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the catholic lectionary guides us through the liturgical year presenting old and new
testament readings that together reveal god s unfolding plan for our salvation in the
word of the lord reflections on the sunday mass readings for year b biblical scholar dr
john  bergsma  provides  commentary  on  each  sunday  s  unique  presentation  of
readings whether you are a homilist seeking insight into the meaning of difficult
scriptural passages or a pew catholic desiring a deepened understanding of the
readings you hear at mass the word of the lord serves as an invaluable guide this
volume includes commentaries for readings for the season of advent readings for
the season of christmas readings for the season of lent readings for the season of
easter readings for the season of ordinary time readings for solemnities of the lord in
ordinary time

the sunday lectionary examines a key aspect of the liturgical use of the bible how
the lectionary puts biblical flesh on the bones of the liturgical calendar and gives
paschal shape to the christian year although the current lectionary has been in use
since 1969 its history purpose and structure remains relatively unknown to the many
who proclaim or hear its readings the sunday lectionary contributes to a theology of
proclamation by explaining the principles that underlie the lectionary s selection of
biblical passages and its patterns of reading distribution that structure the sundays
feast days and seasons of the liturgical year the book is divided into two parts the
first  lays  the  groundwork by  surveying the history  of  the  lectionaries  chapter  1
chronicling  the  highlights  of  the  vatican  ii  lectionary  reform  chapter  2  and
examining the characteristic traits of the revised sunday and feast day lectionary and
its  ecumenical  import  chapter  3  the  second  part  analyzes  the  lectionary  s
architecture for each of the liturgical seasons chapters 4 9 liturgical proclamation
breathes life into the ancient inscribed words transforming them from words into
the word thus bringing the transforming nourishing presence of the risen christ into
the world the sunday lectionary not only helps enrich theological conversation but
helps pastors homilists worship leaders rectors cantors and students of liturgy foster
a  deeper  appreciation  of  the  lectionary  and  through  the  lectionary  the  liturgy
normand bonneau omi thd is associate professor of new testament at saint paul
university  in ottawa canada his  special  interests  are the letters  of  paul  and the
sunday lectionary in which he teaches graduate and undergraduate courses and on
which he has published a number of articles
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each year we begin anew the journey to the radiant feast of pascha entering the
season of repentance known as great lent the homilies presented in this modest
volume from one of the spiritual giants of the orthodox church of russia can both
encourage and inform us in this struggle of the fast for the first time a selection of st
john s lenten sermons is presented in english translation they follow the thematic
structure  of  the lenten season in  the orthodox church from the sunday of  the
publican and the pharisee through to great and holy friday a sermon for st thomas
sunday that follows holy pascha is offered as an epilogue
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