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complete edition of the dark night of the soul by saint john of the cross translated by e allison
peers this edition includes over 176 footnotes creating a study edition for readers to better
understand st john s roadmap to deeper intimacy with god read with an open heart this book
is helpful to refine and anchor the reader through various stages of life on a dark night kindled
in love with yearnings oh happy chance i went forth without being observed my house being
now at rest no student of thought should be without this historic book this edition is provided
in a slim volume with full text at an affordable price

while imprisoned in a tiny prison cell for his attempts to reform the church sixteenth century
spanish mystic john of the cross composed many of his now classic poems of the soul s
longing for god written on a scroll smuggled to him by one of his guards his songs are the
ultimate expression of the spiritual seeker s journey from estranged despair to blissful union
with the divine after escaping his captors john fell into a state of profound ecstasy and wrote
dark night of the soul later he added an important commentary to his poem to guide other
searching souls along the arduous path to communion with god here for the first time a
scholar unaffiliated with the catholic church has translated this timeless work mirabai starr
who has studied buddhism hinduism and judaism lends the seeker s sensibility to john s
powerful text and brings this classic work to the twenty first century in a brilliant and beautiful
rendering

all christians experience dark nights times when everything seems to be going wrong with
them some wallow in despair others learn in darkness st john explains the four benefits of the
dark night 1 delight of peace 2 habitual remembrance and thought of god 3 cleanness and
purity of soul practice of the virtues 4 practice of the virtues

describes the purification or night that the human soul must experience if it is to enter into
loving union with god in this life this title is suitable for readers both lay and religious who seek
to experience on earth the kind of intimacy with god that will characterize the lives of the
blessed in heaven

this new edition of the image classic with more than 100 000 copies sold brings e allison
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peers s magnificent translation of st john of the cross s masterpiece dark night of the soul to a
new generation of readers and will renew the interest of those already familiar with its soaring
poetry and timeless truths the sixteenth century carmelite monk st john of the cross stands
alongside st teresa of avila as the west s best known and most beloved christian mystic as
peers writes in the introduction to his definitive translation of dark night of the soul the most
sublime of all spanish mystics he soars aloft on the wings of divine love to heights known
hardly to any of them true to the character of his thought his style is always forceful and
energetic dark night of the soul follows the soul s journey from a state of abandonment and
darkness to a loving union with god in a voice at once grandiose and melodious and a style
that combines the systematic theology of st thomas aquinas with rapturous poetry st john
describes the process of moving away from routine religious rituals and embracing a being
who can be known only through love his words peers writes are a wonderful illustration of the
theological truth that grace far from destroying nature ennobles and dignifies it and of the
agreement always found between the natural and the supernatural between the principles of
sound reason and the sublime manifestations of divine grace one of the greatest
contributions to the literature of mysticism dark night of the soul offers support and
encouragement to all who seek oneness with god

if a man wants to know for certain the road he is on he has to keep his eyes closed and walk in
darkness the dark night of the soul has come to typify that condition of spiritual dryness
depression and seeming abandonment by god that many christians experience at some stage
in their lives in the dark night of the soul st john a sixteenth century spanish mystic and poet
describes the spiritual road that leads to union with god on this road the soul must enter the
dark night to be stripped of its imperfections including the famous seven deadly sins a
process that often takes a number of years this new edition of a great spiritual classic is for all
who long to find god in the middle of their darkest times it includes an introduction from the
translator and a new foreword by alan jamieson

dark night of the soulis a spiritually moving book in it st john of the cross describes the soul s
journey the dark night to the divine union of the love of god a poet at heart st john describes
the journey and the union with beautifully rich and deeply symbolic language however st john
does not simply describe the journey at times he offers encouragement and comfort to
readers as they too struggle with the excruciating dark night offering hope to the
downtrodden and discouraged dark night of the soulis one of the most difficult books a
person can read but its difficulty is surpassed by its reward one of the most profound works
of christian spirituality this book is highly recommended for those seeking union with god

in dark night of the soul saint john of the cross presents for us a portrait painted from his own
experience of one who advances successfully through the struggles of the spiritual life the
dark night that st john describes is not abandonment by god but special consideration from
him for those who desire to purify and perfect their souls with a soul purified from earthly
attachments we can advance through the much quoted but oft misunderstood dark night of
the souls into unity with god by accepting the desolation and difficulty of this process the soul
cooperates with god and opens itself to receiving and revealing more perfectly god s glory be
not afraid dark night of the soul though austere and exacting in its instructions for holy living
is laced with st john s charity and kindness his love of all things beautiful and sacred including
you

a soul endures darkness and trials seeking divine union through suffering and doubt faith is
tested leading to a transformative journey of spiritual awakening and enlightenment

2017 reprint of 1953 edition originally published in 1953 as volume one of the the complete
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works of saint john of the cross doctor of the church translated and edited by e allison peers
from the critical edition of p silverio de santa teresa published in 1935 in this work a spiritual
masterpiece and classic of christian literature and mysticism the author addresses several
subjects among them pride avarice envy and other human imperfections his discussion of the
dark night which considers afflictions and pain suffered by the soul is followed by an
extended explanation of divine love and the soul s exultant union with god the dark night from
which the spiritual term takes its name narrates the journey of the soul from its bodily home
to union with god it happens during the night which represents the hardships and difficulties
met in detachment from the world and reaching the light of the union with the creator there
are several steps in this night which are related in successive stanzas the narrative explains
the painful experience that people endure as they seek to grow in spiritual maturity and union
with god this fine translation by e allison peers is considered one of the faithful that has
appeared and a preferred rendering of the original spanish

dark night of the soul by st john of the cross is a profound spiritual classic that explores the
journey of the soul through periods of deep suffering and purification written in the 16th
century this work delves into the mystical process of achieving union with god by enduring
and transcending spiritual darkness the text offers insight into the challenges of spiritual
growth and the transformative power of divine grace

this is a photographic reprint of the original which insures faithfulness to the original the dark
night though only a short treatise in comparison with the remaining works of st john of the
cross is perhaps from a practical point of view the most important of the whole senes
instructions for beginners may be found in abundance even the night of the sense as st john
informs us has had numerous exponents but in the night of the spirit he breaks fresh ground if
itis one of god s ordinances that all spiritual life must be regulated by a director so that pitfalls
may be avoided a soul plunged into the night of the spirit depends more than any other upon
the intelligent guidance of an experienced director partly on account of its natural reluctance
to proceed along a path beset with so many difficulties partly because the very fact of its
being in darkness prevents it from seeing clearly with its own eyes in the ascent and the dark
night st john has traced the way with admirable lucidity and simplicity but these books
especially the latter are chiefly addressed to the directoritis impossible to read them without
gaining the conviction that his is the absolutely safe way there may be others less straight
less rugged but neither so safe nor so direct st john taking his position on the firm basis of the
psychology and theology of st thomas aquinas and guiding himself by the light of holy
scripture pitilessly dissects the soul and its operations separating not only what is dangerous
or unsound but everything that is not directly conducive to his ultimate aim the union of the
human will with the holy will of god a work of this magnitude must be begun by god and
accomplished by him the beginning consists in the grace of vocation the end in the beatific
vision between these two there lies a vast distance which it takes a lifetime to cover where
the generous and intelligent co operation of the soul is indispensable this is partly active and
consists in the systematic denial of everything that could give satisfaction to body or soul as
explained in the ascent and partly passive as shown in the dark night where the soul assists
god s operation by submitting to his chastising hand like a patient under the knife of the
surgeon the number of souls called to the contemplative life in its widest sense is even
nowadays greater than is commonly supposed they are not confined to religions orders but
are to be found in every station of life and in every country for the spirit breatheth where it will
many proceed no farther than the initial stages few persevere as far as the spiritual night
while those who attain to perfection are but exceptions | iany praise and bless jesus as long as
they receive some consolation from him but if he hide himself and leave them for a little while
they fall either into complaining or into excessive dejection this general falling off may be
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partly attributed to a want of understanding and guidance which st john in the book before us
undertakes to remedy it may be useful for some readers of st john s works to find here a short
sketch of the experiences a soul generally makes on its journey through the realms of
mysticism let us suppose that it has been unexpectedly struck by a ray of divine grace it may
never really have been estranged from god since the day of baptism or it may have strayed no
essential difference would result therefrom because motion is determined not so much by
the direction whence it proceeds but whither it tends
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