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the missing link amin argues lies in the social mobility unleashed by the july revolution of 1952 which has changed the
customs and habits moral and material values and patterns of consumption and investment of the aspiring classes and has
furthermore induced the egyptian people to ignore national and ideological issues of grave importance book jacket

if we were called upon to characterize the egyptian religion in a few words we should call it both as a system and as a cult
an almost monarchical polytheism in a theocratic form the egyptian polytheism was not purely monarchical for there were
several divine monarchies and only by the somewhat arbitrary doctrine that all the chief gods were in reality the same under
different names could the semblance of monarchy be maintained but this religion was undoubtedly theocratic in the strictest
sense of the word the divinity himself reigned through his son the absolute king his incarnation and representative on earth
the priesthood of amon strengthened by its victory over the heretic and by the measureless wealth which the munificence of
successful conquerors poured into its lap had attained the most tremendous power in the state and when after a long time its
members had reduced the king to weak tools in their hands and succeeded at last in usurping the throne itself the theocracy
was altered in form only but not in its essence the place of the king highpriest was taken by the highpriest king but even
this change was of short duration against another power no less favored by the kings of the new empire the power of the army
composed for the greater part of hired foreign troops the priestly princes proved unable to keep their ground they had to
leave the country and in ethiopia they founded a new sacerdotal kingdom still the rule of the kings who sprang from this
military revolution was purely theocratic but this only characterizes the form of the egyptian religion if we search for the
leading thought contained in all its myths and symbols and in all its institutions and ceremonies it may best be comprised in
the word life the sign of life ankh is the holiest and the most commonly used of all the symbols the gods bear it in their
hands hold it to the lips of their worshippers and pour it out in streams over the heads of their favorites for they actually
give life now by the light which they continually cause to triumph over the powers of darkness again by the regular
recurrence of the fructifying waters or by mysterious operations in the centre of the earth and hence they set such store on
the possession of the lawful king he the son of the sun was the living pledge that these blessings should not cease his
coronation was an agricultural festival the beginning of the harvest his greatest care was to spread the waters of the nile
through canals as far as possible over the fields from this arose also their great fear of death and eternal darkness and the
efforts and sacrifices which they made to secure an eternal existence either in the fertile land of osiris or as a follower
of the god of light and as it is put to obtain the crown of life entirely swayed by these ideas the egyptian although his
religious thinking did not stand still clung to the existing state of things he did not relinquish what was old he may have
connected different ideas with it but the holy texts which he muttered during the ptolemean era were often the same as those
his ancestors had uttered at the altars and the tombs more than thirty centuries ago the nature of the land which bore and
fed him had imprinted a peculiar stamp on his religion moreover his religion became to him more and more the only thing of
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supreme value treasures the fruits of his industry and all the skill which was the product of his remarkable civilization he
spent on the building and the decorating of his tombs and temples those of amon at thebes gradually became the largest in the
world his whole literature even that which was not destined for a religious purpose is with a few exceptions saturated by a
religious spirit many of the virtues which we are apt to suppose a monopoly of christian culture appear as the ideal of these
old egyptians brugsch says a thousand voices from the tombs of egypt declare this one inscription in upper egypt says he
loved his father he honored his mother he loved his brethren and never went from his home in bad temper he never preferred
the great man to the low one another says i was a wise man my soul loved god i was a brother to the great men and a father to
the humble ones and never was a mischief maker an inscription at sais on a priest who lived in the sad days of camybses says
i honored my father i esteemed my mother i loved my brothers i found graves for the unburied dead i instructed little
children i took care of orphans as though they were my own children for great misfortunes were on egypt in my time and on
this city of sais in speaking of the ancient books of egyptian wisdom the ptah hotep and the ke gemni dr battiscombe gunn
says nor do the oldest books of any other country approach these two in antiquity to draw comparisons between them let us in
imagination place ourselves at the period at which ptah hotep lived that is about b c 3550 under king is6si and take a glance
at futurity
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