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this exploration of the experiences of adopting parents and children offers unusual insight into adoption s complexity
and its profound impact on family life based on the author s research in germany where she lived and taught the
adopted child has a great deal to say about child rearing and identity as well as offering insights into similarities and
differences in family life and adoption in germany and the united states hoffmann reim takes the reader through the
decision to adopt the adoption placement procedure and the transition from applicant to mother and father she explores
differences between emotions experienced in adopting a baby a toddler and an older child and how these emotions can
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affect relations with the world outside the nuclear family a central concern is secrecy and disclosure with regard to the
adopted child s origins based on case studies and extensive interviews the adopted child has fascinated american
readers as it did those in germany professionals as well as those interested in adoption and family life in general will
find it significant sociologists will find it solidly grounded in concepts and traditions from a diversity of related
disciplines and anyone interested in germans and german society will find the materials revealing and the author s
interpretation insightful and wise

how do adoptions really turn out how do adopted children feel about the family they were given and the opportunities
they were offered to what extent do they fulfil their new parents expectations of them and does it matter whether their
adoption grew out of a fostering relationship or was considered right from the start as a permanent arrangement
originally published in 1980 the major follow up study on which this book is based sought to answer these questions the
research involved 160 sets of parents and over 100 of their adopted children now young adults this was in fact the
largest group of adult adoptees anywhere in the world to be interviewed and studied in a systematic way as they look
back over their life together the parents and the young people explain what adopting or being adopted was like for them
this title offers glimpses of adoptive family life over a period of more than twenty years compares the views of the young
people with those of their adopters and measures the factors which influenced the various outcomes particular attention
is paid to the basis on which the child was originally placed in order to shed light on the controversial subject at the
time of whether a preliminary fostering period represents a useful safeguard the information gathered by lois raynor
and her colleagues provided the feedback so long sought by social work teachers and by those practising social workers
who had the responsibility for making long term plans for children and for approving foster home or adoption
applications at the time readers with personal experience of adoption will be interested in making their own
comparisons while prospective adopters will learn to avoid some pitfalls and to enjoy an adopted child as their own

this element overviews recent research on children s adjustment to adoption and its relevance for key questions
addressed in developmental science first a historical perspective on trends in adoption practice and adoptive family life
is offered second research on children s adjustment to adoption is reviewed including the impact of early adversity on
their development as well as biological and social factors related to their recovery from adversity third factors impacting
adoptive identity development are examined followed by research on open adoption and adoption by sexual minority
adults fourth different types of postadoption support and services that facilitate family stability and children s emotional
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well being are analyzed finally conclusions are drawn and recommendations for future research and practice are offered

adoption affects the birth parents the adoptive parents and the adopted children in many different ways some positive
and some negative each party within this triad has many un answered questions but discussing them helps to lighten the
burdens for everyone mary muchiri and her adopted son share their journey and try to answer their individual questions
they hope to inspire all who are asking similar questions by comparing human adoption with the much greater and more
lasting adoption into the eternal family of god

birthdays may be difficult for me i want you to take the initiative in opening conversations about my birth family when i
act out my fears in obnoxious ways please hang in there with me i am afraid you will abandon me the voices of adopted
children are poignant questioning and they tell a familiar story of loss fear and hope this extraordinary book written by a
woman who was adopted herself gives voice to children s unspoken concerns and shows adoptive parents how to free
their kids from feelings of fear abandonment and shame with warmth and candor sherrie eldridge reveals the twenty
complex emotional issues you must understand to nurture the child you love that he must grieve his loss now if he is to
receive love fully in the future that she needs honest information about her birth family no matter how painful the
details may be and that although he may choose to search for his birth family he will always rely on you to be his parents
filled with powerful insights from children parents and experts in the field plus practical strategies and case histories
that will ring true for every adoptive family twenty things adopted kids wish their adoptive parents knew is an invaluable
guide to the complex emotions that take up residence within the heart of the adopted child and within the adoptive
home

adoption affects the birth parents the adoptive parents and the adopted children in many different ways some positive
and some negative each party within this triad has many un answered questions but discussing them helps to lighten the
burdens for everyone mary muchiri and her adopted son share their journey and try to answer their individual questions
they hope to inspire all who are asking similar questions by comparing human adoption with the much greater and more
lasting adoption into the eternal family of god

the author covers all the common questions that children ask about adoption and provides sensitive candid answers in a
way that children will be able to understand and relate to each chapter is devoted to a particular issue such as why a
child is adopted who chose the child s first name and what happens when the child grows up
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explores the obstacles and issues that adoptees orphans and foster children face when they have been separated from a
parent or denied the right to know their origins

includes dual text one for the adult reader one for the child explaining some of the conflicting feelings of an adopted
child

adoption affects the birth parents the adoptive parents and the adopted children in many different ways some positive
and some negative each party within this triad has many un answered questions but discussing them helps to lighten the
burdens for everyone mary muchiri and her adopted son share their journey and try to answer their individual questions
they hope to inspire all who are asking similar questions by comparing human adoption with the much greater and more
lasting adoption into the eternal family of god

the primal wound is a book which is revolutionizing the way we think about adoption in its application of information
about pre and perinatal psychology attachment bonding and loss it clarifies the effects of separation from the birth
mother on adopted children in addition it gives those children whose pain has long been unacknowledged or
misunderstood validation for their feelings as well as explanations for their behavior since its original publication in
1993 the primal wound has become a classic in adoption literature and is considered the adoptees bible the insight
which is brought to the experiences of abandonment and loss will contribute not only to the healing of adoptees adoptive
families and birth parents but will bring understanding and encouragement to anyone who has ever felt abandoned

sought after answers to lifelong question

presents a guide to parenting an adopted child and offers advice on when to tell children they are adopted how to
nuture strong relationships between siblings and on how to understand and counter myths that are harmful to adopted
children

adoption remains a subject of intense controversy some groups call for the abolition of adoption altogether as an
outmoded social institution that fails to meet the needs of any of the members involved while others propose major
changes in our social and legal systems yet few reformers have been able to reach a consensus or to provide concrete
solutions to the problems they describe in this first book to take into account all the core issues surrounding the
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adoption debate elisor rosenberg throws light on what adoption means for all three members of the triad adoptees
adoptive parents and birth parents at every stage of life drawing on extensive case examples she examines the ways in
which the triad members lives interact with and affect each other in the course of their lifetimes and offers direct
practical advice on handling the issues and conflicts that often arise the continued mourning of birth parents the
difficult behavior of a child who tests the bounds of an adoptive parent s love and acceptance and the numerous
developmental hurdles of adoptive parents are just some of the issues which rosenberg addresses
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