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having outlined a theory of bullshit and falsehood harry g frankfurt turns to what lies beyond
them the truth a concept not as obvious as some might expect our culture s devotion to bullshit
may seem much stronger than our apparently halfhearted attachment to truth some people
professional thinkers won t even acknowledge true and false as meaningful categories and even
those who claim to love truth cause the rest of us to wonder whether they too aren t simply full of
it practically speaking many of us deploy the truth only when absolutely necessary often finding
alternatives to be more saleable and yet somehow civilization seems to be muddling along but
where are we headed is our fast and easy way with the facts actually crippling us or is it all good
really what s the use of truth anyway with the same leavening wit and commonsense wisdom that
animates his pathbreaking work on bullshit frankfurt encourages us to take another look at the
truth there may be something there that is perhaps too plain to notice but for which we have a
mostly unacknowledged yet deep seated passion his book will have sentient beings across
america asking the truth why didn t i think of that

over one million copies sold worldwide the international and 1 new york times bestseller the
anniversary edition of the acclaimed book that reveals why bullshit is more dangerous than lying
one of the most prominent features of our world is that there is so much bullshit yet we have no
clear understanding of what bullshit is how it s different from lying what purposes it serves and
what it means in his acclaimed bestseller on bullshit which was featured on the daily show and
60 minutes harry frankfurt who was one of the world s most influential moral philosophers
explores one of the most serious problems of our politics and our world this twentieth anniversary
edition features a postscript in which frankfurt emphasizes that indifference to the truth is
extremely dangerous with his characteristic combination of philosophical acuity psychological
insight and wry humor frankfurt argues that bullshitters misrepresent themselves to their
audience not as liars do that is by deliberately making false claims about what s true rather
bullshitters seek to convey a certain impression of themselves without being concerned about
whether anything at all is true they quietly change the rules governing the conversation so that
claims about truth and falsity are irrelevant although bullshit can take innocent forms excessive
indulgence in it can eventually undermine the bullshitter s capacity to tell the truth in a way that
lying doesn t liars at least acknowledge that the truth matters because of this frankfurt says
bullshit is a greater enemy of the truth than lies are remarkably prescient and insightful on
bullshit is a small book that explains a great deal about our time
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presents a theory of bullshit how it differs from lying how those who engage in it change the rules
of conversation and how indulgence in bullshit can alter a person s ability to tell the truth

the author argues that the key to a fulfilled life is to pursue what one cares about that love is the
most authoritative form of caring and that the purest form of love is in a complicated way self
love

this book develops a unique account of autonomy in which its attribution to agents is dependent
in part on their relationships with others and not merely upon their mental states this is then
applied to bioethical issues e g informed consent and patient confidentiality in which autonomy
plays a central role

a wide range of philosophical essays informed by the work of harry frankfurt who offers a
response to each essay

this book provides a comprehensive systematic theory of moral responsibility the authors explore
the conditions under which individuals are morally responsible for actions omissions
consequences and emotions the leading idea in the book is that moral responsibility is based on
guidance control this control has two components the mechanism that issues in the relevant
behavior must be the agent s own mechanism and it must be appropriately responsive to reasons
the book develops an account of both components the authors go on to offer a sustained defense
of the thesis that moral responsibility is compatible with causal determinism this major study will
interest moral philosophers legal theorists and those in religious studies concerned with the issue
of moral responsibility

what is a person what makes me the same person today that i was yesterday or will be tomorrow
philosophers have long pondered these questions in plato s symposium socrates observed that all
of us are constantly undergoing change we experience physical changes to our bodies as well as
changes in our manners customs opinions desires pleasures pains and fears aristotle theorized
that there must be some underlying substratum that remains the same even as we undergo these
changes john locke rejected aristotle s view and reformulated the problem of personal identity in
his own way is a person a physical organism that persists through time or is a person identified
by the persistence of psychological states by memory these essays written by prominent
philosophers and legal and economic theorists offer valuable insights into the nature of personal
identity and its implications for morality and public policy

the modern literary critic t s eliot wrote in 1929 must be an experimenter outside of what you
might at first consider his own province there is no literary problem which does not lead us
irresistibly to larger problems this book follows eliot s principle and situates his literary and
critical work in a wide context that reveals manifold links between aesthetics ethics politics and
epistemology the historical context of early twentieth century idealism vitalism and pragmatism
especially the intensely political bergsonian controversy and the modern context of the
philosophies of charles taylor michel foucault and richard rorty knowledge it argues was
verbalised in the modernist age individualised into the act of knowing an act with motives and
goals and thus introduced into the realm of ethics a process central to twentieth century thought
eliot s poems especially constructed as a life composed a literary lifetime linking composition and
composure ponder the virtue of precision the sins of pride and mental sloth the temptation of
prejudice and the need for conviction decidedly tentative eliot s poems solve the problem of
morally significant literature in a century of suspicion they ask the crucial question of where one
should start to rely

popular interest in bullshit and its near relative truthiness is at an all time high but the subject has
a rich philosophical history with hobbes locke hume and kant all weighing in on the matter here
contemporary philosophers reflect on bullshit from epistemological ethical metaphysical
historical and political points of view tackling questions including what is bullshit what does it do
is it a passing fad and can it ever be eliminated the book is a guide and resource for the many
who find bullshit worth pondering

seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject philosophy practical ethics aesthetics culture
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nature right grade 2 b university of st gallen cultural studies department language english abstract
this term paper deals with an essay by the american philosopher harry g frankfurt on caring harry
frankfurt is one of those thinkers who have the ability to provoke new and interesting discussions
in philosophy while keeping the language simple to understand even for the lay mind this
particular essay was published in 1999 in a book called necessity volition and love which
contained a series of essays dealing with various concepts of human needs wishes and desires
the goal of this treatise is to present the essay in a more detailed manner and to provide some
deeper insight into frankfurt s concepts by bringing in a couple of examples of everyday life
having this objective in mind we begin with a presentation of some biographical information on
the author and an overview of his work this is especially important in order to follow frankfurt s
explorations about the ways people think about themselves intellectually and morally and how
ideals and values shape our lives throughout his career frankfurt continued to develop these
concepts and this is why it is essential to look at his first works which laid out the grounds for his
thinking the following discussion of the essay on caring will then be divided into three parts a first
part deals with the idea that caring can be understood as a principal reason for human action and
therefore as a means for the pursuit of happiness and is followed by a discussion about what
caring in this sense actually means thirdly we will shortly look at the concept of love that frankfurt
sketches in the last passage of this first part of the essay called caring and necessity leading to
the second part the necessities of love which has not been taken into consideration for this paper

the oxford handbook of the philosophy of love offers a wide array of original essays from leading
philosophers on the nature and value of love

the motives for bringing about the hellenic serbian dialogue series originate from the sentiment
that mutual relations between greeks and sebs far surpass the cultural exchange between greece
and serbia knowing that cooperation does not simply fall into one s lap but must be initiated by
human will and energy a group of philosophers from athens and novi sad the proverbial athens of
serbia committed themselves to improving this state of affairs at least within the confines of their
area of expertise philosophy it is our firm intent to carry out the promise of the title of this series
in the following years apart from mere cooperation between our two institutions our aim is also to
facilitate an international dialogue that would involve a wide range of thinkers regardless of their
place of employment the topic of this second volume is personhood which was spurred on by the
need to investigate the condition of humanity in the twenty first century with this second volume
of the hellenic serbian philosophical dialogue series we have done our best to produce a rich
multi faceted broadly scoped and inspiring book we wish it becomes for the reader the ideal
vehicle for an intellectually stimulating journey

anyone new to philosophy soon encounters new ideas that challenge their hidden biases and
cherished beliefs or are at odds with common sense and tradition yet these philosophical ideas
are backed by strong arguments arguments so strong that it s difficult to identify what is wrong
with them too weird to believe too plausible to deny mind blowing philosophical ideas explores
these strange yet cogent ideas in 29 short clear chapters written by some of the best philosophers
alive today some of these ideas include nobody should reproduce you are not responsible for
your actions consciousness is in everything everywhere your property doesn t really belong to
you absolutely anything can be art biases are morally good and help us understand reality we can
t know what scientific facts are correct having a disability can be good for you you should never
ever lie even to save a life you have no moral duty to obey the law you don t exist because there
is no self each chapter starts with a seemingly counterintuitive philosophical conclusion and a
simple accurate description of the underlying argument supporting the conclusion including
historical and cultural context this is followed by an outline of objections for the purposes of
conversation and debate and a discussion of the implications of the idea or how it may relate to
the reader s interests and attitudes each chapter closes with suggested readings and a list of
references for readers who want to learn more about the idea

yascha mounk shows why a focus on personal responsibility is wrong and counterproductive it
distracts us from the larger economic forces determining aggregate outcomes ignores what we
owe fellow citizens regardless of their choices and blinds us to key values such as the desire to
live in a society of equals in this book he proposes a remedy
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harry g frankfurt begins his inquiry by asking what is it about human beings that makes it
possible for us to take ourselves seriously based on the tanner lectures in moral philosophy
taking ourselves seriously and getting it right delves into this provocative and original question
the author maintains that taking ourselves seriously presupposes an inward directed reflexive
oversight that enables us to focus our attention directly upon ourselves and it means that we are
not prepared to accept ourselves just as we come we want our thoughts our feelings our choices
and our behavior to make sense we are not satisfied to think that our ideas are formed
haphazardly or that our actions are driven by transient and opaque impulses or by mindless
decisions we need to direct ourselves or at any rate to believe that we are directing ourselves in
thoughtful conformity to stable and appropriate norms we want to get things right the essays
delineate two features that have a critical role to play in this our rationality and our ability to love
frankfurt incisively explores the roles of reason and of love in our active lives and considers the
relation between these two motivating forces of our actions the argument is that the authority of
practical reason is less fundamental than the authority of love love as the author defines it is a
volitional matter that is it consists in what we are actually committed to caring about frankfurt
adds that the object of love can be almost anything a life a quality of experience a person a group
a moral ideal a nonmoral ideal a tradition whatever however these objects and ideals are difficult
to comprehend and often in conflict with each other moral principles play an important supporting
role in this process as they help us develop and elucidate a vision that inspires our love the first
section of the book consists of the two lectures which are entitled taking ourselves seriously and
getting it right the second section consists of comments in response by christine m korsgaard
michael e bratman and meir dan cohen the book includes a preface by debra satz

includes entries for maps and atlases

哲學上的大哉問 我們真能分辨真假嗎 又 為什麼在意真假這麼重要 哲學大師法蘭克福引用史賓諾莎的話回答我們 人們無法
不愛真實 忽視真實的人 就是忽視自己生命的人 哈里 法蘭克福 harry g frankfurt 繼上本暢銷書 放屁 on bullshit 提
出胡說 屁話和虛假的理論後 開始處理更重要的事物 真實 在 論真實 中 法蘭克福探討 放屁 未深究的問題 在前書中作者論
及 有些哲學家或公眾人物根本不承認 真 和 假 是有意義的類別 他們只在乎自己說的話是否能有效操弄他人的態度和觀點
也有許多人僅在絕對必要時才使用真相 其餘時候總是動用真實的替代品來銷售自己的觀點和理念 這種文化持續下去 會讓
人們對真實的 價值和重要性 逐漸缺乏關心 一種無視真理的 傳染病 出現在公眾人物和政客當中 對社會造成莫大的傷害 這
也是為什麼作者認為 屁話比說謊更傷害人類社會 然而 在前本書中 作者沒有談到 為什麼不在乎真實 對我們社會的傷害這
麼大 於是 作者在本書中處理以下幾個問題 真實為何真的重要 以及到底哪一點讓真實這麼重要 作者真實的從工具價值 社
會意義 以及存在本質觀點 一步步深入談論真實的之於我們的重要性 他說 人要合乎本性活著 真實是不可或缺的 本書儘管
簡短 內容卻超乎想像地豐富且發人深省 是一本極佳的哲學入門書 同時也讓我們反思後現代主義思潮對於人們和這世界的
衝擊 並讓我們再次思考為什麼非得在乎真實 作者簡介 哈里 法蘭克福 harry g frankfurt 美國哲學家 普林斯頓大學道德
哲學榮譽教授 著作包括 愛的理由 必要性 意志和愛 以及 我們關心什麼至關重要 住在新澤西州的普林斯頓 法蘭克福2005
年撰寫了一本小書 放屁 on bullshit 意外成為暢銷書 正如書名所示 該書關注屁話為何在我們的文化中如此盛行且頑強持
久 並認為屁話比說謊對於文明生活更有傷害 因為講屁話的人只 試圖用他們所說的話來操縱與他們交談的人的觀點與態度
只要能說服人 根本不在意所言真假 作者接續上本書未完成的部分 寫下 論真實 同樣言簡意賅 探討為什麼在乎真假如此重
要 譯者簡介 唐澄暐 政治大學新聞系 台南藝術大學紀錄所畢業 曾任 台灣立報 國際版版主及編譯 喜愛怪獸及幻想作品 目
前同時從事翻譯及怪獸小說寫作 譯有 世界觀 現代年輕人必懂的科學哲學和科學史 五十億年的孤寂 地球之後 數字公民 如
���������� �������� ��

one of the most influential of contemporary philosophers harry frankfurt has made major
contributions to the philosophy of action moral psychology and the study of descartes this
collection of essays complements an earlier successful collection published by cambridge the
importance of what we care about these essays deal in general with foundational metaphysical
and epistemological issues concerning descartes moral philosophy philosophical anthropology
political philosophy and religion a hallmark of frankfurt s work is his crisp and incisive style
which means that these essays should appeal to a wide range of philosophers and to readers in
neighboring disciplines with philosophical interests
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