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since the battle of the little bighorn george armstrong custer has possessed one of the most unique places in american history although
he was a capable cavalry officer who served honorably during the civil war he remains one of the most instantly identifiable and
famous military men in american history due to the fact he was killed during one of the country s most well known and ignominious
defeats the battle of little bighorn at the same time this one relatively insignificant battle during america s indian wars has become one
of the country s most mythologized events and continues to fascinate americans nearly 140 years later on the morning of june 25 custer
s scouts discovered a native american village about 15 miles away in the valley of the little bighorn river choosing to disregard his
superiors orders to wait for a concerted effort the grandstanding custer intended to deliver his own decisive victory by dividing his
command into three units an extremely bold tactic when done in the face of a much larger force due to their belief in the inferiority of
the plains indians and mindful of previous indian tactics that sought to avoid pitched battle custer and his men were most concerned
with forcing the action and failed to understand the true nature of the situation they had entered the native american gathering
centered around the famous sioux chief sitting bull numbered roughly 8 000 individuals and about 2 000 of them were warriors custer s
forces amounted to a mere 31 officers 566 troopers and 50 scouts and civilians and they had been split into three columns in order to
stop a possible retreat before the battle it is believed custer thought he was facing a group of about 800 which was sitting bull s
strength in the weeks before the battle however the army s native american scouts and civilian scouts had not adequately informed the
army of the reinforcements that arrived and at little bighorn custer s three pronged attack was completely overwhelmed how custer
met his fate and whether there even was a last stand remain subjects of debate but what is known is that the battle of the little bighorn
was one of the u s military s biggest debacles all told the 7th cavalry suffered over 50 casualties with over 250 men killed and over 50
wounded the dead included custer s brothers boston and thomas his brother in law james calhoun and his nephew henry reed custer
and his men were buried where they fell a year later custer s remains or more accurately the remains found in the spot labeled with his
name were relocated to west point for final interment
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it is estimated that around 50 000 brigade lads served in the first world war during which many honors and distinctions were awarded
the brigade contributed two service battalions of the king s royal rifle corps whose members were comprised entirely of past and
present members of the church lads brigade these were known as pals battalions the story of the battalion centers around the
experiences of eight men who served and some who died in the battles of the somme arras and the lys in the latter half of the
nineteenth century influential christians were worried about the poor spiritual and physical development of young people it was at that
time that brigade groups began to spring up all over the uk walter mallock gee who was secretary of the junior branch of the church of
england temperance society and a volunteer army officer founded the church lads brigade in 1891 by 1908 the membership of the
brigade stood at about 70 000 in 1 300 companies when the call to arms came from field marshal horatio herbert kitchener in 1914
thousands of britain s youth flocked to join the armed forces members of the church lads brigade joined up in their droves at recruiting
stations all over great britain two battalions were formed entirely from serving and ex members of the church lad s brigade the 16th
service battalion and later the 19th service battalion both sponsored by the church lads brigade became known as the churchmen s
battalion in 1914 no one could have imagined the horrendous stories that would unfold from the bloody massacre at so many notorious
battles across belgium and the fields of flanders ypres passchendale somme arras lys and the brutal decimation of the battalion during
the hell of the fighting at high wood no one could have imagined the discomfort and disease brought on by living in a trench full of
water for days on end or over the top through acres of knee high mud more than 24 of the church lads brigade were awarded a victoria
cross for their bravery but by 1918 many of those gallant young lads would not return home this is their story the author and the
publishers acknowledge that some material in this title has been taken from the website 1914 1918 net without permission or
acknowledgement and are grateful to the copyright holder chris baker for granting this permission retrospectively

official records produced by the armies of the united states and the confederacy and the executive branches of their respective
governments concerning the military operations of the civil war and prisoners of war or prisoners of state also annual reports of military
departments calls for troops correspondence between national and state governments correspondence between union and
confederate officials the final volume includes a synopsis general index special index for various military divisions and background
information on how these documents were collected and published accompanied by an atlas

in the late 1930s a number of american women especially those allied with various peace and isolationist groups protested against the
nation s entry into world war ii while their story is fairly well known margaret paton walsh reveals a far less familiar story of women who

3 Patton At The Battle Of The Bulge



Patton At The Battle Of The Bulge

fervently felt that american intervention was absolutely necessary paton walsh recounts how the united states became involved in the
war but does so through the eyes of american women who faced it as a necessary evil covering the period between 1935 and 1941 she
examines how these women functioned as political actors even though they were excluded from positions of power through activism in
women s organizations informal women s networks and even male dominated lobbying groups in the great debate over whether
america should enter the war some women favored aid to the allies not because they hoped for war but because they hoped aid would
forestall more direct u s involvement but also because they believed war was preferable to a nazi victory paton walsh shows that this
activism involved some of the most prominent women of their day elizabeth cutter morrow whose son in law charles lindbergh was an
isolationist spokesman supported the revision of the neutrality acts to allow the sale of arms to the allies and expressed her support in a
national radio broadcast soon other women joined this debate esther brunauer of the aauw journalist dorothy thompson and
organizations like the league of women voters and national women s trade union league broke from the pacifist tradition to advocate
american aid for the allied cause focusing on the conflict in europe paton walsh shows how these women grasped the implications of
the lend lease program for america s entry into the war but supported it nevertheless by late 1941 the women s division of the fight for
freedom committee had been established no longer merely advocating aid to britain to keep american boys out of battle this
organization supported direct american involvement in the war as a means of stopping nazi oppression while most historians have
focused on women s pacifism paton walsh connects women more directly to world events and shows how those interventionists
reformulated maternalist ideas to justify and explain their beliefs our war too is a story of american women trying to reconcile the
irreconcilable to preserve both their principles and their peace it expands our understanding of women as political actors and thinkers
about foreign policy as it sheds new light on american public opinion over the build up to the war
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