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julia annas here offers a fundamental reexamination of plato s ethical thought by
investigating the middle platonist perspective which emerged at the end of plato s own
school the academy she highlights the differences between ancient and modern
assumptions about plato s ethics and stresses the need to be more critical about our own
one of these modern assumptions is the notion that the dialogues record the
development of plato s thought annas shows how the middle platonists by contrast
viewed the dialogues as multiple presentations of a single platonic ethical philosophy
differing in form and purpose but ultimately coherent they also read plato s ethics as
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consistently defending the view that virtue is sufficient for happiness and see it as
converging in its main points with the ethics of the stoics annas goes on to explore the
platonic idea that humankind s final end is becoming like god an idea that is well known
among the ancients but virtually ignored in modern interpretations she also maintains
that modern interpretations beginning in the nineteenth century have placed undue
emphasis on the republic and have treated it too much as a political work whereas the
ancients rightly saw it as a continuation of plato s ethical writings

there are grounds for saying that contemporary work in virtue ethics is if not quite in its
theoretical infancy at least not far out of diapers and this suggests that we should be
gentle and nurturing allowing it time to flourish before coming to any definitive verdict
on its merits however it is hard to deny that modern day virtue ethics is part of a long
sophisticated and fairly continuous tradition not only does the approach have origins
almost as ancient as philosophy itself but its history also includes extensive work by such
philosophical luminaries as at least socrates plato aristotle the stoics aquinas and
perhaps hume and nietzsche and this suggests that we should already be in a good
position to assess its appeal from the introduction in virtue ethics old and new ten
philosophers seek to enrich the contemporary understanding and development of virtue
ethics through a detailed examination of some key contributions from its past their
essays demonstrate the continuing relevance of the history of moral philosophy to
contemporary debates
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