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examining political novels that have achieved or been denied canonical status john
whalen bridge demonstrates how herman melville jack london norman mailer ralph
ellison toni  morrison and margaret  atwood have grappled with  the problem of
balancing radicalism and art  he shows that some books are more political  than
others that some political novelists are more skillful than others and that readers
must allow for basic working distinctions between politics and aesthetics if we are to
make useful judgments about which political novels to read and why whalen bridge
demonstrates with clarity and power that the american political novel should not be
ostracized but celebrated as a genre equal or superior to poetic and aesthetic ones
tobin siebers author of cold war criticism and the politics of skepticism

originally published in 1997 and now back in print making the american self by daniel
walker howe the pulitzer prize winning author of what hath god wrought charts the
genesis and fascinating trajectory of a central idea in american history one of the
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most  precious liberties  americans have always cherished is  the ability  to  make
something  of  themselves  to  choose  not  only  an  occupation  but  an  identity
examining works by benjamin franklin jonathan edwards abraham lincoln frederick
douglass henry david thoreau ralph waldo emerson margaret fuller and others howe
investigates how americans in the 18th and 19th centuries engaged in the process of
self construction self improvement and the pursuit of happiness he explores as well
how americans understood individual identity in relation to the larger body politic
and argues that  the conscious construction of  the autonomous self  was in fact
essential to american democracy that it both shaped and was in turn shaped by
american democratic institutions the thinkers described in this book howe writes
believed that to the extent individuals exercised self control they were making free
institutions liberal republican and democratic possible and as the scope of american
democracy widened so too did the practice of self construction moving beyond the
preserve of elite white males to potentially all americans howe concludes that the
time  has  come  to  ground  our  democracy  once  again  in  habits  of  personal
responsibility  civility  and  self  discipline  esteemed  by  some  of  america  s  most
important thinkers erudite beautifully written and more pertinent than ever as we
enter a new era of individual and governmental responsibility making the american
self illuminates an impulse at the very heart of the american experience

this book explores the democratic and republican party platforms from 1840 to 2016
as the only official institutionally sanctioned document espousing the parties views
on the state of the nation the platforms present to the party faithful a diagnosis of
what ails the country and the promise of possessing the necessary cure in doing so
they offer more than a listing of specific issues in need of redress through legislative
action and moreover serve as a form of national storytelling through which political
parties forge their vision of america and of what it means to be an american using
topic modeling as an entry point into the documents the author moves to consider
more closely two related themes those of how the platforms narrate the american
self and individual freedom with consideration of the extent to which the parties
envision the self as an isolated economic actor or as an individual with a range of
duties and obligations to a  broader  community  the spheres of  action that  they
consider focal points for individual autonomy and the extent to which they view
liberty as freedom from restraint or freedom to act this book sheds light on the
historical trajectory of the growing fracture in american politics as well as the points
of convergence across the two parties moreover positing that behind their divisive
rhetoric both share a fundamental vision of what it means to be a person the author
argues that perhaps their seemingly intractable differences are more a matter of
degree than kind

why adopt a poststructural lens for the reading of the military strategy of national
missile defence nmd no doubt when contemplating an attack on us territory by
intercontinental ballistic missiles consulting michel foucault and critical international
relations theory scholars may not seem the obvious route to take the answer to this
lies  in  another  question  why  has  there  been so  much interest  and  continuous
investment in nmd deployment when there is such ambiguity surrounding the status
of  threat  to  which it  responds controversy  over  its  technological  feasibility  and
concern about its cost posed in this manner the question cannot be answered on its
own terms the terms given in official  accounts of nmd that justify the system s
significance on  the  basis  of  strategic  feasibility  studies  and conventional  threat
predictions  guided  by  worst  case  scenarios  instead  this  book  argues  that  the
preferences  leading  to  nmd  deployment  must  be  understood  as  satisfying
requirements  beyond  strategic  approaches  and  issues  in  turning  towards  the
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interpretative  modes  of  inquiry  provided  by  critical  social  theory  and
poststructuralism  this  book  contests  the  conventional  wisdom  about  nmd  and
suggests reading the strategy in terms of us identity presented as an analysis of
discourses  on  threats  to  national  security  around  which  the  need  for  nmd
deployment is predominantly framed this book is an effort to let the two fields of
critical international relations theory and us foreign policy speak directly to each
other it seeks to do so by showing how the concept of identity can be harnessed to
an analysis of a contemporary military strategic practice

seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject business economics miscellaneous
grade 1 0 a uni jena de intercultural economic communications course seminar goal
culture usa language english abstract the european awareness of america is based
on old concepts and images america was always seen as an offspring prisching 2003
s 3 of europe so its perception is not focused on religious and political differences
the  mistake  within  the  european  opinion  is  to  underestimate  the  differences
between  europe  and  america  concerning  the  founding  myths  the  evolution  of
mentality the economic and everyday culture and values and beliefs but america
keeps  its  own  traditional  attitude  towards  europe  as  well  besides  mutual
stereotypes  and  incongruent  images  there  is  a  lack  of  awareness  of  semantic
differences in both cultures terms like moral good justice or liberty look like the
same but do not mean the same although this obviously seems to be expected to
develop these expectations this paper aims to give a better understanding of the
american identity by providing an overview of the background of american values
and answering the question what is the american self the first chapter defines basic
terms which are the prerequisites and tools for this paper shows distinctness and
examples of distinct american values the second part tries to give insight into the
origins history and evolution the where from of the american identity by portraying
the  characteristics  of  selected  american  values  the  last  chapter  will  provide  a
conclusion on the current development of the american self  understanding and
ideas about the future the where to of the american self but this identification is
based on my own european or german point of view as a part of the european or
german collective mind so that  the following conclusions are not  drawn on an
objective selection of facts this is an abstraction neither i will not try
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