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there is no other published book in english studying the constitution of the roman republic as a whole yet the greek historian polybius believed that the constitution was a fundamental
cause of the exponential growth of rome s empire he regarded the republic as unusual in two respects first because it functioned so well despite being a mix of monarchy oligarchy and

democracy secondly because the constitution was the product of natural evolution rather than the ideals of a lawgiver even if historians now seek more widely for the causes of rome s rise
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to power the importance and influence of her political institutions remains the reasons for rome s power are both complex on account of the mix of elements and flexible inasmuch as they
were not founded on written statutes but on unwritten traditions reinterpreted by successive generations knowledge of rome s political institutions is essential both for ancient historians

and for those who study the contribution of rome to the republican tradition of political thought from the middle ages to the revolutions inspired by the enlightenment
publisher description

this study looks at destroying the gods of rome s enemies wartime ceremonies the role of women in republican warfare and even the gruesome live burials of people during times of military
crisis religion was integral to the conduct of war in the ancient world and the romans were certainly no exception no campaign was undertaken no battle risked without first making
sacrifice to propitiate the appropriate gods such as mars god of war or consulting oracles and omens to divine their plans yet the link between war and religion is an area that has been
regularly overlooked by modern scholars examining the conflicts of these times this volume addresses that omission by drawing together the work of experts from across the globe the
chapters have been carefully structured by the editors so that this wide array of scholarship combines to give a coherent comprehensive study of the role of religion in the wars of the roman
republic aspects considered in depth will include declarations of war evocatio and taking gods away from enemies dedications and ceremonies the cult of the legionary eagle the role of

women in republican warfare omens and divination live burials of people in times of military crisis and the rituals of the roman triumph

julius caesar and the transformation of the roman republic provides an accessible introduction to caesar s life and public career it outlines the main phases of his career with reference to
prominent social and political concepts of the time this approach helps to explain his aims ideals and motives as rooted in tradition and demonstrates that caesar s rise to power owed much
to broad historical processes of the late republican period a view that contrasts with the long held idea that he sought to become rome s king from an early age this is an essential

undergraduate introduction to this fascinating figure and to his role in the transformation of rome from republic to empire

an insightful and original exploration of roman republic politics in a companion to the political culture of the roman republic editors valentina arena and jonathan prag deliver an incisive
and original collection of forty contributions from leading academics representing various intellectual and academic traditions the collected works represent some of the best scholarship in
recent decades and adopt a variety of approaches each of which confronts major problems in the field and contributes to ongoing research the book represents a new updated and
comprehensive view of the political world of republican rome and some of the included essays are available in english for the first time divided into six parts the discussions consider the
institutionalized loci political actors and values rituals and discourse that characterized republican rome the companion also offers several case studies and sections on the history of the
interpretation of political life in the roman republic key features include a thorough introduction to the roman political world as seen through the wider lenses of roman political culture
comprehensive explorations of the fundamental components of roman political culture including ideas and values civic and religious rituals myths and communicative strategies practical

discussions of roman republic institutions both with reference to their formal rules and prescriptions and as patterns of social organization in depth examinations of the afterlife of the
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roman republic both in ancient authors and in early modern and modern times perfect for students of all levels of the ancient world a companion to the political culture of the roman

republic will also earn a place in the libraries of scholars and students of politics political history and the history of ideas

the roman republic which followed the overthrow of the monarchy was designed to prevent a tyrant ever ruling rome again this book provides a fresh account of ancient rome over five

centuries of expansion and shows how it ultimately brought the republic to an end

provides students with a balanced understanding of the key aspects of the culture and society of the roman republic a social and cultural history of republican rome is the first undergraduate
textbook of its kind to concentrate on the ways roman societal structures family dynamics visual arts law religion and other cultural and intellectual developments contributed to roman
identity between 509 bce and 14 ce drawing from a diverse range of archaeological epigraphic and literary sources author eric m orlin provides insight into the socio cultural and intellectual
issues that shaped both the roman republic and the wider mediterranean world thematically organized chapters address the practice of politics in the roman republic explain the concept of
patronage and the distinctions between patricians and plebeians examine the impact of the army and militarism on roman society discuss the ties between roman religion and the roman
state and more chapters include maps charts images and links to further readings in ancient sources and modern scholarship throughout the text discussion of several recurring themes
connects individual chapters while helping students critically engage the material a social and cultural history of republican rome focuses on themes other than politics and the military such
as the position and role of women in the roman family the foundation of the roman legal system and the topography and growth of the city of rome introduces the basic materials available
for the study of the roman republic including written architectural and numismatic sources features a brief narrative history of the roman republic and an overview of the text s
methodological framework establishes key points of discussion for students using comparisons between roman society and our modern day world encourages students to critically examine
the problems and issues raised by the material covering topics in roman history that are frequently neglected in undergraduate classrooms a social and cultural history of republican rome is

an excellent primary or supplementary textbook for courses on the roman republic as well as broader roman history classes that incorporate socio cultural issues

dramatic artist natural scientist and philosopher plutarch is widely regarded as the most significant historian of his era writing sharp and succinct accounts of the greatest politicians and
statesman of the classical period taken from the lives a series of biographies spanning the graeco roman age this collection illuminates the twilight of the old roman republic from 157 43 bc
whether describing the would be dictators marius and sulla the battle between crassus and spartacus the death of political idealist crato julius caesar s harrowing triumph in gaul or the
eloquent oratory of cicero all offer a fascinating insight into an empire wracked by political divisions deeply influential on shakespeare and many other later writers they continue to

fascinate today with their exploration of corruption decadence and the struggle for ultimate power

an insightful and original exploration of roman republic politics in a companion to the political culture of the roman republic editors valentina arena and jonathan prag deliver an incisive

and original collection of forty contributions from leading academics representing various intellectual and academic traditions the collected works represent some of the best scholarship in
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recent decades and adopt a variety of approaches each of which confronts major problems in the field and contributes to ongoing research the book represents a new updated and
comprehensive view of the political world of republican rome and some of the included essays are available in english for the first time divided into six parts the discussions consider the
institutionalized loci political actors and values rituals and discourse that characterized republican rome the companion also offers several case studies and sections on the history of the
interpretation of political life in the roman republic key features include a thorough introduction to the roman political world as seen through the wider lenses of roman political culture
comprehensive explorations of the fundamental components of roman political culture including ideas and values civic and religious rituals myths and communicative strategies practical
discussions of roman republic institutions both with reference to their formal rules and prescriptions and as patterns of social organization in depth examinations of the afterlife of the
roman republic both in ancient authors and in early modern and modern times perfect for students of all levels of the ancient world a companion to the political culture of the roman

republic will also earn a place in the libraries of scholars and students of politics political history and the history of ideas

violence exploding in public spaces corruption by political figures and economic elites the will of the people thwarted in both elections and votes in the senate military misadventures
abroad and rampant economic inequality at home diminishing a shared sense of the common good in sum a republic in disarray these descriptions are not only familiar from ancient roman
political and social life but are also recognizable to any united states citizen who follows the news and american civic life on the republic proceeds chronologically through the fall of the
roman republic beginning in 133 bce and continuing down to around 14 ce providing a continuous narrative of the fall of the roman republic juxtaposed with the contemporary political
landscape of the united states in 20 short chapters on the republic explores how the united states now faces many of the same challenges that toppled the roman republic political divisions

economic inequality and creeping authoritarianism how we respond to these challenges today will determine the future of american democracy
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