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this study offers a reading of don quixote with comparative material from golden age
history and cervantes life to argue that his greatest work was not just the hilariously
comic entertainment that most of his contemporaries took it to be rather it belongs to
a subversive tradition of writing that grew up in sixteenth century spain and which
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constantly questioned the aims and standards of the imperial nation state that counter
reformation spain had become from the point of view of renaissance humanism prime
consideration needs to be given to the system of spanish censorship at the time run
largely by the inquisition albeit officially an institution of the crown and its effect on the
cultural life of the country in response writers of poetry and prose fiction strenuously
attacked on moral grounds by sections of the clergy and the laity became adept at
camouflaging heterodox ideas through rhetoric and imaginative invention ironically
cervantes success in avoiding the attention of the censor by concealing his criticisms
beneath irony and humour was so effective that even some twentieth century scholars
have maintained don quixote is a brilliantly funny book but no more bob britton draws
on recent critical and historical scholarship including ideas on cultural authority and
studies on the way cervantes addresses history truth writing law and gender in don
quixote and engages with the intellectual and moral issues that this much loved writer
engaged with the summation and appraisal of these elements within the context of
golden age censorship and the literary politics of the time make it essential reading for
all those who are interested in or study the spanish language and its literature

what did the edwardians know about spain and what was that knowledge worth the
edwardians and the making of a modern spanish obsession draws on a vast store of
largely unstudied primary source material to investigate spain s place in the turn of the
century british popular imagination set against a background of unprecedented
emotional economic and industrial investment in spain the book traces the
extraordinary transformation that took place in british knowledge about the country
and its diverse regions languages and cultures between the tercentenary of the
spanish armada in 1888 and the outbreak of world war i twenty six years later this
empirically grounded cultural and material history reveals how for almost three
decades anglo spanish connections their history and culture were more visible more
colourfully represented and more enthusiastically discussed in britain s newspapers
concert halls council meetings and schoolrooms than ever before it shows how the
expansion of education travel and publishing created unprecedented opportunities for
ordinary british people not only to visit the country but to see the work of spanish and
spanish inspired artists and performers in british galleries theatres and exhibitions it
explores the work of novelists travel writers journalists scholars artists and performers
to argue that the edwardian knowledge of spain was more extensive more complex
and more diverse than we have imagined
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these critical studies propose innovative readings and overall reformulations of the
texts and authors that stand as representative of the period for the contemporary
reader the first group of articles refers to reports chronicles and renaissance epics a
vast block of texts that fall in most cases halfway between history and narrative fiction
and examine the experiences of the discovery the conquest and the colonization of the
new territories the second group concentrates on regionally marked texts from the
baroque period especially those of the central figure of the mexican nun poet and
intellectual sor juana in s de la cruz finally there are some essays on representative
texts of the latter part of the colonial period publisher s description
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