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reviews the history of the immigration center where more than twelve million immigrants
became new americans over a sixty year period

explores the history of ellis island which housed the united states most important immigration
processing center from 1892 through 1943 serving seventeen million immigrants

this fascinating look into american history uncovers how some of our ancestors came to the
united states seeking freedom and fortune and often risking everything to make a home in
america this resource tells the story of the immigrant history of the united states using
documents and photographs from the heyday of one of the most important immigration ports
the history of ellis island is revealed to be one of grit misfortune and luck that is both true of
the island and of the people it welcomed to america s shores
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between 1892 and 1954 millions of immigrants passed through the threshold of ellis island and
became american citizens from ellis island these immigrants spread out all over the country
many helped build the u s infrastructure and helped make the country one of the greatest in
the world readers will view numerous primary sources surrounding ellis island and the people
who visited the immigration center these sources include letters paintings photographs maps
and more in addition sidebars prompt readers to think critically about the primary resources
and to answer essential questions about them

introduction from 1892 to 1924 ellis island was america s largest and most active immigration
station where over 12 million immigrants were processed on average the inspection process
took approximately 3 7 hours for the vast majority of immigrants ellis island truly was an
island of hope the first stop on their way to new opportunities and experiences in america for
the rest it became the island of tears a place where families were separated and individuals
were denied entry into this country famous ellis island immigrants among the 12 million
immigrants who passed through ellis island a handful achieved lasting fame and sometimes
infamy after their arrival in america you may be surprised who you meet here on a typical
day at the ellis island immigration station immigrants came face to face with inspectors
interpreters nurses doctors social workers and many others as a large federal facility employing
approximately five hundred employees at a time ellis island was a well organized workforce
the complex work of processing thousands of immigrants a year required a full complement of
staff some names are known others remain anonymous but all of them contributed to the
primary function of the immigration station on ellis island to make sure that newcomers to the
united states were legally and medically fit to enter the country content by chapter 1 text
immigration and u s history 2 text immigration 1891 1924 3 text populating a nation a history
of immigration and naturalization 4 text ellis island history culture 5 ellis island architectural
drawings 6 photographs of ellis island 7 learn about the united states quick civics lessons 8 the
citizen s almanac 9 text welcome to the united states a guide for new immigrants 10 text
questions and answers about how to get legitimate immigration help and from whom 11 text a
broken immigration system two vital remedies before policy reform 2012

between 1892 and 1954 more than 12 million immigrants entered the united states through the
ellis island processing station in new york harbor to these immigrants ellis island was a symbol
of the american dream once they passed through its gates they could start a new life with
opportunities that were not available to them in their countries of origin today roughly one
third of our country s population is descended from those who were processed at ellis island
and the facility is now a museum dedicated to american immigration

delivers the history of ellis island from a small island in ny harbor to the flagship of the u s
bureau of immigration to its present day function as a museum
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since 1776 millions of immigrants have landed at america s shores to this day their practical
contributions are still felt in every field of endeavor including agriculture industry and the
service trades but within the great immigrant waves there also came plucky and talented
individualists artists and dreamers many of these exceptional folk went on to win worldly
renown and their names live on in history ellis island s famous immigrants tells the story of
some of the best known of these legendary characters and highlights their actual immigration
experience at ellis island celebrities featured within its pages include such entrepreneurs as
max factor charles atlas and chef boyardee hollywood icons pola negri bela lugosi and bob hope
spiritual figures father flanagan and krishnamurti authors isaac asimov and kahlil gibran
painters arshile gorky and max ernst and sports figures knute rockne and johnny weissmuller

one half of the population of the united states today can trace their ancestry to immigrants
processed in the shadow of the statue of liberty at new york s ellis island illuminated by
portraits of the new arrivals themselves this volume brings the immigrant experience to life
with eloquent historical views of ellis island whose halls echoed with the voices of the millions
who passed through on their way to build america s future a complete history of this great
national landmark is presented highlighting various aspects of the whole process with 123 full
color and archival photographs this beautiful volume captures the spirit of the gateway to
america and serves as a touching reminder of the brave huddled masses who left their homes
for a new nation

includes pictures includes accounts of ellis island written by immigrants includes online
resources and a bibliography for further reading includes a table of contents so anyhow we had
to get off of the ship and we were put on a tender which took us across to ellis island and when
i saw ellis island it s a great big place i wondered what we were going to do in there and we
all had to get out of the tender and then into this and gather your bags in there and the place
was crowded with people and talking and crying people were crying and we passed go
through some of the halls there and tried to remember that the halls big halls big open spaces
there and there was bars and there was people behind these bars and they were talking
different languages and i was scared to death i thought i was in jail mary mullins an irish
immigrantby the middle of the 19th century new york city s population surpassed the
unfathomable number of 1 million people despite its obvious lack of space this was mostly due
to the fact that so many immigrants heading to america naturally landed in new york harbor
well before the federal government set up an official immigration system on ellis island at first
the city itself set up its own immigration registration center in castle garden near the site of
the original fort amsterdam and naturally many of these immigrants who were arriving with
little more than the clothes on their back didn t travel far and thus remained in new york of
course the addition of so many immigrants and others with less money put strains on the
quality of life between 1862 and 1872 the number of tenements had risen from 12 000 to 20
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000 the number of tenement residents grew from 380 000 to 600 000 one notorious tenement
on the east river gotham court housed 700 people on a 20 by 200 foot lot another on the west
side was home incredibly to 3 000 residents who made use of hundreds of privies dug into a
fifteen foot wide inner court squalid dark crowded and dangerous tenement living created
dreadful health and social conditions it would take the efforts of reformers such as jacob riis
who documented the hellishness of tenements with shocking photographs in how the other
half lives to change the way such buildings were constructed on new year s day 1892 a young
irish girl named annie moore stepped off the steamship nevada and landed on a tiny island that
once held a naval fort as she made her way through the large building on that island annie was
processed as the first immigrant to come to america through ellis island like so many
immigrants before her she and her family settled in an irish neighborhood in the city and she
would live out the rest of her days there thanks to the opening of ellis island near the end of
the 19th century immigration into new york city exploded and the city s population nearly
doubled in a decade by the 1900s 2 million people considered themselves new yorkers and ellis
island would be responsible not just for that but for much of the influx of immigrants into the
nation as a whole over the next half a century to this day about a third of the big apple s
population is comprised of immigrants today making it one of the most diverse cities in the
world ellis island the history and legacy of america s most famous immigration gateway
analyzes the history of ellis island and its integral impact on american history along with
pictures of important people places and events you will learn about ellis island like never
before in no time at all

an exploration of the island that served as a gateway to thousands of immigrants and that has
since become an important american symbol provided by publisher

as the main entry facility for immigrants coming to the united states for more than half a
century ellis island was the last stop before a move to freedom in america about 12 million
people from europe and elsewhere entered teh united states through this portal the fascinating
ellis island uses immigrants own words photographs and full color illustrations to explore the
significance to those who wished to pursue the american dream

time line focus boxes maps primary source documents glossary index

the remarkable saga of america s landmark port of entry from immigration post to deportation
center to mythical icon

includes pictures includes contemporary accounts includes a bibliography on new year s day
1892 a young irish girl named annie moore stepped off the steamship nevada and landed on a
tiny island that once held a naval fort as she made her way through the large building on that
island annie was processed as the first immigrant to come to america through ellis island like so
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many immigrants before her she and her family settled in an irish neighborhood in the city
and she would live out the rest of her days there thanks to the opening of ellis island near the
end of the 19th century immigration into new york city exploded and the city s population
nearly doubled in a decade by the 1900s 2 million people considered themselves new yorkers
and ellis island would be responsible not just for that but for much of the influx of immigrants
into the nation as a whole over the next half a century to this day about a third of the big apple
s population is comprised of immigrants today making it one of the most diverse cities in the
world angel island the largest island in san francisco bay at about 740 acres was originally
named when don juan manuel ayala sailed into san francisco bay supposedly the island was
named angel because the land mass appeared to him as an angel guarding the bay and when
ayala made a map of the bay on it he marked angel island as isla de los angeles this would
remain the island s name ever since even as the use of the island would certainly change over
time the island is currently a large state park with beautiful views of the san francisco bay and
skyline but the most noteworthy part of the park is the immigration museum that site is what
makes angel island so famous today as it remains best known for being the entry point for asian
immigrants to the united states from 1910 1940 there is no way to know for sure how many
people actually passed through angel island because of the destruction of most of the historical
documentation in a fire but historians estimate that it was between 100 000 and 500 000 people
angel island is often referred to the ellis island of the west but many argue that they are
extremely different in their preservation of immigrant histories for one angel island took
much longer to preserve and the preservation of ellis island focuses on the positive reception of
european immigrants on the east coast which plays well to corporate sponsors and the american
story historian john bodnar explained that ellis island represents the view of american history
as a steady succession progress and uplift for ordinary people ellis island fits nicely into the
narrative of the american dream because even though the immigrants who came through
there were subject to racism they were predominantly white angel island was a much more
multiracial experience and when recounting its history the tensions of exclusiveness and
xenophobia that existed in the late 19th century and early 20th century are laid bare for all to
see after a fire in 1940 angel island went from being an immigration station to being used for
military purposes at first it was used as pow holding facility during world war ii and then
finally as a nike missile base between 1954 and 1962 after a long fight to preserve the island s
history as an immigration station and a huge pillar of asian american history the island was
declared a landmark in 1996 and the museum opened with a fully restored immigration station
in 2009 today the island can be visited by the public via a ferry from san francisco and countless
people hike and bike the island as well as taking tours of the immigration station ellis island
and angel island the history and legacy of america s most famous immigration stations examines
how these islands became immigration inspection centers and what life was like for those who
landed in each place
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looks at the history of ellis island and identifies its early roles as a mohegan island fisherman
rest spot famous immigration station and today s museum

ellis island had been an obscure little island that barely held itself above high tide today it
stands alongside plymouth rock in our nation s founding mythology as the place where many
of our ancestors first touched american soil ellis island s heyday from 1892 to 1924 coincided
with one of the greatest mass movements of individuals the world has ever seen with some
twelve million immigrants inspected at its gates historian vincent j cannato illuminates the
story of ellis island from the 19th century days when it hosted pirate hangings to the turn of
the 20th century when massive migrations sparked fierce debate and hopeful new immigrants
often encountered corruption harsh conditions and political scheming accounts of immigrants
officials interpreters and social reformers all play a role in the chronicle long after ellis island
ceased to be the nation s preeminent immigrant inspection station the debates that swirled
around it are still relevant summarized from book jacket
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way
we read, making books more accessible than
ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers can
now carry entire libraries in their pockets.
Among the various sources for ebooks, free
ebook sites have emerged as a popular choice.
These sites offer a treasure trove of
knowledge and entertainment without the
cost. But what makes these sites so valuable,
and where can you find the best ones? Let's
dive into the world of free ebook sites.
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Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites
offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money.
Buying books can be expensive, especially if
you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites allow
you to access a vast array of books without
spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility.
Whether you're at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world, you can access
your favorite titles anytime, anywhere,
provided you have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is
astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few
stand out for their quality and range of
offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic literature in the

public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for
every book ever published. It offers millions
of free ebooks, making it a fantastic resource
for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and
preview millions of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While not all books are
available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free
ebooks in various genres. The site is user-
friendly and offers books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and
business books, making it an excellent
resource for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid
pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not
downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors and publishers but can
also pose security risks.
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Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your
devices updated to protect against malware
that can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book and that you're
not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational
purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous academic resources,
including textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from
cooking to programming, making these sites
great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites
provide a wealth of educational materials for
different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free
ebook sites ensures there's something for
everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming
with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies,
self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range
of subjects, helping reduce the financial
burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of
children's books, from picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that
enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great
for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your
reading comfort, making it easier for those
with visual impairments.
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Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written
text into audio, providing an alternative way
to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading
experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to find and access
your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your
library across multiple devices, so you can
pick up right where you left off, no matter
which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come
with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and
sometimes the quality of the digital copy can

be poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks
you download, limiting sharing and
transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires
an internet connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook
sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely
make accessing and reading ebooks even
more seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will
help more people benefit from free ebook
sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more
digitized, free ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an
incredible opportunity to access a wide range
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of books without the financial burden. They
are invaluable resources for readers of all ages
and interests, providing educational materials,
entertainment, and accessibility features. So
why not explore these sites and discover the
wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public domain or have
the rights to distribute them. How do I know
if an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known
and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg,

Open Library, and Google Books. Check
reviews and ensure the site has proper
security measures. Can I download ebooks to
any device? Most free ebook sites offer
downloads in multiple formats, making them
compatible with various devices like e-
readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook
sites offer audiobooks, which are perfect for
those who prefer listening to their books.
How can I support authors if I use free ebook
sites? You can support authors by purchasing
their books when possible, leaving reviews,
and sharing their work with others.
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