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perfect for school and public libraries this is the only reference book to combine pop

culture with science to uncover the mystery behind mummies and the mummification

phenomena mortality and death have always fascinated humankind civilizations from all

over the world have practiced mummification as a means of preserving life after death a

ritual which captures the imagination of scientists artists and laypeople alike this

comprehensive encyclopedia focuses on all aspects of mummies their ancient and modern

history their scientific study their occurrence around the world the religious and

cultural beliefs surrounding them and their roles in literary and cinematic entertainment

author and horror guru matt cardin brings together 130 original articles written by

an international roster of leading scientists and scholars to examine the art science

and religious rituals of mummification throughout history through a combination of

factual articles and topical essays this book reviews cultural beliefs about death the

afterlife and the interment entombment and cremation of human corpses in places like

egypt europe asia and central and south america additionally the book covers the

phenomenon of natural mummification where environmental conditions result in the

spontaneous preservation of human and animal remains

tattoo patterns from multiple cultures around the world includes human animal and
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abstract geometric designs

the first study to document the extent and complexity of the cult s influence on

graeco roman and early christian culture r e witt s acclaimed isis in the ancient world

is now available in paperback worship of the egyptian goddess isis dates as far back

as 2500 b c and extended at least until the fifth century a d throughout the roman

world the importance of her cult is attested to in apuleius s golden ass and evidence

of its influence has been found in places as far apart as afghanistan and portugal the

black sea and northern england the first study to document the extent and complexity

of the cult s influence on graeco roman and early christian culture r e witt s

acclaimed isis in the ancient world is now available in paperback

it is an anthology whose scope and breadth is as broad as the expanse of the cosmos

there are a variety of sexual encounters liberally spruced with the magic of multiple

dimensions stories of revenge lead to liberation judging a book by its coverleads to

loss ancient myths are retooled perhaps the truth is not what we are led to believe

the first ethiopians explores the images of africa and africans that evolved in ancient

egypt in classical greece and imperial rome in the early mediterranean world and in the

early domains of christianity inspired by curiosity regarding the origins of racism in

southern africa malvern van wyk smith consulted a wide range of sources from rock

art to classical travel writing from the pre dynastic african beginnings of egyptian and

nubian civilisations to greek and roman perceptions of africa from khoisan cultural

expressions to early christian conceptions of africa and its people as demonic from

aristotelian climatology to medieval cartography and from the geo linguistic history

of africa to the most recent revelations regarding the genome profile of the continent s

peoples his research led to a startling proposition western racism has its roots in

africa itself notably in late new kingdom egypt as its ruling elites sought to distance

egyptian civilisation from its african origins kushite nubians founders of napata and
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meroë who in the eighth century bce furnished the black rulers of the twenty fifth

dynasty in egypt adopted and adapted such dynastic discriminations in order to

differentiate their own superior meroitic civilisation from the world of other ethiopians

in due course archaic greeks who began to arrive in the nile delta in the seventh

century bce internalised these distinctions in terms of homer s identification of two

ethiopias an eastern and a western to create a racialised and racist discourse of

worthy and savage ethiopians such conceptions would inspire virtually all subsequent

roman and early medieval thinking about africa and africans and become foundational in

european thought the book concludes with a survey of the special place that aksumite

ethiopia later abyssinia has held in both european and african conceptual worlds as

the site of worthy ethiopia as well as in the wider context of discourses of ethnicity

and race

reissue of the legendary 3 500 year old papyrus of ani the most beautiful of the

ornately illustrated egyptian funerary scrolls ever discovered restored in its original

sequences of text and artwork

treasures from the ancient land of the pharaohs

from the first major discoveries a century ago the painted portraits of roman egypt

were a revelation to scholars and the public alike and the recent finding of a new

cache of these gilded images which made national headlines have only heightened their

mystery and appeal published to coincide with a new major exhibition of these portraits

ancient faces is the most comprehensive up to date survey of these astonishing works

of art dating from the later period of roman rule in egypt shortly before the birth of

christ the painted mummy portraits are among the most remarkable products of the

ancient world a fusion of the traditions of pharonic egypt and the classical world

they are historical and cultural objects of outstanding importance and beauty superb

works of art that represent some of the earliest known examples of life like
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portraiture though the subjects of the portraits believed in the traditional egyptian

cults which offered them a firm prospect of life after death they also wished to be

commemorated in the roman manner with their fashion of dress and adornment signaling

their status in life despite their ancient history these portraits speak to the modern eye

with a beauty and intensity that would be lost to portraiture until the renaissance

text projects and activities introduce daily life in ancient egypt from the viewpoint of

a fictional family celebrating a festival day in honor of one of their gods
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