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contemporary nation states have seen the rise of religious pluralism within their borders
brought about by global migration and the challenge of radical religious movements secular
states and religious diversity explores the meaning of secularism and religious freedom in
these new contexts the contributors chart the impact of globalization the varying forms of
secularism in western states and the different kinds of relations between states and religious
institutions in the historical traditions and contemporary politics of islamic indic and chinese
societies they also examine the limitations and dilemmas of governmental responses to
religious diversity and grapple with the question of how secular states deal and should deal
with such pluralism this volume brings in perspectives from the non western world and
engages with viewpoints that might increase states capacities to accommodate religious
diversity positively

the rise of china and india could be the most important political development of the twenty first
century what will the foreign policies of china and india look like in the future what should they
look like and what can each country learn from the other bridging two worlds gathers a coterie
of experts in the field analyzing profound political thinkers from these ancient regions whose
theories of interstate relations set the terms for the debates today this volume is the first work
of its kind and is essential reading for anyone interested in the growth of china and india and
what it means for the rest of the world this brilliant volume shines a light on the two great
civilizations that will once again drive world history no volume could be more timely more
relevant and more needed than this one kishore mahbubani distinguished fellow asia research
institute nus and author of the asian 21st century with the recently elevated economic and
political power of china and the great potential of india in the twenty first century
interdisciplinary dialogue and engagement such as is found in this book is necessary for
contemporary debates in political theory and international relations kuiyi shen professor of
asian art history theory and criticism university of california san diego
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notwithstanding his contributions to religion nonviolence civil rights and civil disobedience
among other areas gandhi s most significant contribution is that as a political philosopher
while he is not often treated as such gandhi was as anthony j parel argues a political
philosopher sui generis both in his philosophical method of constant self criticism and his
framework of philosophical analysis gandhi wrote daily on politics but he did so as an activist
political philosophy was to him not just a way of understanding truths of political phenomena
but was directly related to understanding those truths in action if realized in action these truths
would give rise to new political institutions which in turn would create a corresponding peaceful
political and social order parel dubs this order pax gandhiana the main contention of pax
gandhiana is that peace cannot be achieved by politics alone peace requires the confluence of
the canonical ends of life politics and economics artha ethics dharma forms of pleasure kama
and the pursuit of spiritual transcendence moksha modern political philosophy isolates politics
from the other three ends but gandhi s originality according to parel lies in the way that he
brings all four together in fact gandhi s political philosophy is relevant not only to india but also
to the rest of the world it is a new type of sovereignty that harmonizes the interest of individual
states with the community of states arguing against scholars who dispute a theoretical unity in
gandhi s writings parel suggests that gandhi is the preeminent non western political
philosopher and in this book he seeks to identify the conceptual framework of gandhi s political

philosophy the pax gandhiana
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