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sophocles great masterpiece oedipus the king is here translated into highly polished
english verse alongside an introduction and notes to the translation which seek to
make his achievements in both plot and language accessible to students at graduate

undergraduate and secondary school level

a collection that includes the complete texts of sophocles oedipus the king oedipus at
colonus and antigone translated by paul roche revising and updating his classic 1958
translation paul roche captures the dramatic power and intensity the subtleties of
meaning and the explosive emotions of sophocles great theban trilogy in vivid poetic
language he presents the timeless story of a noble family moving toward catastrophe
dragged down from wealth and power by pride cursed with incest suicide and murder
william carlos williams called the roche translation of antigone brilliantly successful as
spirited and powerful as the original must have been roche s versions of the oedipus
plays are both stunning and sympathetic awe inspiring and intimate and bring the
elemental myths of ancient greece to life for modern readers included in this edition
are a glossary of classical names notes on pronunciation and meter suggestions for
production and acting and historical material which offer the reader a greater

appreciation of sophocles dramatic genius

the second theban play written by sophocles oedipus rex or oedipus the king is the
drama which chronologically begins the oedipus cycle after laius king of thebes learns
from an oracle that he is doomed to perish by the hand of his own son he binds the

feet of his newborn child and orders his wife jocasta to kill the infant unable to kill her
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own child jocasta entrusts a servant with the task instead who takes the baby to a
mountaintop to die of exposure a passing shepherd rescues the baby and names it
oedipus or swollen feet taking it with him to corinth where it is raised by the childless
king polybus as if it were his own when oedipus hears a rumor that he is not the
biological son of polybus he seeks the counsel of the oracle of delphi who relates to
him the prophecy of patricide still believing that polybus is his father he flees corinth
thus initiating a series of events that would fulfill that which the oracle has prophesied
oedipus rex along with its theban counterparts oedipus at colonus and antigone
established sophocles as one of the most renowned dramatists of his era this edition
follows the translation of e h plumptre includes an introduction by john williams white

and is printed on premium acid free paper

award winning poet and playwright robert bagg offers a set of exciting and authentic
new translations of oedipus the king oedipus at kolonos and antigone together known
as the oedipus cycle one of the unquestionable acmes of world literature sophocles s
immortal series of plays centers upon the royal family of thebes whose struggles for
nobility and greatness lead paradoxically to their own tragic downfalls portraying
humankind at its worst and most fallible even while exploring the heights of virtue and
honor the plays shine a searing light upon questions of fate and free will destiny and
responsibility hubris and humility honor and obligation and more robert bagg s timely
translations allow the power and depth of sophocles s masterpieces to shine through

clearly to readers today

excerpt from oedipus king of thebes translated into english rhyming verse with
explanatory notes by gilbert murray if i have turned aside from euripides for a
moment and attempted a translation of the great stage masterpiece of sophocles my
excuse must be the fascination of this play which has thrown its spell on me as on

many other translators yet i may plead also that as a rule every diligent student of
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these great works can add something to the discoveries of his predecessors and i
think i have been able to bring out a few new points in the old and much studied
oedipus chiefly points connected with the dramatic technique and the religious
atmosphere mythologists tell us that oedipus was originally a daemon haunting mount
kithairon and jocasta a form of that earth mother who as aeschylus puts it bringeth all
things to being and when she hath reared them receiveth again their seed into her
body choephori i27 cf crusius beitrdge z gr myth 21 that stage of the story lies very
far behind the consciousness of sophocles but there does cling about both his hero
and his heroine a great deal of very primitive atmosphere there are traces in oedipus
of the pre hellenic medicine king the basileus who is also a theos and can make rain
or blue sky pestilence or fertility about the publisher forgotten books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this
book is a reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books uses state of
the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an imperfection in the
original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do
however repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections that

remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works

peter meineck and paul woodruff s collaboration on this new translation combines the
strengths that have recently distinguished both as translators of greek tragedy expert
knowledge of the greek and of the needs of the teaching classicist intimate
knowledge of theatre and an excellent ear for the spoken word their oedipus tyrannus
features foot of the page notes an introduction stage directions and a translation

characterised by clarity accuracy and power

sophocles most profound and celebrated play in a vivid and dynamic new translation

by award winning poet robert bagg oedipus the king remains after 2 500 years a
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shocking suspenseful and highly emotional drama in which a royal family is brought
to hellish ruin by fate an inscrutable god and the kindness of a stranger oedipus must
find and destroy the murderer of his predecessor king laios to rid thebes of the
plague caused by the killer s undetected and malignant presence the play s headlong
action resembles a tautly woven criminal investigation but one whose immense stakes
pose a host of wrenching and still unresolved questions what constitutes human guilt
why do gods punish the innocent what are the limits of human intellect why do family
bonds so often prove destructive robert bagg s spare idiomatic and nuanced
translation is ideally suited for reading teaching or performing this is sophocles for a

new generation

turning the tables on the misconception that ezra pound knew little greek this volume
looks at his work translating greek tragedy and considers how influential this was for
his later writing pound s work as a translator has had an enormous impact on the
theory and practice of translation and continues to be a source of heated debate
while scholars have assessed his translations from chinese latin and even provencal
his work on greek tragedy remains understudied pound s versions of greek tragedy of
aeschylus agamemnon and of sophocles elektra and women of trachis have received
scant attention as it has been commonly assumed that pound knew little of the
language liebregts shows that the poet s knowledge of greek was much more
comprehensive than is generally assumed and that his renderings were based on a
careful reading of the source texts he identifies the works pound used as the basis for
his translations and contextualises his versions with regard to his biography and
output particularly the cantos a wealth of understudied source material is analysed
such as pound s personal annotations in his loeb edition of sophocles his
unpublished correspondence with classical scholars such as f r earp and rudd fleming
as well as manuscript versions and other as yet unpublished drafts and texts which

illuminate his working methodology
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focusing on the aesthetic representation of trauma george smith outlines the nexus
points between poetics and hermeneutics and shows how a particular kind of thinker
the artist philosopher practices interpretation in an entirely different way from
traditional hermeneutics taking a transhistorical and global view smith engages artists
writers and thinkers from western and non western periods regions and cultures thus
we see that poetic hermeneutics reconstitutes philosophy and art as hybridizations of
art and science the artist and the philosopher subject and object in turn the artist
philosopher s poetic hermeneutic reconstitution of philosophy and art is meant to
transform human consciousness this book will be of interest to artists and scholars
working in studio practice art history aesthetics philosophy cultural studies history of
ideas history of consciousness psychoanalytic studies myth studies literary studies

and creative writing

a translation which combines a simplicity and directness of expression with a fidelity
to the greek text and which thus endeavours to reflect the enlightened pagan culture
of ancient greek society at the time of sophocles and should enable readers without a
knowledge of ancient greek to understand why greek drama has been highly

regarded for thousands of years

this new translation of sophocles oedipus tyrannus or oedipus rex oedipus the king
perhaps the best known of all ancient greek tragedies is meant to satisfy several
parameters i above all to provide a text that can be immediately and easily
understood and appreciated by a 21st century english speaking audience or reader ii
in so doing to remain as faithful to the text and the spirit of the text as is possible and
iii neither to promote nor exclude flexibility in staging choreography and interpretation
the translator realizes that this is a task that is by its very nature impossible to perfect
and that usually the quality of any attempt is very much in the eye of the beholder

however he strongly believes that there is an identifiable gap in affordable translations

6 Paul Roche Translation Of Oedipus Rex



Paul Roche Translation Of Oedipus Rex

of ancient greek theater between those efforts that are virtually incomprehensible as a
result of their antiquated vocabulary awkward syntax opaque idiom and or
overwrought poetry and those that take such liberty with the underlying text as to

bear little relationship to the spirit of the original

this norton critical edition features a newly translated and annotated text of sophocles
s greek tragedy oedipus tyrannos the play begins late in the mythic story when
oedipus the confident assertive immigrant who serves as ruler of thebes is called
upon to investigate a plague devastating the city tracing the cause of this sickness
leads oedipus gradually to discover terrible truths about his own family that have
been buried for a generation hinted at only by a confusing array of mysterious
prophecies sources provides other ancient interpretations of the oedipus myth as well
as part of thucydides account of the plague at athens and discussions of the play s
structure and of free will from aristotle all ancient texts are newly translated for this
critical edition criticism offers contemporary analyses and provide context for some of

the key themes found in the play a chronology is also included
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