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the year is 1914 and amelia pim will soon be thirteen there are rumours of war and rebellion and
dublin is holding its breath for major dramatic events but all that matters to amelia is what
she will wear to her birthday party and how she can be the envy of her friends but where are
amelia s friends when disaster strikes her family now that the pims have come down in the world
what use will amelia have for a shimmering emerald green dress when mama s political activities
bring the final disgrace it is amelia who must hold the family together only the friendship of the
servant girl mary ann seems to promise any hope

it is 1916 and europe is at war from the poverty of the dublin slums twelve year old jimmy
conway sees it all as glorious and loves the british army for which his father is fighting but
when war comes to his own streets jimmy s loyalties are divided the rebels occupy the general
post office and other parts of the city and jimmy s uncle is among them dublin s streets are
destroyed business comes to a halt in an attempt to find food for his family jimmy crosses the
city avoiding the shooting weaving through the army patrols hoping to make it home before
curfew but his quest is not easy and danger threatens at every corner

in the context of changing constructs of home and of childhood since the mid twentieth century
this book examines discourses of home and homeland in irish children s fiction from 1990 to 2012
a time of dramatic change in ireland spanning the rise and fall of the celtic tiger and of
unprecedented growth in irish children s literature close readings of selected texts by five
award winning authors are linked to social intellectual and political changes in the period
covered and draw on postcolonial feminist cultural and children s literature theory
highlighting the political and ideological dimensions of home and the value of children s
literature as a lens through which to view culture and society as well as an imaginative space
where young people can engage with complex ideas relevant to their lives and the world in which
they live examining the works of o r melling kate thompson eoin colfer siobhán parkinson and
siobhan dowd ciara ní bhroin argues that irish children s literature changed at this time from
being a vehicle that largely promoted hegemonic ideologies of home in post independence ireland to
a site of resistance to complacent notions of home in celtic tiger ireland

while much has been written about irish culture s apparent obsession with the past and with
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representing childhood few critics have explored in detail the position of children s fiction within
such discourses this book serves to redress these imbalances illuminating both the manner in
which children s texts engage with complex cultural discourses in contemporary ireland and the
significant contribution that children s novels and films can make to broader debates concerning
irish identity at the end of the twentieth and beginning of the twenty first centuries through
close analysis of specific books and films published or produced since 1990 irish childhoods
offers an insight into contrasting approaches to the representation of irish history and
childhood in recent children s fiction each chapter interrogates the unique manner in which an
author or filmmaker engages with twentieth century irish history from a contemporary
perspective and reveals that constructions of childhood in irish children s fiction are often used
to explore aspects of ireland s past and present

irish children s literature and culture looks critically at irish writing for children from the
1980s to the present examining the work of many writers and illustrators and engaging with
major genres forms and issues including the gothic the speculative picturebooks ethnicity and
globalization it contextualizes modern irish children s literature in relation to irish mythology
and earlier writings as well as in relation to irish writing for adults thereby demonstrating the
complexity of this fascinating area what constitutes a national literature is rarely
straightforward and it is especially complex when discussing writing for young people in an irish
context until recently there was only a slight body of work that could be classified as irish
children s literature in comparison with ireland s contribution to adult literature in the
twentieth century the contributors to the volume examine a range of texts in relation to
contemporary literary and cultural theory and children s literature internationally raising
provocative questions about the future of the topic irish children s literature and culture is
essential reading for those interested in irish literature culture sociology childhood and
children s literature valerie coghlan church of ireland college of education dublin is a librarian
and lecturer she is a former co editor of bookbird an international journal of children s
literature she has published widely on irish children s literature and co edited several books on
the topic she is a former board member of the irscl and a founder member of the irish society for
the study of children s literature children s books ireland and ibby ireland keith o sullivan
lectures in english at the church of ireland college of education dublin he is a founder member of
the irish society for the study of children s literature a former member of the board of directors
of children s books ireland and past chair of the children s books ireland bisto book of the year
awards he has published on the works of philip pullman and emily bront�

ranging from the fundamental question whether a children s literature is possible or what its
formal and contextual parameters might be to the exigent issues of contemporary cultural
studies this essay collection inserts children s literature into literary theoretical and
historical debate

two children lose their home during the london blitz

the conflicts in europe and ireland bring heartbreak and divided loyalties to amelia pim and her
friend mary ann when amelia s quaker boyfriend decides to go fight in the great war and mary ann
s brother patrick becomes involved in ireland s easter rising and seeks refuge in the pim household
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