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jane austen s first published novel sense and sensibility is a witty satire of the

sentimental  novel  a  popular  genre in  britain  throughout  the 1790s and the

regency when it first appeared in 1811 the words in its title carried significant

cultural weight beyond the confines of the novel and into both popular and

learned discourse through her dual heroines austen addresses and satirizes

notions of  sense and sensibility and engages with the issues of  inheritance

marriage and love the story concerns two sisters the level headed elinor and

the passionate and impulsive marianne when their father dies his son by a

previous marriage assumes possession of the family home marianne and elinor
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left to the care of their mercenary brother john and his wife fanny must remove

to  a  cottage  with  their  mother  each  sister  meets  a  man  in  whom  she  is

interested and as with other austen novels requited love does not come easily

this newly annotated edition offers a thorough and perceptive introduction and

a wide range of carefully selected contextual materials that further explore the

term sensibility

for elinor dashwood sensible and sensitive and her romantic younger sister

marianne the propect of marrying the men they love appears remote in a world

ruled by money and self interest the dashwood sisters have neither fortune nor

connections

young women who have no economic or political power must attend to the

serious business of contriving material security jane austen s sardonic humour

lays bare the stratagems the hypocrisy  and the poignancy inherent  in  the

struggle of two very different sisters to achieve respectability

in its marvelously perceptive portrayal of two young lovestruck women sense

and sensibility proves that jane austen s novels along with their perfection of

form and tone are full of strong feeling its two heroines so utterly unlike each

other both undergo the most violent passions when they are separated from

the men they love what differentiates them and gives this extraordinary book its

complexity and brilliance is the way each expresses her suffering marianne

young impetuous ardent falls into paroxysms of grief when she is rejected by

the dashing john willoughby while her sister elinor wiser more sensible more self

controlled masks her despair when it appears that edward ferrars is to marry

the mean spirited and cunning lucy steele all of course ends happily but not

until elinor s sense and marianne s sensibility have equally worked to reveal the

profound emotional life that runs beneath the surface of austen s immaculate

and irresistible art

published in october 1811 sense and sensibility was the first of austen s novels to

be presented for public consumption as it turned out readers loved it and the

novel sold out its first edition of 750 copies which was a lot back then by 1813

however  austen  herself  didn  t  become  an  overnight  sensation  rather

throughout her brief lifetime she published under the pseudonym a lady and

never attained much personal fame her books on the other hand were quite

successful  she  followed  up  sense  and  sensibility  with  pride  and  prejudice

mansfield  park  and  emma  as  well  as  two  posthumously  published  novels

northanger abbey and persuasion though sense and sensibility is austen s first
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full length novel it possesses a lot of the traits that we see in some of her later

somewhat more widely read works her books grant us an intimate glance into

the everyday lives of women in early nineteenth century england we learn about

their trials and tribulations mostly having to do with romantic relationships looks

like not much has changed there over all  these years as well  as about the

importance of family life on that note it s thought that sense and sensibility was

largely  inspired by austen s  own relationship with  her  much beloved sister

cassandra in the novel we can see cassandra in the older wiser elinor while jane

is more like the impulsive emotional marianne this personal connection makes

sense and sensibility particularly dear to the hearts of many janeites austen s

devoted fans who are legion in number the single most compelling reason to

care about sense and sensibility is totally up front so up front in fact that jane

austen practically smacks you in the face with it the whole book is basically an

extended debate between two things most of us know well logic and emotion

that is to say sense and sensibility the fact of the matter is while it s also a novel

about the nuances of nineteenth century social mores family life and economic

reality  austen  s  book  primarily  forces  all  of  its  readers  to  confront  a  very

personal very relevant question how do each of us lead our lives are we elinors

logic or mariannes emotion or some combination of the two and are we happy

that way the trials and tribulations of the dashwood sisters may seem outdated

to  us  at  times  but  in  the  end  elinor  and  marianne  s  individual  ways  of

approaching life are still pretty gosh darn recognizable we don t know about

you but here at shmoop we all know our share of practical elinors who are led

by their logical minds and impulsive passionate mariannes who let their hearts

take control the question that the novel asks is simple is one of these ways of

living  better  than  the  other  or  is  a  third  path  open to  us  both  elinor  and

marianne have their pros and cons elinor may be practical and pragmatic but

she s also emotionally stifled and ends up making her suffering greater by

keeping it bottled up marianne on the other hand doesn t keep anything bottled

up she s all out there all the time however her foolhardy passionate nature is

almost the death of her and her lack of regard for others or society on the whole

even is legendary it seems then that neither sense nor sensibility can function

on its own both of the dashwood sisters learn to combine them by the end of

the novel but the real final question is can we

in nineteenth century england two sisters are drawn into unhappy romances

despite the cool judgement of one and the emotional intensity of the other

set in 18th century rural england the novel follows the two sisters elinor and
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marianne who face misunderstandings and prejudices after their father s death

marianne impulsive and passionate falls  for  the unsuitable john willoughby

while elinor composed and reserved conceals her own heartbreak through their

parallel experiences they learn that blending sense with sensibility is essential

for finding happiness in a society ruled by status and money

sense  and  sensibility  book  elinor  and  marianne  are  two  daughters  of  mr

dashwood by his second wife they have a younger sister margaret and an older

half brother named john when their father dies the family estate passes to john

and the dashwood women are left  in  reduced circumstances fortunately  a

distant relative offers to rent the women a cottage on his property the novel

follows the dashwood sisters to their new home where they experience both

romance and heartbreak sense and sensibility book sense and sensibility jane

austen sense and sensibility sense and sensibility 2008 romance fiction jane

austen books jane austen book club

marianne dashwood wears her heart on her sleeve and when she falls in love

with the dashing but unsuitable john willoughby she ignores her sister elinor s

warning that her impulsive behaviour leaves her open to gossip and innuendo

meanwhile elinor always sensitive to social convention is struggling to conceal

her own romantic disappointment even from those closest to her through their

parallel experience of loveand its threatened lossthe sisters learn that sense

must mix with sensibility if  they are to find personal happiness in a society

where  status  and  money  govern  the  rules  of  love  this  edition  includes

explanatory notes textual variants between the first and second editions and

tony tanner s introduction to the original penguin classic edition

jane austen s sense and sensibility illustrated edition is a classic novel that

explores the complexities of love family dynamics and societal expectations in

19th  century  england  the  book  follows  the  dashwood  sisters  elinor  and

marianne as they navigate the challenges of finding suitable husbands while

balancing practicality and passion austen s writing style is characterized by wit

irony and keen observation of human nature making sense and sensibility a

timeless  tale  that  resonates  with  readers  of  all  ages  the  illustrated edition

enhances the reading experience by bringing the characters and settings to life

with  beautiful  illustrations  the  novel  s  exploration  of  themes such as  class

gender  roles  and  the  importance  of  emotional  intelligence  continue  to

captivate  audiences  today

sense  and  sensibility  with  original  illustations  by  jane  austen  sense  and
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sensibility is a novel by jane austen and was her first published work when it

appeared in 1811 under the pseudonym a lady a work of romantic fiction better

known  as  a  comedy  of  manners  sense  and  sensibility  is  set  in  southwest

england london and kent between 1792 and 1797 and portrays the life and loves

of the dashwood sisters elinor and marianne the novel follows the young ladies

to their new home a meagre cottage on a distant relative s property where they

experience love romance and heartbreak the philosophical resolution of the

novel is ambiguous the reader must decide whether sense and sensibility have

truly merged sense and sensibility is the story of two sisters elinor and marianne

dashwood who have contrasting temperaments on the surface elinor the older

sister  represents  sense  or  reason  while  marianne  represents  sensibility  or

emotion  however  upon  closer  examination  we  find  that  they  both  exhibit

varying aspects of each characteristic a classic coming of age story sense and

sensibility was jane austen s first published novel

from  the  editor  of  the  popular  annotated  pride  and  prejudice  comes  an

annotated edition of jane austen s sense and sensibility that makes this tale of

two sisters in love an even more enjoyable read here is the complete text of the

novel with more than 2 000 annotations on facing pages including explanations

of  historical  context  citations  from  austen  s  life  letters  and  other  writings

definitions and clarifications literary comments and analysis multiple maps of

england and london an introduction bibliography and detailed chronology of

events more than 100 informative illustrations filled with fascinating information

about everything from the rules of inheritance that could leave a wealthy man s

daughters almost penniless to the fashionable cult of sensibility that austen so

brilliantly satirizes david m shapard s annotated sense and sensibility is  an

entertaining and edifying delight

sense and sensibility is a novel by jane austen and was her first published work

when it appeared in 1811 under the pseudonym a lady a work of romantic fiction

better known as a comedy of manners sense and sensibility is set in southwest

england london and kent between 1792 and 1797 and portrays the life and loves

of the dashwood sisters elinor and marianne the novel follows the young ladies

to their new home a meagre cottage on a distant relative s property where they

experience love romance and heartbreak the philosophical resolution of the

novel is ambiguous the reader must decide whether sense and sensibility have

truly merged

in her seminal work sense and sensibility jane austen masterfully explores the
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intricate  interplay  of  reason and emotion  as  embodied  by  the  contrasting

sisters elinor and marianne dashwood the novel is characterized by austen s

signature  wit  keen  social  observation  and  incisive  commentary  on  the

constraints of 19th century english society particularly in matters of love and

financial security through carefully crafted dialogue and vivid characterization

austen constructs a narrative that critiques societal norms while evoking a deep

understanding of human relationships and moral dilemmas jane austen known

for  her  sharp intellect  and astute observations of  her  contemporaries drew

inspiration from her experiences within the landed gentry and the complexities

of  social  hierarchies  her  life  in  close knit  rural  communities  along with  her

extensive reading of contemporary literature shaped her narrative voice and

thematic preoccupations sense and sensibility published in 1811  serves as a

poignant  reflection  of  her  reflections  on gender  dynamics  agency and the

pursuit of happiness in a restrictive society this novel is essential reading for

anyone  interested  in  romantic  literature  and  social  commentary  austen  s

nuanced exploration of rationality and passion offers enduring insights into the

tensions of personal fulfillment versus societal expectation sense and sensibility

remains a timeless classic inviting readers to engage with its multidimensional

characters and their transformative journeys in this enriched edition we have

carefully  created  added  value  for  your  reading  experience  a  succinct

introduction  situates  the  work  s  timeless  appeal  and  themes  the  synopsis

outlines the central plot highlighting key developments without spoiling critical

twists  a  detailed  historical  context  immerses  you  in  the  era  s  events  and

influences that shaped the writing an author biography reveals milestones in

the author s life illuminating the personal insights behind the text a thorough

analysis  dissects  symbols  motifs  and character  arcs  to  unearth  underlying

meanings reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work s

messages connecting them to modern life hand picked memorable quotes

shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance interactive footnotes clarify

unusual references historical  allusions and archaic phrases for  an effortless

more informed read

this special edition of sense and sensibility includes the famous illustrations by

charles  edmond  brock  created  in  1898  brock  and  his  brothers  were  all

successful illustrators of the day and often posed for each other using costumes

props and furniture in their cambridge studio brock s younger brother henry

also  illustrated  austen  s  books  and  joined  him  in  illustrating  other  austen

releases for this set of 1898 editions sense and sensibility first published in 1811

was  austen  s  first  published  novel  the  story  revolves  around  the  misses
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dashwood elinor and marianne left in reduced circumstances after their father s

death their new home is a cottage on a distant relative s property where they

experience both romance and heartbreak marianne meets the dashing john

willoughby  who  courts  her  with  poetry  and  flowers  meanwhile  staid  sober

neighbor colonel brandon also falls in love with marianne but she makes her

preference for his rival clear elinor is in love with the diffident edward ferrars a

young man of good breeding and high moral standing their sentiments are

quite compatible but his ambitious sister fanny has other plans for him and

works to separate these kindred souls as true love finds its way to persevering

over all  obstacles the impetuous sister gains maturity and balance and the

cautious sister has her emotional awakening

in sense and sensibility jane austen masterfully weaves a tale that delves into

the complexities of love class and the pursuit of happiness during the early 19th

century through the contrasting characters of elinor and marianne dashwood

austen  explores  the  delicate  balance  between  rationality  and  emotion

showcasing her keen insight into human relationships and societal norms the

novel employs a rich narrative style characterized by sparkling wit and acute

social  commentary which situates it  firmly within the literary context  of  the

regency era a time when women s roles and rights were both praised and

limited jane austen a pioneering female novelist of her time drew upon her own

experiences  of  social  mobility  and  the  limitations  placed  on  women  in  a

patriarchal society her close observations of family dynamics social gatherings

and the nuances of romantic entanglements provided a fertile ground for her

storytelling having faced her  own struggles with love and financial  security

austen s personal insights profoundly influenced her portrayal of the dashwood

sisters journey ultimately reflecting the broader societal challenges faced by

women in her time sense and sensibility is  a celebration of the dualities of

human emotion and reason making it a timeless literary classic that continues

to resonate with contemporary audiences readers who appreciate sharp wit in

depth  character  studies  and critical  social  commentary  will  find  delight  in

austen s exploration of the intricacies of the heart making this novel essential for

anyone interested in literature that captures the essence of human experience

in this enriched edition we have carefully created added value for your reading

experience a succinct  introduction situates the work s  timeless appeal  and

themes the synopsis outlines the central plot highlighting key developments

without spoiling critical twists a detailed historical context immerses you in the

era s events and influences that shaped the writing an author biography reveals

milestones in the author s life illuminating the personal insights behind the text a
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thorough  analysis  dissects  symbols  motifs  and  character  arcs  to  unearth

underlying meanings reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with

the work s messages connecting them to modern life hand picked memorable

quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance interactive footnotes

clarify  unusual  references  historical  allusions  and  archaic  phrases  for  an

effortless more informed read

sense and sensibility is a novel by jane austen published in 1811 it was published

anonymously by a lady appears on the title page where the author s name

might have been it tells the story of the dashwood sisters elinor age 19 and

marianne age 16 1 2 as they come of age they have an older half brother john

and a younger sister margaret 13 sense and sensibility is the first published

novel by jane austen originally published under the pseudonym a lady sense

and sensibility tells the story of the dashwood sisters elinor and marianne who

upon the death of their father are left in reduced circumstances to live on the

country estate of a distant relative at barton park the dashwood sisters engage

in  romances  with  the  reserved  edward  ferrars  the  dashing  yet  fickle  mr

willoughby  and  the  gentlemanly  colonel  brandon  and  eventually  find  the

fulfillment of their romantic yearnings
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Introduction

The digital age has

revolutionized the way

we read, making books

more accessible than

ever. With the rise of

ebooks, readers can now

carry entire libraries in

their pockets. Among the

various sources for

ebooks, free ebook sites

have emerged as a

popular choice. These

sites offer a treasure

trove of knowledge and

entertainment without

the cost. But what makes

these sites so valuable,

and where can you find

the best ones? Let's dive

into the world of free

ebook sites.

Benefits of Free
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Ebook Sites

When it comes to

reading, free ebook sites

offer numerous

advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they

save you money. Buying

books can be expensive,

especially if you're an

avid reader. Free ebook

sites allow you to access

a vast array of books

without spending a

dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance

accessibility. Whether

you're at home, on the

go, or halfway around

the world, you can

access your favorite

titles anytime, anywhere,

provided you have an

internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of

choices available is

astounding. From classic

literature to

contemporary novels,

academic texts to

children's books, free

ebook sites cover all

genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free

ebook sites, but a few

stand out for their quality

and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a

pioneer in offering free

ebooks. With over 60,000

titles, this site provides a

wealth of classic

literature in the public

domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to

have a webpage for

every book ever

published. It offers

millions of free ebooks,

making it a fantastic

resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows

users to search and

preview millions of books

from libraries and

publishers worldwide.

While not all books are

available for free, many

are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large

selection of free ebooks

in various genres. The

site is user-friendly and

offers books in multiple

formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in

free textbooks and

business books, making

it an excellent resource

for students and

professionals.

How to Download

Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks

safely is crucial to avoid

pirated content and

protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated

Content

Stick to reputable sites to

ensure you're not

downloading pirated

content. Pirated ebooks

not only harm authors

and publishers but can

also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device
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Safety

Always use antivirus

software and keep your

devices updated to

protect against malware

that can be hidden in

downloaded files.

Legal

Considerations

Be aware of the legal

considerations when

downloading ebooks.

Ensure the site has the

right to distribute the

book and that you're not

violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook

Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are

invaluable for

educational purposes.

Academic

Resources

Sites like Project

Gutenberg and Open

Library offer numerous

academic resources,

including textbooks and

scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books

on various skills, from

cooking to

programming, making

these sites great for

personal development.

Supporting

Homeschooling

For homeschooling

parents, free ebook sites

provide a wealth of

educational materials

for different grade levels

and subjects.

Genres Available on

Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres

available on free ebook

sites ensures there's

something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to

contemporary

bestsellers, the fiction

section is brimming with

options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts

can find biographies,

self-help books,

historical texts, and

more.

Textbooks

Students can access

textbooks on a wide

range of subjects,

helping reduce the

financial burden of

education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers

can find a plethora of

children's books, from

picture books to young

adult novels.

Accessibility

Features of Ebook

Sites

Ebook sites often come

with features that

enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer

audiobooks, which are

great for those who

prefer listening to

reading.

Adjustable Font

Sizes

You can adjust the font

size to suit your reading

comfort, making it easier

for those with visual
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impairments.

Text-to-Speech

Capabilities

Text-to-speech features

can convert written text

into audio, providing an

alternative way to enjoy

books.

Tips for Maximizing

Your Ebook

Experience

To make the most out of

your ebook reading

experience, consider

these tips.

Choosing the Right

Device

Whether it's a tablet, an

e-reader, or a

smartphone, choose a

device that offers a

comfortable reading

experience for you.

Organizing Your

Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to

organize your ebook

collection, making it

easy to find and access

your favorite titles.

Syncing Across

Devices

Many ebook platforms

allow you to sync your

library across multiple

devices, so you can pick

up right where you left

off, no matter which

device you're using.

Challenges and

Limitations

Despite the benefits, free

ebook sites come with

challenges and

limitations.

Quality and

Availability of Titles

Not all books are

available for free, and

sometimes the quality of

the digital copy can be

poor.

Digital Rights

Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you

use the ebooks you

download, limiting

sharing and transferring

between devices.

Internet

Dependency

Accessing and

downloading ebooks

requires an internet

connection, which can

be a limitation in areas

with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook

Sites

The future looks

promising for free ebook

sites as technology

continues to advance.

Technological

Advances

Improvements in

technology will likely

make accessing and

reading ebooks even

more seamless and

enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet

access globally will help

more people benefit

from free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational

resources become more

digitized, free ebook sites

will play an increasingly

vital role in learning.
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Conclusion

In summary, free ebook

sites offer an incredible

opportunity to access a

wide range of books

without the financial

burden. They are

invaluable resources for

readers of all ages and

interests, providing

educational materials,

entertainment, and

accessibility features. So

why not explore these

sites and discover the

wealth of knowledge

they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites

legal? Yes, most free

ebook sites are legal.

They typically offer

books that are in the

public domain or have

the rights to distribute

them. How do I know if

an ebook site is safe?

Stick to well-known and

reputable sites like

Project Gutenberg, Open

Library, and Google

Books. Check reviews

and ensure the site has

proper security

measures. Can I

download ebooks to any

device? Most free ebook

sites offer downloads in

multiple formats, making

them compatible with

various devices like e-

readers, tablets, and

smartphones. Do free

ebook sites offer

audiobooks? Many free

ebook sites offer

audiobooks, which are

perfect for those who

prefer listening to their

books. How can I support

authors if I use free

ebook sites? You can

support authors by

purchasing their books

when possible, leaving

reviews, and sharing

their work with others.
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