly book provides a readable interesting and

in depth overview of the field it offers solid coverage of traditional topics with a

keen focus on the current issues and public policy debates affecting this dynamic

area of study the volume offers perspectives on the sociology of health healing

and illness the influence of the social environment on health and illness health

and illness behavior health care practitioners and their relationships with patients

and a look at the social implications of health care technology and comparative

health  care  systems for  individuals  looking for  an appreciation for  how the

sociological perspective and social theory contribute to health healing and illness

a critical and interdisciplinary examination of women and health which challenges

traditional  viewpoints  and highlights  the importance of  ethnicity  class  sexual

orientation and ablebodiedness as well as gender addresses issues of social justice

ethics and public policy for anyone interested in women s health

cyberspace  the  cyborg  and  cyberpunk  have  given  feminists  new imaginative

possibilities for thinking about embodiment and identity in relation to technology

this is the first anthology of the key essays on these potent metaphors divided into

three sections technology embodiment and cyberspace cybersubjects cyborgs and

cyberpunks cyborg futures the book addresses different aspects of the human

technology  interface  the  extensive  introduction  surveys  the  ways  cyborg  and

cyberspace metaphors have been used in relation to current critical theory and

indicates the context for the specific essays this is an invaluable guide for students

studying any aspects of contemporary theory and culture brings together in a

unique  collection  the  work  of  key  authors  in  feminist  and  cyber  theory
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demonstrates  the  wide  range  of  contemporary  critical  work  challenges

constructions of gender race and class an extensive introduction surveys the ways

cyborg and cyberspace metaphors have been used in relation to current critical

theory brief section introductions indicate the context for the specific essays
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