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in the 3rd edition of the leading introductory textbook to planning theory allmendinger

provides a wide ranging and up to date analysis of planning theories how these relate

to planning practice and their significance moving away from a linear chronological

model of progress over time from one paradigm to another allmendinger explains how

and why different theories have gained dominance in particular places at particular

times giving the reader a holistic view of the field of scholarship and to demonstrate the

relevance of planning theory for practise planning theory has undergone significant

changes  in  recent  decades  as  new  theories  and  perspectives  have  emerged

allmendigner takes care to detail the historical evolution of planning theory and the key

philosophical issues involved so as enable the reader to both understand and critique

theories as they encounter them this much revised edition of philip allmendinger s text

draws upon both established theories and expands its scope of current thinking around

neoliberalism post colonialism and post structuralist thinking on politics space and scale

this unique approach to planning theory means this is an essential for all students

completing planning theory courses in urban or planning studies at both undergraduate

and  postgraduate  level  new to  this  edition  comprehensively  revised  and  updated

throughout greater international scope of coverage of theories and practice examples

reflects the shift in planning theory to post structuralism

this book includes twelve newly commissioned and carefully curated chapters each of

which presents an alternative planning history and theory written from the perspective of

groups that have been historically marginalized or neglected in teaching planning history
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and theory many planning programs tend to follow the planning cannon a normative

perspective that mostly accounts for the experience of white anglo christian middle

class middle aged heterosexual able bodied men this book takes a unique approach it

provides alternative planning history and theory timelines for each of  the following

groups women the poor lgbtq communities people with disabilities older adults children

religious minorities people of color migrants indigenous people and colonized peoples in

south asia and sub saharan anglophone africa to allow for easy cross comparison

chapters  follow a similar  chronological  structure which extends from the late  19th

century into the present the authors provide insights into the core planning issues in

each time period and review the different stances and critiques the book is a must read

for planning students and instructors each chapter includes the following pedagogical

features 1 a boxed case study which presents a recent example of positive change to

showcase theory in practice 2 a table which lays out an alternative planning history and

theory timeline for the group covered in the chapter and 3 suggestions for further study

comprising non academic sources such as books websites and films

the purpose of the book is to elaborate a planning theory which departs from the

plethora of theories which reflect the conditions of developed countries of the north west

the empirical material of this effort is derived from a country greece which sits on the

edge between north west and south east at the corner of europe no doubt there is

extensive international literature on planning theory in general from a bewildering variety

of viewpoints the interested professional or student of urban and regional planning is

certainly aware of the dizzying flood of books articles and research reports on planning

theory and of their never ending borrowing of obscure concepts from more respectable

scientific disciplines from mathematics to philosophy and from physics to economics

human geography and sociology he or she probably observed that there is a growing

interest in theoretical approaches from the viewpoint of the so called global south the
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author of the present book has for many decades faced the impasse of attempting to

transplant theories founded on the experience of the north west to countries with a

totally different historical political social and geographical background he learned that

the reality that planners face is unpredictable patchy and responsive to social processes

frequently of a very pedestrian nature planning strives to deal with private interests

which planners are keen to envelop in a single public interest which is extremely hard

to define the behaviour of the average citizen far from being that of the neoclassical

model of the homo economicus is that of an individual a kind of homo individualis who

interacts with the state and the public administration within a complex web of mutual

dependence and negotiation the state and its administrative apparatus i  e the key

determinants  and  fixers  of  urban  and  regional  planning  policy  bargain  with  this

individual  offer  inducements  exemptions  derogations  and  privileges  deviate

unhesitatingly from their grand policy pronouncements but still defend the rationality and

comprehensiveness of the planning system they have legislated and operationalized it

is by and large a successful modus vivendi but only thanks to a constant practice of

compromise hence the term compromise planning which the author  coined as an

alternative to all the existing theoretical forms of planning this is the sort of planning and

of the accompanying theory with which he deals in this book it is the outcome of

experience  and  knowledge  accumulated  in  a  long  personal  journey  of  academic

teaching in england and greece research and professional involvement

a deep exploration on how questions of  time and its  organisation affect  planning

practice this book is aimed at public and private planning practitioners national and local

politicians and policy makers involved in planning academics and students studying

planning and related disciplines it presents time as a pervasive form of power that is

used to shape democratic practices and questions project speed where time to think

deliberate and plan has been squeezed the authors demonstrate the many benefits of
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slow planning for the key participants multiple interests and planning system overall

the sixth edition of the highly successful the city reader juxtaposes the very best classic

and contemporary writings on the city to provide the comprehensive mapping of the

terrain of urban studies and planning old and new the city reader is the anchor volume

in the routledge urban reader series and is now integrated with all ten other titles in the

series this edition has been extensively updated and expanded to reflect the latest

thinking in each of the disciplinary areas included and in topical areas such as compact

cities urban history place making sustainable urban development globalization cities and

climate change the world city network the impact of technology on cities resilient cities

cities in africa and the middle east and urban theory the new edition places greater

emphasis on cities in the developing world globalization and the global city system of

the future the plate sections have been revised and updated sixty generous selections

are included forty four from the fifth edition and sixteen new selections including three

newly written exclusively for the city reader the sixth edition keeps classic writings by

authors such as ebenezer howard ernest w burgess lecorbusier lewis mumford jane

jacobs and louis wirth as well as the best contemporary writings of among others peter

hall manuel castells david harvey saskia sassen and kenneth jackson in addition to

newly commissioned selections by yasser elshestawy peter taylor and lawrence vale

new selections in the sixth edition include writings by aristotle peter calthorpe alberto

camarillo filip deboech edward glaeser david owen henri pirenne the project for public

spaces  jonas  rabinovich  and  joseph  lietman  doug  saunders  and  bish  sanyal  the

anthology features general and section introductions as well as individual introductions

to the selected articles introducing the authors providing context relating the selection to

other selection and providing a bibliography for further study the sixth edition includes

fifty plates in four plate sections substantially revised from the fifth edition

complexity  complex  systems  and  complexity  theories  are  becoming  increasingly
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important within a variety disciplines while these issues are less well known within the

discipline of spatial planning there has been a recent growing awareness and interest

as planners grapple with how to consider the vagaries of the real world when putting

together  proposals  for  future  development  they  question  how complexity  complex

systems and complexity theories might prove useful with regard to spatial planning and

the  physical  environment  this  book  provides  a  readable  overview  presenting  and

relating  a  range of  understandings  and characteristics  of  complexity  and complex

systems as they are relevant to planning it recognizes multiple relational approaches of

dynamic  complexity  which  enhance  understandings  of  and  facilitate  working  with

contingencies of place time and the various participants behaviours in doing so it should

contribute to a better understanding of processes with regard to our physical and social

worlds

today our cities are an embodiment of the complex historical evolution of knowledge

desires  and  technology  our  planned  and  designed  activities  co  evolve  with  our

aspirations  mediated  by  the  existing  technologies  and  social  structures  the  city

represents the accretion and accumulation of successive layers of collective activity

structuring and being structured by other increasingly distant cities reaching now right

around  the  globe  this  historical  and  structural  development  cannot  therefore  be

understood or captured by any set of fixed quantitative relations structural changes

imply that the patterns of growth and their underlying reasons change over time and

therefore that any attempt to control the morphology of cities and their patterns of flow

by means of planning and design must be dynamical based on the mechanisms that

drive the changes occurring at a given moment this carefully edited post proceedings

volume gathers a snapshot view by leading researchers in field of current complexity

theories of cities in it the achievements criticisms and potentials yet to be realized are

reviewed and the implications to planning and urban design are assessed
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