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an introduction to social and political theory discussing such topics as freedom citizenship and rights social justice and
equality and constitutionalism and democracy the authors show how people view these concepts in different ways they

also offer solutions for resolving disputes

political theorists are too often silent on questions of method and approach david leopold and marc stears have
assembled a distinguished group of contributors to break that silence and to explain and defend the research methods
they utilise in their own work the result is a rich and varied collection which does not suggest that there is only one
right way to conduct political theory but rather introduces readers to many of the often unelaborated methods and
approaches that currently inform the work of leading scholars in the field amongst the topics covered are the complex
and contested connections between political theory and a range of adjacent disciplines including moral philosophy the
empirical social sciences the history of political thought the world of real politics critical social theory and ideology both
individually and as a collection these essays will promote understanding and provoke further debate amongst students
and established scholars alike they will be encouraged to reflect on their own methodological assumptions to re examine

the practical tools of analysis they employ and to re evaluate why the research they do matters

this book provides an engaging and intellectually challenging introduction to political ideologies while at the same time
giving an accessible route into the subject for those new to politics supported by an outstanding companion website it
has strong claims to be the best undergraduate textbook on ideologies on the market dr mike gough university of east
anglia introduction to political theory is a text for the 21st century it shows students why an understanding of theory is
crucial to an understanding of issues and events in a rapidly shifting global political landscape bringing together classic

and contemporary political concepts and ideologies into one book this new text introduces the major approaches to
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political issues that have shaped the modern world and the ideas that form the currency of political debate introduction
to political theory relates political ideas to political realities through effective use of examples and cases studies making
theory lively contentious and relevant this thoroughly revised and updated second edition contains new chapters on
global justice and political violence as well as an expanded treatment of globalisation and the state a wide range of
pedagogical features helps to clarify extend and apply students understanding of the fundamental ideologies and
concepts this is comprised of case studies demonstrate how political ideas concepts and issues manifest in the real
world focus boxes encourage students to appreciate alternative viewpoints a range of thought provoking photographs
challenge students to examine concepts from a different angle suggestions for further reading and weblinks are also
provided to help students to further their understanding introduction to political theory is accompanied by an innovative
website with multiple choice questions biographies of key figures in political theory further case studies and an

innovative how to read feature which helps students get to grips with difficult primary texts

while western modern political thought has been a story of inclusion it has also been one of continued exclusion and
new forms of political oppression and silencing this is why political theory is so necessary today political thought is
diverse from liberal theories laying out ideal democratic institutions to critical analyses of postcolonial settler states to
conceptual analyses of the nature of freedom there are very different approaches topics and aims within the tradition of
western political theory what binds these diverse forms of thinking together how do how do they help us to understand
political institutions life behaviour and events how do they help us to make decisions in the complex world of politics
this book significantly revised and reconceptualized introduces you to the modern discipline of political theory in the
western tradition tackling its key debates concepts problems and traditions what is the nature of political concepts what
problems do they pose to thinkers and political actors how have modern political thinkers usually approached thinking
about politics how has this been problematized in contemporary debates has modern politics fundamentally ignored

economically impoverished groups women indigenous peoples racialized groups and the natural environment how have
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ideas like freedom equality sovereignty and the state been conceptualized in the modern tradition what tensions has this
given rise to delving into topics as diverse as maoism postcolonialism and white supremacy boxed features give you
room to explore and expand in political theorising focusing on the texts helps you deal with difficult texts and
arguments tradition introduces you to major approaches to political theory thinker allows you to understand the
contributions of major figures in political thought thinking globally gives insight into how political theory is adapting to
global interconnectedness beyond the west makes you reflect on what can be learnt from non western approaches
spanning the development of western political thought from thucydides through to john rawls and beyond with a focus
on modern and contemporary debates this is an essential text for undergraduate and postgraduate courses on political

thought and political philosophy

this volume combines remarkable coverage and distinguished contributors the inclusion of thematic conceptual and
historical chapters will make it a valuable resource for scholars as well as students professor george klosko department
of politics university of virginia this major new handbook provides a definitive state of the art review to political theory
past and present it offers a complete guide to all the main areas and fields of political and philosophical inquiry today
by the world s leading theorists the handbook is divided into five parts which together serve to illustrate the diversity of
political theorizing the substantive theories that provide an over aching analysis of the nature or justification of the state
and political life the political theories that have been either formulated or resurgent in recent years the current state of
the central debates within contemporary political theory the history of western political thought and its interpretations
traditions in political thought outside a western perspective the handbook of political theory marks a benchmark
publication at the cutting edge of its field it is essential reading for all students and academics of political theory and

political philosophy around the world

in this volume bernstein forsees and outlines the development of a social theory that is at once empirical interpretive
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and critical

this exciting new book is the first comprehensive and critical study of the relationship between the pragmatist tradition
and political theory festenstein develops his argument through a detailed and original reading of four key thinkers john

dewey richard rorty jurgen habermas and hilary putnam

this exciting new book is the first comprehensive and critical study of the relationship between the pragmatist tradition
and political theory festenstein develops his argument through a detailed and original reading of four key thinkers john

dewey richard rorty jurgen habermas and hilary putnam

this work provides a comprehensive survey and analysis of buddhist political theory from the time of the buddha to the

present

first published in 1987 the key issues concepts and figures relevant to the study of political science and theory today are
covered in this volume and useful suggestions for further reading are included in political science topics range from the
analysis of voting to decision making philosophical issues from anarchism through human rights to utopianism and the

biographies deal with major thinkers such as arendt burke hobbes marx and rousseau

political theory an introduction is a pioneering political theory textbook that is a step towards making students do and
evolve an indian political theory that is theory born out of reflection on and engagement with indian social and political
practices it innovatively embeds indian cases and contexts in the theoretical discussions and involves students in
applying theories to current issues without oversimplifying concepts this textbook uses the conversational context
specific style of a good teacher and recreates the flavour of the classroom inside its covers some of its special features

are an outline for each chapter highlighting its main elements an introductory section discussing the concept and
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rationale of chapter organization cross referencing of important terms points for discussion and a detailed reading list

in his controversial new book andrew vincent sets out to analyse and challenge the established nostrums of
contemporary political theory the nature of political theory offers three major contributions to current scholarship it
offers first a comprehensive synoptic and comparative analysis of the major conceptions of political theory
predominantly during the twentieth century this analysis incorporates systematic critiques of both anglo american and
continental contributions the nature of theory is seen as intrinsically pluralistic and internally divided secondly the idea of
foundationalism is employed in the book to bring some coherence to this internally complex and fragmented practice the
book consequently focuses on the various foundational concerns embedded within conceptions of political theory thirdly
the book argues for an adjustment to the way we think about the discipline political theory is reconceived as a
theoretically based indeterminate subject which should be more attuned to practice and history andrew vincent makes a
case for a more ecumenical and tolerant approach to the discipline suggesting that there are different but equally
legitimate answers to the question what is political theory acceptance of this view would involve a supplementation of
the standard substantive approaches to contemporary political theory the nature of political theory offers a unique and
idiosyncratic perspective on our current understanding of political theory making it an indispensable resource for all

scholars and students of the discipline

this book presents an analysis of the political concepts it focuses on enduring disputes about the nature of freedom
power equality justice democracy and authority the book is useful for both first year and advanced students who seek

to learn more about political theory

political parties have only recently become a subject of investigation in normative political theory parties have

traditionally been studied by political scientists in their organizational features and in relation to the analysis of related

6 Public Law And Political Theory



Public Law And Political Theory

topics such as party systems and electoral systems little attention however was paid until recently to the normative
assumptions that underlie partisanship and party politics are parties desirable for democratic politics how should liberal
democracies deal with extremist and or anti democratic parties do religious parties undermine the secular distinction
between religion and politics and is that bad for liberal democracies these are only some of the many questions that
political theorists had left unanswered for a long time the papers in this collection aim to provide a twofold contribution
to the normative analysis of partisanship on the one hand they aim to offer a first much needed state of the art of the
existing research in this area many of the contributors have already done extensive research on partisanship and their
pieces partly reflect their research expertise and individual approaches to this topic on the other hand all pieces move
beyond the authors existing work and represent significant additions to the normative literature on partisanship thus
setting the standards for future research in this area this book was published as a special issue of critical review of

international social and political philosophy

long recognized as one of the main branches of political science political theory has in recent years burgeoned in many
different directions close textual analysis of historical texts sits alongside more analytical work on the nature and
normative grounds of political values continental and post modern influences jostle with ones from economics history
sociology and the law feminist concerns with embodiment make us look at old problems in new ways and challenges of
new technologies open whole new vistas for political theory this handbook provides comprehensive and critical coverage
of the lively and contested field of political theory and will help set the agenda for the field for years to come forty five
chapters by distinguished political theorists look at the state of the field where it has been in the recent past and where
it is likely to go in future they examine political theory s edges as well as its core the globalizing context of the field and

the challenges presented by social economic and technological changes

this text provides an up to date account of how things currently stand in political philosophy and will provide an
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excellent introduction for students from any background it gives a lucid and careful account of the central controversies
and sites of disagreement in political theory over the last thirty years and rather than sacrifice theoretical sophistication
and nuance for the sake of clarity and accessibility it admirably achieves both catriona mckinnon university of york this
comprehensive textbook provides a complete and accessible introduction to the main theorists and issues in
contemporary political theory today the text is organized into two major parts the first contemporary liberal theory
outlines four distinct liberal theories of justice to introduce the work of rawls nozick gauthier and dworkin the second
alternative traditions introduces the theorists and themes associated with four key areas of contemporary debate
communitarianism multiculturalism deliberative democracy and feminism by giving students questions for consideration
and using applied examples throughout the text illustrates the practical relevance of contemporary theoretical debates to
everyday issues in policy and politics the result is an essential overview of all the main traditions issues and positions in
political theory today that will serve as an invaluable resource for all students of contemporary political theory political
ideas and political philosophy colin farrelly is assistant professor in the department of political science at the university
of waterloo canada introduction to contemporary political theory will complement contemporary political theory a reader

edited by colin farrelly and also published by sage publications
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