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from the accliamed authority on russia and the russian revolution the final volume in his
magisterial history of the russian revolution covering the period from the outbreak of the civil
war in 1918 to lenin s death in 1924 offers a penetrating analysis of the making of the soviet
system it is a passionate book whose outstanding scholarship is rooted in universal values like
truth honor responsibility and the sacredness of human life philadelphia inquirer timely the
work is enriched in intriguing ways by the author s access to the once secret archives of the
soviet union los angeles times

an examination of the part played by the left communists following the russian revolution the
largest opposition to state socialism until the 1990s the author feels that the leftist s vision
offered no viable model for the construction of a democratic socialist society

a study of lenin and the russian revolution it is designed to fulfil the as and a level
specifications in place from september 2000 the as section deals with narrative and
explanation of the topic the a2 section reflects the different demands of the higher level
examination

based on a conference organized by the institute of history of the polish academy of sciences
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and the german historical institute warsaw held in sept 2000

at the turn of the century the russian economy was growing by about 10 annually and its
population had reached 150 million by 1920 the country was in desperate financial straits and
more than 20 million russians had died and by 1950 a third of the globe had embraced
communism the triumph of communism sets a profound puzzle how did the bolsheviks win
power and then cling to it amid the chaos they had created traditional histories remain a
captive to marxist ideas about class struggle analysing never before used files from the tsarist
military archives mcmeekin argues that war is the answer the revolutionaries were aided at
nearly every step by germany sweden and switzerland who sought to benefit politically and
economically from the changes overtaking the country to make sense of russia s careening
path the essential question is not lenin s who whom but who benefits

examining the background to and the course of the russian revolution of 1917 and lenin s
regime lee explores both the key aspects and the historical interpretations of lenin s legacy to
russian history

there have been a multitude of histories of russia either written from an anti bolshevik
perspective or its stalinist mirror image which both paint a false image of bolshevism for them
the russian revolution was either an historical accident or tragedy or is presented as the work
of one great man lenin who marched single mindedly towards october using a wealth of
primary sources alan woods reveals the real evolution of bolshevism as a living struggle to
apply the method of marxism to the peculiarities of russia woods traces this evolution from
the birth of russian marxism and its ideological struggle against the narodniks and the trend
of economism through the struggle between the two strands of menshevism and bolshevism
and up to the eventual seizure of power bolshevism the road to revolution is a comprehensive
history of the bolshevik party from its early beginnings through to the seizure of power in
october 1917 this important work was first published in 1999 with material collected by the
author over a thirty year period and was republished to mark the centenary of the russian
revolution it represents the authoritative work on the building of the bolshevik party and can
be used as a handbook for those involved in the movement today

grigorill zinoviev for a number of years lenin s closest collaborator was himself a central
figure in the bolshevik party s history the lectures he gave on the 25th anniversary of the
founding of its precursor the russian social democratic labour party in 1898 provide a lucid
account of bolshevism s formative years up to the overthrow of tsarism in 1917 replaced by a
succession of stalinist falsifications zinoviev s history was the only soviet work to highlight the
tenacious struggle for marxist principles that built the bolshevik party full annotate and
illustrated this new edition includes a specially written foreword which fills in the books
historical and political background together with a glossary of names and a brief biography
of the author

examines the bolshevik revolution and the russian civil war through narrative history and
analysis biographies and primary documents also includes a glossary an annotated
bibliography and a time line

how did a regime that promised utopian style freedom end up delivering terror and tyranny
for some the bolsheviks were totalitarian and the descent was inevitable for others stalin was
responsible for others still this period in russian history was a microcosm of the cold war the
fate of the bolshevik revolution reasons that these arguments are too simplistic rather the
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journey from bolshevik liberation to totalitarianism was riddled with unsuccessful experiments
compromises confusion panic self interest and over optimism as this book reveals the
emergence and persistence of the bolshevik dictatorship was in fact the complicated product
of a failed democratic transition drawing on long ignored archival sources and original
research this fascinating volume brings together an international team of leading scholars to
reconsider one of the most important and controversial questions of 20th century history how
to explain the rise of the repressive stalinist dictatorship

combining reference entries and examination of primary documents from the russian
revolution this book gives students a better understanding of how and why political forces
fought to reshape the russian empire 100 years ago and provides keen insights into the soviet
union that resulted this invaluable reference guide provides an understanding of the social
political and economic forces and events in russia that led to the 1905 russian revolution in
which leftists radicals disposed of the czar and his regime it addresses key developments such
as the formation of the provisional government the bolshevik revolution in october 1917 and
the russian civil war connected evolutionary historical events that fundamentally reshaped
russia into the soviet union this book serves students and general readers seeking a single
source that provides in depth coverage of the russian revolution and the russian civil war
beyond the reference entries the book contains primary documents that cover the key events
people and issues that emerged during russia s revolutions and civil war these documents give
readers a more detailed understanding of how the bolsheviks used calls for greater
democracy to gain support for their revolution how the bolsheviks used terror and control as
means to maintain their power once the bolshevik revolution took place and why the
bolsheviks believed such extreme measures were needed also included is a chronology of
major events from 1890 through 1923 and a bibliography that serves as a starting point for
more directed research

the fullest account to date of the menshevik party during the first year of soviet rule focusing
on the period from october 1917 through october 1918 months when the soviet political system
still permitted a degree of electoral competition among political parties he explores the
moderate socialists opposition to the bolsheviks back cover

throughout his presidency franklin roosevelt was determined to pursue a peaceful
accommodation with an increasingly powerful soviet union an inclination reinforced by the
onset of world war roosevelt knew that defeating the axis powers would require major
contributions by the soviets and their red army and so despite his misgivings about stalin s
expansionist motives he pushed for friendlier relations yet almost from the moment he was
inaugurated lower level officials challenged fdr s ability to carry out this policy mary glantz
analyzes tensions shaping the policy stance of the united states toward the soviet union
before during and immediately after world war ii focusing on the conflicts between a
president who sought close relations between the two nations and the diplomatic and military
officers who opposed them she shows how these career officers were able to resist and shape
presidential policy and how their critical views helped shape the parameters of the
subsequent cold war venturing into the largely uncharted waters of bureaucratic politics
glantz examines overlooked aspects of wartime relations between washington and moscow to
highlight the roles played by u s personnel in the u s s r in formulating and implementing
policies governing the american soviet relationship she takes readers into the american
embassy in moscow to show how individuals like ambassadors joseph davies lawrence
steinhadt and averell harriman and u s military attachs like joseph michela influenced policy
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and reveals how private resistance sometimes turned into public dispute she also presents new
material on the controversial military attach lend lease director phillip faymonville a largely
neglected officer who understood the soviet system and supported roosevelt s policy deftly
combining military with diplomatic history glantz traces these philosophical and policy battles
to show how difficult it was for even a highly popular president like roosevelt to overcome
such entrenched and determined opposition although he reorganized federal offices and
appointed ambassadors who shared his views in the end he was unable to outlast his
bureaucratic opponents or change their minds with his death anti soviet factions rushed into
the policymaking vacuum to become the primary architects of truman s cold war containment
policy a case study in foreign relations high level policymaking and civil military relations fdr
and the soviet union enlarges our understanding of the ideologies and events that set the
stage for the cold war it adds a new dimension to our understanding of soviet american
relations as it sheds new light on the surprising power of those in low places

telling october chronicles the construction of an official foundation narrative by the soviet
union as the new state sought to legitimise itself by portraying the october revolution as the

inevitable culmination of a historical process
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