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why do some democracies reflect their citizens foreign policy preferences better than
others what roles do the media political parties and the electoral system play in a
democracy s decision to join or avoid a war war and democratic constraint shows
that the key to how a government determines foreign policy rests on the
transmission and availability of information citizens successfully hold their
democratic governments accountable and a distinctive foreign policy emerges when
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two vital institutions a diverse and independent political opposition and a robust
media are present to make timely information accessible matthew baum and philip
potter demonstrate that there must first be a politically potent opposition that can
blow the whistle when a leader missteps this counteracts leaders incentives to
obscure and misrepresent second healthy media institutions must be in place and
widely accessible in order to relay information from whistle blowers to the public
baum and potter explore this communication mechanism during three different
phases of international conflicts when states initiate wars when they respond to
challenges from other states or when they join preexisting groups of actors engaged
in conflicts examining recent wars including those in afghanistan and iraq war and
democratic constraint links domestic politics and mass media to international
relations in a brand new way

the typical military history presents a chronicle of battles and wars and the
commanders and troops who fought them this book takes a different approach it
presents battles and wars and people aplenty but they are not its ultimate subjects
this book is about the turning points that not only make military history dynamic but
crucial to the story of humanity and civilization this book is about the decisions acts
innovations errors ideas successes and failures that shaped the evolution of military
art and science strategy tactics and technology and in doing so shaped the course of
world history here are the 100 points from the birth of warfare in the battle of
megiddo 1457 bc to the ongoing evolution of military history on its newest battlefield
cyberspace at which the path of the warrior decisively turned on its long journey to
where we find ourselves today

selected by choice magazine as an outstanding academic title today hamid al bayati
serves as iraqi ambassador to the united nations but for many years he lived in exile
in london where he worked with other opponents of saddam hussein s regime to
make a democratic and pluralistic iraq a reality as former western spokesman for the
supreme council for the islamic revolution in iraq sciri and as a member of the
executive council of the iraqgi national congress two of the main groups opposing
saddam s regime he led campaigns to alert the world to human rights violations in
iraq and win support from the international community for the removal of saddam
an important iraqgi diplomat and member of irag s majority shia community he offers
firsthand accounts of the meetings and discussions he and other iragi opponents to
saddam held with american and british diplomats from 1991 to 2004 drawn from al
bayati s personal archives of meeting minutes and correspondence from dictatorship
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to democracy takes readers through the history of the opposition we learn the views
and actions of principal figures such as sciri head sayyid mohammed baqir al
hakeem and the other leaders of the iraqgi national congress ahmed chalabi and his
kurdish counterparts masound barzani and jalal talabani al bayati vividly captures
their struggle to unify in the face of not only saddam s harsh and bloody repression
but also an unresponsive and unmotivated international community al bayati s
efforts in the months before and after the u s invasion also put him in direct contact
with key u s figures such as zalmay khalilzad and | paul bremer and at the center of
the debates over returning iraq to self government quickly and creating the
foundation for a secure and stable state al bayati was both eyewitness to and actor
in the dramatic struggle to remove saddam from power in this unique historical
document he provides detailed recollections of his work on behalf of a democratic
iraq that reflect the hopes and frustrations of the iraqgi people

for centuries the world has witnessed the development and use of increasingly
complex and powerful military systems and technologies in the process the art of
war has truly become the art of combined arms warfare in which infantry artillery air
support intelligence and other key elements are all coordinated for maximum effect
nowhere has this trend been more visible than in the history of twentieth century
warfare originally published as an essential in house study for u s army officers
during the 1980s this much revised and expanded edition remains the most
complete study available on the subject rewritten with a much wider readership in
mind it both retains its enormous practical utility for military professionals and
provides a valuable and appealing introduction for scholars and general readers
jonathan house author of the original work brings the story of combined arms up to
the present covering among other things desert storm the war in chechnya and the
rise of smart weapons and related technologies he traces the evolution of tactics
weapons and organization in five major militaries american british german russian
and french over 100 years of warfare revealing both continuities and contrasts within
and between these fighting forces he also provides illuminating glimpses of israeli
and japanese contributions to combined arms doctrine expanding his insightful
analysis of the world wars and the wars in korea and vietnam house also offers much
new material focused on the post vietnam period throughout he analyzes such
issues as command and control problems of highly centralized organizations the
development of special operations forces advances in weapons technology including
ballistic and anti ballistic missile systems the trade offs involved in using heavy
versus light armed forces and the enduring obstacles to effective cooperation
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between air and land forces his strong critique of the air superiority propaganda that
came out of the gulf war is sure to spark some heated debates rigorously
comparative house s study addresses significant questions about how nations
prepare for war learn or don t learn its harsh lessons and adapt to changing times
and technologies unique in the annals of the literature on warfare it will be the
standard work on this subject for a long time to come

1943 general henry h hap arnold the commanding general of u s army air forces
wanted to demonstrate that allied forces could use ships in the air just like the navy
used ships on the sea to stage an aerial invasion of burma air commandos against
japan tells the story of how within a few short months these daring aviators trained
and equipped an entirely new kind of organization moved it to india established
bases and then led it into combat in support of an eccentric and combative british
officer named orde c wingate in japanese occupied burma where terrain made a
textbook frontal assault on the japanese impossible the air commandos took an
unorthodox approach to the fight using unconventional hit and run tactics to confuse
the enemy and to destroy their lines of communication and supply this book
describes how the unit successfully attacked the enemy from the air resupplied
british commandos on the ground and airlifted the wounded out of the battle area
eventually driving the japanese out of burma book jacket
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