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education in east asia varies widely due to the cultural and political histories of each country the communist governments of china north korea and vietnam mandate schooling differently
from the limited democracy of hong kong and the parliamentary government of japan the history of the educational philosophies systems and curricula of seventeen east asian countries are
described here with a timeline highlighting educational developments and a special day in the life feature a personal account of what it is like for a student to attend school in that country

east asia is normally identified as a group of countries lying along the western edge of the pacific ocean but in recent years scholars have begun thinking about a new east asia that is a
community rather than a set of sovereign states this regional community is a theoretical notion variously defined on the basis of economic or political relations philosophical orientations
language or other criteria with each standard producing a different set of boundaries this book looks at the new east asia from a northeast asian perspective considering it both as a
theoretical construct and a practical reality the authors are asian studies specialists mainly from japan but with contributions from korea and the united states and they consider the trade
and economic interaction diplomacy and security arrangements of east asia prepared as part of a five year research program conducted by waseda university s 21st century center of
excellence for the creation of contemporary asian studies the essays are published here in english for the first time

during the past half century u s policy in east asia was guided by a simple dictum avoid the domination of east asia by any power other than the united states increasingly however this
policy approach seems questionable in a globalizing world a massively changed east asia and a much deeper u s economic involvement in the region even as east asian leaders often tell
americans they want a continued u s presence for security purposes they also fear an american effort to contain china that will put them between a rising regional power and the global
superpower creating dangerous tensions that ultimately would threaten the region s golden goose china s powerful economic growth engine others like some japanese would welcome a
conclusion by the united states that a powerful china ultimately threatens american interests the post american century in east asia addresses major policy problems of east asia from the
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management of our relations with china to the north korean nuclear problem to the growth of east asian regionalism the book answers how in light of east asia s growing power and
influence the united states can retain influence commensurate with its interests the transformation of the region requires us to ask whether some longstanding perspectives are still relevant
as well as what changes are needed in american policy

the world has undergone significant change since the end of the cold war one such development is that the asia pacific has become increasingly prominent in international affairs this
comprehensive study provides a detailed understanding of key issues actors and future trends in the region

the practice of trading across international borders has undergone a series of changes with great consequences for the world trading community the result of new trade agreements a number
of financial crises the emergence of the world trade organization and countless other less obvious developments in international trade in east asia a group of esteemed contributors provides
a summary of empirical factors of international trade specifically as they pertain to east asian countries such as china japan korea and taiwan comprised of twelve fascinating studies
international trade in east asia highlights many of the trading practices between countries within the region as well as outside of it the contributors bring into focus some of the region s
endemic and external barriers to international trade and discuss strategies for improving productivity and fostering trade relationships studies on some of the factors that drive exports the
influence of research and development the effects of foreign investment and the ramifications of different types of protectionism will particularly resonate with the financial and economic
communities who are trying to keep pace with this dramatically altered landscape

an overarching ambiguity characterizes east asia today the region has at least a century long history of internal divisiveness war and conflict and it remains the site of several nettlesome
territorial disputes however a mixture of complex and often competing agents and processes has been knitting together various segments of east asia in remapping east asia t j pempel suggests
that the region is ripe for cooperation rather than rivalry and that recent region building developments in east asia have had a substantial cumulative effect on the broader canvas of
international politics this collection is about the people processes and institutions behind that region building in it experts on the area take a broad approach to the dynamics and
implications of regionalism instead of limiting their focus to security matters they extend their discussions to topics as diverse as the mercurial nature of japan s leadership role in the region
southeast asian business networks the war on terrorism in asia and the political economy of environmental regionalism throughout they show how nation states corporations and problem
specific coalitions have furthered regional cohesion not only by establishing formal institutions but also by operating informally semiformally or even secretly

the east asian region continues to experience rapid transformation revealing both dynamic changes as well as unresolved issues this innovative book is a valuable resource in understanding
the extent to which countries in east asia are confronting old and new challenges similarly at the regional level the book tackles the trials in consolidating east asia as a region within this
context insights to east asia provides an introduction to a wide ranging array of issues actors and institutions interacting inside and outside the region the book reflects the diverse ways in
which state and non state actors are responding to numerous concerns the complexity of issues is unravelled through an informed analysis of contemporary concerns that include the
development of east asian regionalism impact of china s foreign aid on timor leste the competition from chinese manufacturers to their south korean counterparts protracted north korean
denuclearisation the influence of pressure groups in japanese politics as well as the dilemma of an emerging plural society in japan by reflecting on these key issues students scholars and
policy practitioners will nd that the book engages readers to think critically of the ever changing east asian landscape

with its long history of internal divisiveness and its intersecting cultural and linguistic cleavages east asia is undoubtedly a complex area however the idea of east asia as a regional entity is
one that is relatively recent a concept that gained momentum after the financial crisis that rocked the region in the 1990s in recent years east asia has become considerably more
interdependent connected and cohesive this increased cohesiveness has been driven by a dense network of trade and investments technology sharing and communication among many other
variables and has been reflected in the increasing institutionalisation of regional mechanisms like the asean regionalism is not however entirely about economic interdependence in today s
day and age it means not only overarching social networks and a regional identity but also strategic thinking that recognises common security interests this book takes into account the
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regional discourses of two of east asia s biggest players the united states and china while the former has been a power to reckon with albeit externally deeply entrenched in the region since
the end of the second world war the rise of china in the 21st century and its emergence as the largest power in east asia has brought a new perspective to east asian regionalism in 2010 the
united states began reasserting itself in east asia bringing into sharp focus the ideological differences between itself and china as each vied to shape the architecture of east asian security there
is no doubt that heightened american interest comes at a time when china s own views of regionalism have become noticeably less cooperative while balance of power politics is one way to
look at the geopolitical tug of war in east asia there are questions that have not yet been answered how do the two countries look at a region that is so important for them how has that
perception influenced their foreign policy within the same arena more importantly how do they define east asia this book studies american and chinese regional discourses from the end of
the cold war to the present day in order to highlight the rationale behind the natural balance of power politics between an established power and a rising one and its subsequent effects on
security regionalism in east asia

from accelerating giant china to still slumbering laos from fun pursuing thailand to post bubble japan east asian societies display an irrepressible energy and cultural depth that can be an
inspiration to all a seasoned writer on the east asian scene roy garner offers a personal perspective on the latest trends in lifestyles and fashions across this immensely diverse and rapidly
evolving region

cohen charts the course of cultural intellectual economic and political developments in east asia particularly china and japan from the beginning of recorded time to the present day and
examines such events as the rise and fall of key dynasties the ascendance of the british empire and the development of democracy in asia

the book analyses and evaluates the development role and impact of the state in east asia in both capitalist south korea and taiwan and socialist china contexts it makes use of new research
data on the mechanisms and impact of state intervention in east asian development and presents an original theory taking issue with the conventional view that east asian development
reflects the power of market forces

china and east asian strategic dynamics the shaping of a new regional order edited by mingjiang li and dongmin lee examines how china s remarkable economic growth and its proactive
diplomatic efforts in recent years have not only shored up its importance in global issues but also induced a transformation of the strategic dynamics in east asia the authors argue that
major power relations in the region appear to be driven by some new momentum along with the changing international environment the contributors of this edited volume are well
known scholars in their areas of specialty and the book is divided into five parts the first part discusses china s soft and hard power in east asia the second examines china and the strategic
interactions between major powers this particular section is devoted to discussion on the strategic responses of the major regional powers the united states japan korea india and asean to
china s rise part three focuses on china s strategic approach to east asian regionalism of particular note are china s active leadership role in institution building efforts strategic calculations
and preference for an informal approach the fourth section analyzes the cross taiwan strait relations and their impact on both china and east asia the final section of china and east asian
strategic dynamics addresses the issue of china and maritime order in east asia china and east asian strategic dynamics the shaping of a new regional order edited by mingjiang li and
dongmin lee is a pioneering work given that the rise of china is a prominent issue in politics and economics worldwide this edited collection is essential for a wide audience of policy
makers academics and students alike

what is the relationship between globalization and economic security globalisation and economic security in east asiais an incisive new engagement with this important question that uses
detailed conceptual exploration and fresh empirical analysis viewing traditional neorealist conceptions of economic security as overly narrow this new study suggests that any conception of
economic security in the contemporary era needs to also pay close attention to the nature of global capitalism and the insecurities it generates for societies and individuals this uniquely open
ended approach to conceptualizing economic security is supported by the east asian experience the country case studies included here reveal that while economic security has largely been
posed as one of ensuring sustainable economic growth and equitable social development particularly following the 1997 to 1998 asian financial crisis other more realist conceptions of
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economic security have not become irrelevant this is also an exploration of whether and how national regional and multilateral institutions as well as non state regional mechanisms help
policy makers meet the task of governing in the interests of economic security this book will be of great interest to all students and scholars of international relations international political
economy of east asia globalization and security studies

this volume is a collection of papers written by nationals or former nationals of the respective country in asean and northeast asia unlike other works written by scholars outside asean or
east asia it offers an insider s point of view of the 10 asean states china japan and south korea on regional community building while a nationalist perspective may permeate throughout the
study it is also clear that pursuing regional cooperation is considered to be important by the respective author denoting the non exclusivity between nationalism and regionalism and the
mutual reinforcement of the two each author of this volume has made a deliberate effort to introduce and survey the developmental challenges and experiences of his or her country from a
historical perspective all authors without exception have emphasized the importance and advantages in staying with asean or linking up with asean by china japan and south korea in
political security economic and socio cultural terms their papers also reveal that the self help and self strengthening mechanism emphasized by the asean plus three process will take time to
bear fruits in the meantime it seems that bilateral interactions and cooperation between asean and northeast asian states remain to be more dominant as shown in this study one can argue
that bilateral interactions are the building block of multilateralism interactions to be sure there is a deliberate effort in this study to highlight unity in diversity in east asia in general and
asean in particular

focusing on the role of the tribute system in maintaining stability in east asia and in fostering diplomatic and commercial exchange kang contrasts this history against the example of europe
and the east asian states skirmishes with nomadic peoples to the north and west although china has been the unquestioned hegemon in the region with other political units always considered
secondary the tributary order entailed military cultural and economic dimensions that afforded its participants immense latitude europe s westphalian system on the other hand was based
on formal equality among states and balance of power politics resulting in incessant interstate conflict

in contrast to the literature s focuses on market culture state and dependency east asia and the world economy points to the crucial role of geopolitical and regional factors in east asian
development the authors provide a cohesive review of the world systems model as it applies to east asia exploring its intellectual heritage the historical context through which it arose its
basic assumptions and its policy implications to illustrate how this model works in east asia the authors examine the economies of hong kong taiwan china north korea and japan the result
is a fascinating study that demonstrates how the world systems model provides a more focused explanation of east asia s peculiar pattern of development

the political economy of industrial policy in east asia sheds new light on the reasons why taiwan and south korea have achieved such remarkable progress in the semiconductor industry this
book focuses on the institutional arrangements in taiwan and south korea across time and shows how the state and society have interacted to accomplish the successful development of the
semiconductor industry it argues persuasively that three institutional factors are critical in understanding the development processes of the semiconductor industry in these two countries first
the different degrees of business concentration second the different state structures and their influence on policy making networks and finally the different international political economies
in which the two countries are located the author challenges the developmental statist argument which has traditionally offered the most popular explanation of east asian development and
includes recent industrial data and statistics demonstrating the current status of this rapidly changing industry this book will be welcomed by graduate students and academics in the fields
of comparative political economy international political economy and industrial policy it will also appeal to those interested in industrial development strategies east asian development and
comparative politics

east asia is a region deeply affected by conflict colonial ideological and national wars have left their scars and legacies on regional international and national governance yet east asian post
conflict development experiences have been viewed as remarkably successful the three largest economies of east asia japan china and south korea have all experienced dramatic growth but
immediately prior to their periods of expansion all experienced the devastating impacts of international conflicts and or civil upheaval these post conflict development success stories do not
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however tell the whole tale other states in east asia and in particular certain regions within some of these states while apparently emerging from similar conflictual backgrounds have
experienced far less positive transitions this volume critically assesses measurements of success in east asian post conflict development from a human centered perspective this involves a major
re evaluation of accepted accounts of domestic governance and international relations in east asia from both a comparative and inter disciplinary viewpoint case study rich this volume
provides policy prescriptions for east asian donors and actors in an effort to provide asian solutions for asian problems

there has been a proliferation of proposals for bilateral free trade areas in east asia in recent times these initiatives fly in the face of the long standing support of key players in the region
such as japan for the mfn based non discriminatory trading system and the commitment to non discriminatory trade liberalisation and reform within apec as china establishes its role in
the wto its interests are very much in an open global trading system the paper argues that the core interests of east asian economies remain in non discriminatory global trading
arrangements and prosecuting those interests within the doha round of trade negotiations it suggests that a way forward in sorting out the trade distorting and protectionist effects of free
trade agreements would be for east asian economies to take a lead in negotiations on strengthening wto rules on preferential trade arrangements in terms of global economic welfare the
only good preferential arrangement is one that disappears in time the paper makes specific recommendations for re vamping the rule on preferential trade arrangements with that objective
in mind p 1
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