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a 17th century dutch naturalist rumphius was the first person to describe tropical orchids
in a western language the original seven volume work the ambonese herbal describes 36
species found on the island of ambon plus another 12 uncertified species

over the course of five decades the seventeenth century naturalist georgius everhardus
rumphius assiduously gathered information on the native plants of ambon island and its
archipelago by presenting descriptions of the plants and their multiple uses he succeeded in
creating a cultural and scientific treasury of incomparable value for today s botanists
anthropologists ethnobotanists science historians medicinal chemists and other scholars
this comprehensive reference complete with over 800 original illustrations describes in
remarkable detail more than 2 000 plants their habitats and their economic and medicinal
uses also recorded are native plant names in malay latin dutch and ambonese and often in
macassarese and chinese as well e m beekman s introduction discusses the herbal s significance
for tropical botanical literature and surveys the indonesian economic and medicinal uses of
the plants rumphius described beekman also provides invaluable annotations throughout the
herbal copublished with the national tropical botanical garden

over the course of five decades the seventeenth century naturalist georgius everhardus
rumphius assiduously gathered information on the native plants of ambon island and its
archipelago by presenting descriptions of the plants and their multiple uses he succeeded in
creating a cultural and scientific treasury of incomparable value not only for his
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contemporaries but also for today s botanists anthropologists ethnobotanists science
historians medicinal chemists and other scholars rumphius comprehensive reference complete
with 811 original illustrations describes in remarkable detail more than 2 000 plants their
habitats and their economic and medicinal uses he also records native plant names in malay
latin dutch and ambonese and often in macassarese and south chinese as well in an
illuminating introduction e m beekman discusses the herbal s significance for tropical
botanical literature examines rumphius influence on linnaeus work and surveys the indonesian
economic and medicinal uses of the plants rumphius described beekman also provides invaluable
annotations throughout the herbal

did you know that vanilla was formerly served as aphrodisiac by cassanova and madam
pompadour and elizabeth i loved its flavor this is the first book that provides a complete
worldwide coverage of orchids being employed as aphrodisiacs medicine or charms and food
opening with an in depth historical account of orchids orchis greek testicle the author
describes how the theory of signatures influenced ancient herbalists to regard terrestrial
orchid tubers as aphrodisiacs doctors and apothecaries promoted it during the renaissance
usage of orchids in traditional chinese medicine indian ayurvedic medicine by tibetan yogins and
amchi healers for longevity pills tonics and aphrodisiacs by africans to prepare health
promoting chikanda or as survival food when lost in the australian bush are some highlights
of the book early settlers in america and the east indies often relied on native remedies and
employment of orchids for such needs is described also covered are the search for medicinal
compounds by scientists attempts to prove the orchid s efficacy by experiment and the worry
of conservationists

the nutmeg s curse parables for a planet in crisis frames climate change and the anthropocene
as the culmination of a history that begins with the discovery of the new world and of the
sea route to the indian ocean ghosh makes the case that the political dynamics of climate
change today are rooted in the centuries old geopolitical order that was constructed by
western colonialism this argument is set within a broader narrative about human
entanglements with botanical matter spices tea sugarcane opium and fossil fuels and the
continuities that bind human history with these earthly materials ghosh also writes
explicitly against the backdrop of the covid 19 pandemic the black lives matter protests and
international immigration debates among other pressing issues framing these ongoing crises in a
new way by showing how the colonialist extractive mindset is directly connected to the deep
inequality we see around us today

traditionally germany has been considered a minor player in pacific history its presence there
was more limited than that of other european nations and whereas its european rivals
established themselves as imperial forces beginning in the early modern era germany did not
seriously pursue colonialism until the nineteenth century yet thanks to recent advances in
the field emphasizing transoceanic networks and cultural encounters it is now possible to
develop a more nuanced understanding of the history of germans in the pacific the studies
gathered here offer fascinating research into german missionary commercial scientific and
imperial activity against the backdrop of the pacific s overlapping cultural circuits and
complex oceanic transits

this rich deeply researched study offers the first comprehensive exploration of cross
cultural plant knowledge in eighteenth century mauritius using the concept of creolisation
the process by which elements of different cultures are brought together to create entangled
and evolving new entities brixius examines the production of knowledge on an island without
long established traditions of botany as understood by europeans once foreign plants and
knowledge arrived in mauritius they were adapted to new environmental circumstances and a
new socio cultural space brixius explores how french colonists settlers mediators
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labourers and enslaved people experienced and shaped the island s botanical past centring the
contributions of subaltern actors by foregrounding neglected non european actors from
both africa and asia within a melting pot of cultivation traditions from around the world
she presents a truly global history of botanical knowledge

superb sunday times revolutionary alice roberts hugely important jim al khalili a radical
retelling of the history of science that foregrounds the scientists erased from history in this
major retelling of the history of science from 1450 to the present day james poskett
explodes the myth that science began in europe the blinkered western gaze focusing on
individual genius copernicus newton darwin einstein was only one part of the story the
reality was an utterly global non linear pattern of cross fertilization competition
cooperation and outright conflict each rupture in history carved fresh channels for global
exchange here for the first time poskett celebrates how scientists from africa america asia
and the pacific were integral to this very human story we meet graman kwasi the african
botanist who discovered a new cure for malaria hantaro nagaoka the japanese scientist who
first described the structure of the atom and zhao zhongyao the chinese physicist who
discovered antimatter remarkable challenges almost everything we know about science in the
west jerry brotton author of a history of the world in 12 maps perspective shattering
caroline sanderson the bookseller editor s choice horizons upends traditional accounts of
the history of science rebecca wragg sykes author of kindred poskett deftly blends the
achievements of little known figures into the wider history of science brims with clarity chris
allnutt financial times

illustrated with sixteen plates from the first edition of ambonese herbarium the poison tree
demonstrates why rumphius was the greatest authority on tropical flora of the time
exercising considerable influence on subsequent research and recognized as a major source by
specialists in the field the work is also an intriguing source book on native use of plants in
the seventeenth century native customs lore religion and historical information

the low countries is a yearbook aimed at presenting to the world the culture and society of
the dutch speaking area which embraces both the netherlands and also flanders the northern
part of belgium the articles in this yearbook survey the living contemporary culture of the
low countries as well as their cultural heritage it provides information about literature
and the arts but also about broad social and historical development in flanders and the
netherlands

this is the first comprehensive examination of dutch colonial literature in english from the
journals and travelogues produced by the early mariners to the fictional recollections of
repatriated colonials after the second world war e m beekman s unique and magisterial
survey of this major colonial literature places literary figures within specific epochs
provides biographical portraits and examines works in relation not only to their own genres
but also to the literatures and cultures beyond their colonial borders written by the
leading authority in the field this fascinating and wide ranging study is enhanced by a
consideration of the general political history of european expansion and of the dutch east
indies

an excellent selection of writings by eight authors who spanned the dutch presence in india
from 1600 to world war ii edited translated and with notations by professor e m beekman
writers featured include william bontekoe 1587 francois valentijn 1666 1727 franz wilhelm
junghuhn 1809 1864 hermann neubronner van der tuuk 1824 1894 bas veth 1860 1922
alexander cohen 1864 1963 kartini 1879 1904 and willem walraven 1887 1943

this book is the definitive literary history of the colonial dutch east indies and is partially
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distinguished from its predecessors by its discussion of materials ranging from natural
history and religious sermons to pamphlets and the accounts of travelers from the
seventeenth through the twentieth centuries what emerges from this comprehensive approach
is an unusually thorough and sensitive account of the manifold encounters of the dutch
with the east indian societies that they conquered tried to understand and finally had to
relinquish under the inevitable pressures of change and the desire for independence this history
records how a hybrid literature emerges from that of the colonial culture to become a
distinct literature of its own and why the concepts derived from european cultural history
such as baroque or neoclassicism are totally inapplicable to the works discussed here

deserves a place in reference collections choice it enables specialists of one country or
subject to identify rapidly reference sources on countries subject areas within the region
with which they may be less familiar it will facilitate the task of comparative research
while hard pressed reference librarians will no doubt find it an invaluable source of first
resort royal asiatic society volume 4 this guide evaluates the widely scattered fund of
material available in south east asia in such areas as politics religion society history
language geography economics development even the simple listings of reference sources
within this guide bring to light much indispensable fascinating information information that
risks being over looked because of its date or origin or that is inaccessible in libraries because
of cataloging problems this guide analyses the contents of books non reference materials
from the practical viewpoint of today s library regional reference guides 2

a highlight for the art gallery of south australia in june will be the much anticipated
treasure ships art in the age of spiceswhich is the first exhibition in australia to present the
complex artistic and cultural interactions between europe and asia from the sixteenth to
the nineteenth centuries a period known as the age of spices
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