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the mongols had a huge impact on medieval europe and the islamic world this book
provides a comprehensive survey of contacts between the catholic west and the

mongol world empire from the first appearance of chinggis khan s armies in 1221 down
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to the death of tamerlane 1405 and the battle of tannenberg 1410 this book considers the
mongols as allies as well as conquerors the perception of them in the west the papal
response to the threat and opportunity they presented the fate of the frankish
principalities in the holy land in the path of the mongol onslaught western european
embassies and missions to the east and the impact of the mongols on the expanding
world view of the maturing middle ages for courses in crusading history and medieval

european history

explores one of the largest empires in the history of the world

the mongol invasions in the first half of the thirteenth century led to profound and
shattering changes to the historical trajectory of islamic west asia as this new volume in
the idea of iran series suggests sudden conquest from the east was preceded by events
closer to home which laid the groundwork for the later mongol success in the mid
twelfth century the seljug empire rapidly unravelled its vast provinces fragmenting into a
patchwork of mostly short lived principalities and kingdoms in time new powers
emerged such as the pagan qara khitai in central asia the khwarazmshahs in khwarazm
khorosan and much of central iran and the ghurids to the southeast yet all were blown
away by the mongols who faced no resistance from a sufficiently muscular imperial
competitor and whose influx was viewed by contemporaries as cataclysmic
distinguished scholars including david o morgan and the late c e bosworth here discuss
the dynasties that preceded the invasion and aspects of their literature poetry and

science as well as the conquerors themselves and their rule in iran from 1219 to 1256

there has long been a need for a scholarly english edition of the great 13th century
historical epic the secret history of the mongols the only surviving mongol source about
the empire the book is mainly about the life and the career of chinggis khan his
ancestors and his rise to power chinggis khan was not only a military genius but also a
great statesman and diplomat through a combination of armed force and diplomacy he
managed to merge the complex system of alliances which existed between diverse

tribes into a powerful confederacy that swept across most of eurasia starting in 1219
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urgunge onon s fresh translation brings out the excitement of this epic with its wide
ranging commentaries on military and social conditions religion and philosophy while
remaining faithful to the original text this fully annotated edition is prefaced by a 36 page

introduction setting the work in its cultural and historical context

genghis khan is one of history s immortals a leader of genius driven by an inspiring
vision for peaceful world rule believing he was divinely protected genghis united warring
clans to create a nation and then an empire that ran across much of asia under his
grandson kublai khan the vision evolved into a more complex religious ideology
justifying further expansion kublai doubled the empire s size until in the late 13th century
he and the rest of genghis s golden family controlled one fifth of the inhabited world
along the way he conquered all china gave the nation the borders it has today and then
finally discovered the limits to growth genghis s dream of world rule turned out to be a
fantasy and yet in terms of the sheer scale of the conquests never has a vision and the
character of one man had such an effect on the world charting the evolution of this
vision john man provides a unique account of the mongol empire from young genghis to

old kublai from a rejected teenager to the world s most powerful emperor

rise of the mongols offers readers a selection of five important works that detail the rise
of the mongol empire through chinese eyes three of these works were written by
officials of south china s southern song dynasty and two are from officials from north
china writing in the service of the mongol rulers together these accounts offer a view of
the early mongol empire very different not just from those of muslim and christian
travelers and chroniclers but also from the mongol tradition embodied in the secret
history of mongols the five chinese source texts in english translation each with their
own preface selections from random notes from court and country since the jianyan
years vol 2 by li xinchuan a memorandum on the mong tatars by zhao gong a sketch of
the black tatars by peng daya and xu ting spirit path stele for his honor yelu director of
the secretariat by song zizhen notes on a journey by zhang dehui also included are an

introduction index bibliography and appendices covering notes on the texts tables and
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charts and a glossary of chinese and transcribed terms

under the leadership of genghis khan a confederation of nomadic farmers transformed
into a powerful military force this text demonstrations how an aggressive empire could
have been established from such agrarian roots inviting the reader to follow the rise of
the mongol empire from its founding through its expansion into the golden horde in the
west under the leadership of batu and his successors and the yuan dynasty in the east
under kublai khan it also features the mongol empire s important role in the development
of trade between the east and the west during the middle ages particularly as recorded

by venetian merchant marco polo

the mongol empire was founded early in the thirteenth century by chinggis khan and
within the span of two generations embraced most of asia becoming the largest land
based state in history the papers in this volume present new perspectives on the
establishment of the mongol empire mongol rule in the eastern islamic world central asia
and china and the legacy of this rule the various authors approach these subjects from

the view of political military social cultural and intellectual history

who were the ancient mongols and what made their culture unique designed to support
elementary social studies curricula this title answers these questions through a
comprehensive exploration of the mongolian empire students will learn about important
rulers such as genghis khan and kublai khan as well as the lives of ordinary mongols
descriptions of the mongols nomadic lifestyle family structure food religious beliefs
hunting practices tribal relations and housing will delight readers while tales of the
forbidden city will fascinate them readers are encouraged to further explore this topic

through text features such as sidebars and a learn more section

a new translation of a great historical epic recounting the turbulent life and times of
chinggis khan bear the sword and hew asunder high and haughty necks slash apart all
strong and self willed shoulders born poor into a world of dangers and hardships

chinggis or genghis khan would grow up to unify mongolia and conquer a vast empire
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stretching from modern day beijing to baghdad the secret history of the mongols written
after chinggis s death in the thirteenth century is a great historical saga recounting not
only his turbulent life and times but that of his loved ones ancestors and heirs this
remarkable new translation of the earliest surviving work written in mongolian gives
insight into a world of warlords kinship horses yurts shamans and vast landscapes
where bloody battles and violent family conflicts are impelled by heaven s destiny

translated with an introduction by christopher p atwood

by far the best modern narrative account of the most extensive land empire in the

history of the world david morgan author of the mongols

there has long been a need for a scholarly english edition of the great 13th century
historical epic the secret history of the mongols the only surviving mongol source about
the empire the book is mainly about the life and the career of chinggis khan his
ancestors and his rise to power chinggis khan was not only a military genius but also a
great statesman and diplomat through a combination of armed force and diplomacy he
managed to merge the complex system of alliances which existed between diverse
tribes into a powerful confederacy that swept across most of eurasia starting in 1219
urgunge onon s fresh translation brings out the excitement of this epic with its wide
ranging commentaries on military and social conditions religion and philosophy while
remaining faithful to the original text this fully annotated edition is prefaced by a 36 page

introduction setting the work in its cultural and historical context

the mongol empire was the mightiest land empire the world has ever seen at its height it
was twice the size of its roman equivalent for a remarkable century and a half it
commanded a population of 100 million people while the rule of chinggis genghis khan
marched undefeated from the pacific ocean to the caspian sea george lane argues that
the mongols were not only subjugators who swept all before them but one of the great
organising forces of world history his book traces the rise of the great khan in 1206 to
the dissolution of the empire in 1368 by the ming dynasty he discusses the unification of

the turko mongol tribes under chinggis leadership the establishment of a vigorous
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imperium whose pax mongolica held mastery over the central asian steppes imaginative
policies of religious pluralism and the rich legacy of the toluid empire of yuan china and
ilkhanate iran offering a bold and sympathetic understanding of mongol history the
author shows that commercial expansion cultural assimilation and dynamic political

growth were as crucial to mongol success as desire for conquest

the mongol empire can be seen as marking the beginning of the modern age and of
globalization as well while communications between the extremes of eurasia existed
prior to the mongols they were infrequent and often through intermediaries as this new
book by timothy may shows the rise of the mongol empire changed everything through
their conquests the mongols swept away dozens of empires and kingdoms and replaced
them with the largest contiguous empire in history while the mongols were an extremely
destructive force in the premodern world the mongol empire had stabilizing effects on
the social cultural and economic life of the inhabitants of the vast territory allowing
merchants and missionaries to transverse eurasia the mongol conquests in world
history examines the many ways in which the conquests were a catalyst for change
including changes and advancements in warfare food culture and scientific knowledge
even as mongol power declined the memory of the empire fired the collective
imagination of the region into far reaching endeavors such as the desire for luxury
goods and spices that launched columbus s voyage and the innovations in art that were
manifested in the masterpieces of the renaissance this fascinating book offers
comprehensive coverage of the entire empire rather than a more regional approach and

provides an extensive survey of the legacy of the mongol empire

this important study explores the multifaceted mongol experience in china past and
present combining insights from anthropology history and postcolonial criticism uradyn
bulag avoids romanticizing mongols either as pacified primitive other or as gallant
resistance fighters rather he portrays them as a people whose communist background
and standing in china s northern borderlands has informed their political efforts to

harness or confront chinese nationalistic and political hegemony breaking new ground in
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the study of chinese and mongol history and ethnicity the author offers a fresh
interpretation of china viewed from the perspective of its peripheries and of minority
nationalities in relation to the study of chinese representation and minority self
representation the author interrogates received wisdom about chinese and minority
nationalism by unraveling the chinese discourse and practice of national unity he shows
how the discourse was constructed over time through political rituals and sexuality in
relation to mongols and other non chinese peoples that hark back to chinese xiongnu
confrontations two millennia ago and manchu conquest in the 17th and 18th centuries
titular rulers of an autonomous region in which they constitute a minority mongols face
enormous barriers in building and maintaining a socialist mongolian nationality and a
mongolian language and culture acknowledging these difficulties bulag discusses a
range of sensitive issues including the imbrication of nation class and ethnicity in the
context of mongol chinese relations tensions inherent in writing a postrevolutionary
history for a socialist nationality and the moral dilemma of building a socialist model with
mongol characteristics charting the interface between a state centered multinational
chinese polity and a primordial nationalist multiculturalism that aims to manage minority
nationalities as cultures he explores mongol ethnopolitical strategies to preserve their

heritage

the revised second edition of this highly praised introduction to the mongol empire takes
account of recent scholarship in the field provides an overview of the government
religion and politics of the mongolian empire considers the effects of mongol military
campaigns on other countries and peoples in china russia persia and europe assesses
the astonishing military career of chingiz genghis khan now includes a new epilogue
assessing the contribution of recent scholarship to our understanding of the mongols

history well illustrated by maps and photographs throughout

the revised second edition of this highly praised introduction to the mongol empire takes
account of recent scholarship in the field provides an overview of the government

religion and politics of the mongolian empire considers the effects of mongol military
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campaigns on other countries and peoples in china russia persia and europe assesses
the astonishing military career of chingiz genghis khan now includes a new epilogue
assessing the contribution of recent scholarship to our understanding of the mongols

history well illustrated by maps and photographs throughout

the ilkhanate from teglder ahmad to Oljeiti muslim ilkhans the buddhists and the people
of the book rashid al din islam and the mongols the islam of ghazan his generals and his
minister the view from outside epilogue legitimation by chinggisid descent allegiance to
mongol norms and institutions turkicization the exodus of muslims from the mongol
world the spread of islam across eurasia the movement of peoples and the emergence
of new ethnicities the integration of eurasia within a single disease zone the black death
conclusion appendix 1 glossary of technical terms appendix 2 genealogical tables and

lists of rulers notes bibliography index

as spectacular as its creation was the fall of the mongol empire was just as remarkable
its descent into chaos was signaled by inter family rebellion across the four khanates
established by genghis khan as weaker mongol leaders struggled to retain control
drought flood famine and the bubonic plague eventually contributed to the collapse of
each khanate as this volume amply demonstrates though the mongols were fierce
warriors their legacy also includes a culture of honor and discipline centralized
government structure trade promotion and communication routes and religious tolerance

all of which helped spread wealth information and technology across two continents
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