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an expert in probing mafia type relationships in present day russia martin mccauley here offers a vigorously written scrutiny of soviet politics and society since the
days of lenin and stalin john keep professor emeritus university of toronto the birth of the soviet union surprised many its demise amazed the whole world how did
imperial russia give way to the soviet union in 1917 and why did the ussr collapse so quickly in 1991 marxism promised paradise on earth but the communist party
never had true power instead allowing lenin and stalin to become dictators who ruled in its name the failure of the planned economy to live up to expectations led to a
boom in the unplanned economy in particular the black market in turn this led to the growth of organised crime and corruption within the government the rise and fall of
the soviet union examines the strengths weaknesses and contradictions of the first marxist state and reassesses the role of power authority and legitimacy in soviet
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politics including first person accounts anecdotes illustrations and diagrams to illustrate key concepts mccauley provides a seminal history of twentieth century russia

a one stop source of information analysis biographical profiles and key primary documents on the collapse of communism in the soviet union studies the rise and fall
of a superpower and its ruling party following a chronology of events five essays provide a narrative overview and discuss the evolution of perestroika the brezhnev
doctrine and the afghan war nationalism and the end of the soviet empire and russia after the collapse of communism also contains biographical profiles of 15 leaders
the text of 22 documents including writings by key figures a glossary and an annotated bibliography

following his great trilogy of biographies of the giants who dominated the history of the soviet union stalin 1991 lenin 1994 and trotsky 1996 dmitri volkogonov delves
deeper into the soviet archives to produce new character evaluations and political assessments of the seven leaders who ruled the soviet union from 1917 to 1991 a
former general in the soviet army s propaganda department director of the institute for military history and defence adviser to president yeltsin from 1991 to his death
from cancer in december 1995 dmitri volkogonov had unrivalled access to soviet military archives communist party documents and secret presidential files basing his
new book on these inside sources he has continued his pioneering work of revealing the truth behind the activities of the world s most secretive political leaders he
throws new light on lenin s paranoia about foreigners in russia his creation of a privileged system for top party members stalin s repression of the nationalities and his
singular conduct of foreign policy the origins and conduct of the korean war khrushchev s relationship with the odious secret service chief beria brezhnev s vanity and
stupidity the afghan war poland and solidarity soviet bureaucracy gorbachev s leninism and role in history

this is the first work to set one of the great bloodless revolutions of the twentieth century in its proper historical context john dunlop pays particular attention to yeltsin
s role in opposing the covert resurgence of communist interests in post coup russia and faces the possibility that new institutions may not survive long enough to sink
roots in a traditionally undemocratic culture

taking the soviet collapse the most cataclysmic event of the recent past as a case study this text engages students in the exercise of historical analysis interpretation
and explanation in exploring the question posed by the title the author introduces and applies such organizing concepts as great power conflict imperial decline
revolution ethnic conflict colonialism economic development totalitarian ideology and transition to democracy in a most accessible way questions and controversies
and extracts from documentary and literary sources anchor the text at key points this book is intended for use in history and political science courses on the soviet
union or more generally on the 20th century

this book looks at the role the soviet union under mikhail gorbachev s leadership played in providing assistance to marxist revolutionaries
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one of the great issues still facing modern commentators is why they failed to anticipate the end of the cold war in the late 1980s this book composed of original
essays written by leading scholars from both sides of the atlantic explores this vexed problem by means of a critical interrogation of soviet studies perhaps the most
controversial and certainly the most policy relevant of all academic disciplines during the era of superpower conflict to some now little more than a footnote in the
intellectual history of the post war period soviet studies for over forty years played a key role in shaping the west s understanding some would say misunderstanding of
the nature of the soviet system but how fair are the charges now levelled against those whose task it once was to explain the strengths and weaknesses of the ussr
how far should they be held responsible for failing to forecast the demise of the soviet union and the end of the cold war and how much better have the experts done in
explaining the dynamics of post communist russia these are at least three of the large questions this innovative book seeks to answer

why did the soviet union collapse in 1991 the collapse of the soviet union has widely been seen as the result of the arms race and cold war and the failure of the soviet
side to keep pace with new technology this book argues that the disintegration was mainly a result of two interrelated factors the rise of the soviet national republics
and the manipulation of the new russian presidency by boris yeltsin in what became a direct power struggle between yeltsin and the soviet leader gorbachev written in
a clear and accessible manner the book provides an explanation of how the national question came to dominate soviet politics by 1990 1 analysis of the economic
crisis that occurred in the late 1980 s a chapter devoted to the year 1991 from the referendum to reform the soviet union to the unforeseen dissolution of the country
by december a discussion of the personalities of and political confrontation between the two key statesman gorbachev and yeltsin also containing a chronology
glossary and who s who of key figures the collapse of the soviet union is essential reading for students of twentieth century european history david r marples is
professor of history at the university of alberta

new edition of a book endorsed in earlier incarnations by bcl3 annotation copyright by book news inc portland or

the unexpected collapse of the soviet union in 1991 signaled the demise of a political and economic system that was widely perceived as durable the preeminent rival
to that of the united states less conspicuous than the momentous political transformations were the altered beliefs aspirations and illusions of the individuals who had
maintained and led that system in this original interpretation the eminent sociologist paul hollander focuses on the human aspects of the failure of soviet communism
he examines how members of the soviet political elite leaders in communist czechoslovakia and hungary high ranking officials in agencies of control and coercion and
distinguished defectors and exiles experienced the erosion of ideals that undermined the political system they had once believed in

controversially this book argues that the ruling party state elite in the ussr itself moved to dismantle the old system topics discussed include the beginnings of
economic decline in 1975 gorbachev s efforts to democratize and decentralize the complex political battle through which the coalition favouring capitalism took power
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the flaws in economic policies intended to rapidly build capitalism the surprising resurgence of communism research includes interviews with over 50 former soviet
government and communist party leaders policy advisors new private businessmen trade union leaders and intellectuals

fr edmund aloysius walsh s j october 10 1885 october 31 1956 was an american jesuit catholic priest author professor of geopolitics and founder of the georgetown
university school of foreign service which he founded in 1919 six years before the u s foreign service itself existed and served as its first regent strongly anti
communist it is alleged that walsh was the man who first suggested to senator mccarthy that he use this issue in order to gain political prominence walsh vigorously
promoted anti communism thought throughout his career wikipedia

combining skilful economic political and social analysis this text provides a fascinating insight into the decline of the soviet union

red coleman a moscow correspondent for the associated press newsweek and u s news and world report has spent over thirty years gathering observations and
experiences to produce this in depth up close definitive examination of the fall of the soviet union and the people and events that contributed essentially to its demise
from the kremlin palace coup against nikita khrushchev in 1964 to the invasion of czechoslovakia and the emergence of the soviet dissident movement during leonid
brezhnev s rule to the rise and fall of mikhail gorbachev and boris yeltsin s troubled presidency through 1995 coleman was the man on the scene for virtually every
defining event of russian history in the postwar era

the fall of communism and the break up of the soviet union into 15 independent states in december 1991 was one of the most significant events of the 20th century in
the last years of soviet rule images of mass protests on the streets of moscow tbilisi and vilnius bloodshed in baku striking miners mikhail gorbachev wooing the west
and boris yeltsin defiantly mounting a tank in front of the white house building in moscow shattered all of the old certainties about the seemingly unbreakable
communist system gorbachev and yeltsin were the dominant figures in this process but non russian national movements workers intellectuals and international
developments all had roles to play jeremy smith presents the dramatic events of 1985 91 in a clear and succinct form setting out a variety of interpretations for the
demise of communism in the soviet union and suggesting new approaches to answering the unresolved question of why it happened smith discusses the long term
and short term factors behind the extraordinary collapse assessing the impact of economic crisis nationalism personalities and democratization in the process

this book explores how modern russian cinema is part of the international information war that has unfolded across a variety of battlefields including social media
online news and television it outlines how russian cinema has been instrumentalized both by the kremlin s allies and its detractors to convey salient political and
cultural messages often in subtle ways thereby becoming a tool for both critiquing and serving domestic and foreign policy objectives shaping national identity and
determining cultural memory it explains how regulations legislation and funding mechanisms have rendered contemporary cinema both an essential weapon for the
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kremlin and a means for more independent figures to publicly frame official government policy in addition the book employs formal cinematic analysis to highlight the
dominant themes and narratives in modern russian films of a variety of genres situating them in russia s broader rhetorical ecosystem and explaining how they serve
the objectives of the kremlin or its opponents

a study of the battle of kursk at prokhorovka one of the largest tank engagements in world history which led to staggering losses imncluding nearly 200 000 soviet and
50 000 german casualties within the first ten days of fighting drawing on both german and soviet sources david m glantz and jonathan m house seek to separate myth
from fact to show what really happened at kursk and how it affected the outcome of world war ii their access to soviet archive material adds detail to what is known
about this conflict enabling them to reconstruct events from both perspectives and describe combat down to the tactical level

in this first comprehensive treatment of the subject richard harrison shows how this theory emerged and developed to become despite radically different political
settings and levels of technology essential to the red army s victory over germany in world war ii

the collapse of the soviet union has produced many dramatic effects some positive the end of the cold war disarmament self determination for central europe and
others quite negative ethnic conflict in the former soviet union and yugoslavia and general instability in the region in a thorough analysis of the soviet case britain
austria hungary germany and the united states this timely study examines why great powers fall the contributors examine the wide ranging consequences of the fall of
great powers for peace and stability in the world they focus much attention on the tension between stability and legitimacy and between a peaceful and just
democratic order the contributors include many of the world s leading experts in their respective fields among them paul kennedy john gaddis william mcneill and
immanuel wallerstein
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