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the oceans may well be earth s final frontier these dark and sometimes mysterious waters cover 71 percent of the surface area of

the globe and have yet to be fully explored under the waves a watery world of frail splendor foreboding creatures and sights

beyond imagination awaits the ocean book will teach you about giant squid and other monsters of the seas centuries of ocean

exploration hydrothermal vents the ingredients that make up the ocean harnessing the ocean s energy icebergs coral reefs ships

submarines and other ocean vessels the major ocean currents el nino whirlpools and hurricanes harvesting the oceans resources

whales dolphins fish and other sea creatures learning about the oceans and their hidden contents can be exciting and rewarding

the abundance and diversity of life the wealth of resources and the simple mysteries there have intrigued explorers and scientist

for  centuries  a  better  understanding  of  our  oceans ensures  careful  conservation  of  their  grandeur  and beauty  for  future

generations and leads to a deeper respect for the delicate balance of life on planet earth

in sea change sylvia earle makes it clear that we are currently in a time of pivotal significance regarding the decisions we make

for the world s oceans how we treat them now will determine the future health of the planet and of our species to illustrate the
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current state of the seas earle takes readers on a wide ranging journey from the massive oil spills in prince william sound and the

persian gulf to whaling stations and toxic waste sites to the tokyo fish market where thousands of tons of fish are sold daily with

these and other visions in mind she concludes her book by offering a blueprint for change earle gives real suggestions for

guaranteeing the survival of the seas including the establishment of marine sanctuaries and protected areas and the development

of global policies recognizing the interdependence of life and the need for nations to agree on measures to protect and maintain

the oceans implementing these changes says earle is crucial for our survival she adds that while no one really knows what the

consequences will be of ocean dumping overfishing oil spills whale kills and thousands of other thoughtless actions that chip and

gouge away at the healthy functioning of ocean systems this much is certain we have the power to damage the sea but no sure

way to heal the harm sylvia earle is one of the world s leading advocates for safeguarding the earth s largest and most vital

natural resource her adventures and her sense of wonder and excitement about the living underwater world open our eyes to the

magnitude of our ignorance about the ocean and inspire us to protect it and respect its role in our lives book jacket title summary

field provided by blackwell north america inc all rights reserved

in the book of the ocean ernest ingersoll immerses readers in the vast realms of maritime exploration and oceanic phenomena

drawing from a wealth of scientific inquiry and poetic imagery ingersoll traverses a spectrum of topics including the mysteries of

ocean currents the intricate ecosystems that thrive beneath the waves and the profound impact of the sea on human civilization

his engaging prose blends descriptive narrative with an informative tone epitomizing the late 19th century fascination with natural

history and the burgeoning field of oceanography ingersoll s literary style stands out for its accessibility making it an ideal gateway

for both laypersons and scholars interested in understanding the ocean s complex narratives ernest ingersoll  was a noted
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american  author  naturalist  and  ornithologist  whose  lifelong  passion  for  nature  significantly  shaped  his  literary  oeuvre  his

explorations and scientific pursuits provided him with firsthand experiences that inform the vividness of his writing ingersoll s

commitment to education and inquiry about the natural world underscores the depth of his devotion to environmental stewardship

evident in this compelling work this book is highly recommended for anyone fascinated by marine life the natural sciences or the

interplay between humanity and the oceanic environment the book of the ocean serves not only as an insightful exploration of

aquatic wonders but also as a poignant reminder of our responsibility to preserve these vital resources in this enriched edition we

have carefully created added value for your reading experience hand picked memorable quotes shine a spotlight on moments of

literary brilliance interactive footnotes clarify unusual references historical allusions and archaic phrases for an effortless more

informed read

dive into this uniquely elegant visual exploration of the sea an informative and utterly beautiful introduction to marine life and the

ocean environment the science of the ocean ebook brings the riches of the underwater world onto the printed page astounding

photography reveals an abundance of life from microscopic plankton to great whales seaweed to starfish published in association

with the natural history museum the ebook explores every corner of the oceans from coral reefs and mangrove swamps to deep

ocean trenches along the way and with the help of clear simple illustrations it explains how life has adapted to the marine

environment revealing for example how a stonefish delivers its lethal venom and how a sponge sustains itself by sifting food from

passing currents it also examines the physical forces and processes that shape the oceans from global circulation systems and

tides to undersea volcanoes and tsunamis to most of us the marine world is out of reach but with the help of photography and the

latest technology the science of the ocean brings us up close to animals plants and other living things that inhabit a fantastic and
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almost incomprehensibly beautiful other dimension

from the beginning of chapter i the ocean and its origin looking at the land we divide the surface of the earth into eastern and

western hemispheres but looking at the water we make an opposite classification encircle the globe in your library with a rubber

band so that it cuts across south america from about porto alegre to lima on one side and through southern siam and the

northernmost of the philippine islands on the other and you make hemispheres the northern of which with london at its center

contains almost all the land of the globe while the southern with new zealand as its central point is almost entirely water australia

and the narrow southern half of south america being the only lands of consequence in its whole area observing the map in this

way noticing that besides nearly a complete half world of water south of your rubber equator much of the northern hemisphere

also is afloat you are willing to believe the assertion that there is almost three times as much of the outside of the earth hidden

under the waves as appears above them the estimate in round numbers is one hundred and fifty million square statute miles of

ocean surface as compared with about fifty million square miles of land on the globe to the people whose speculations in

geography are the oldest that have come down to us the earth seemed to be an island around which was perpetually flowing a

river with no further shore visible beyond it they thought lay the abodes of the dead this river as the source of all other rivers and

waters was deified by the early greeks and placed among their highest gods as oceanus whence our word ocean accompanying

or belonging to him there grew up in the fertile imagination of that poetic people a large company of gods and goddesses while

men hid their absence of real knowledge by peopling the deep with quaint monsters the word for ocean mare in the latin tongue

means by derivation a desert and the greeks spoke of it as the barren brine over these old fables we need not linger all the myths

and guesswork that went before history represented the sea as older than the land and told how creation began by lifting the earth
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above the universal waste of waters the story in genesis is only one of many such stories

harper s informs a diverse body of readers of cultural business political literary and scientific affairs
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