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in these eleven essays scholars from diverse disciplines address the argument reception and implications of the dialectic of sex and

make a compelling critical case for its contemporary salience

the dialectic of essence offers a systematic new account of plato s metaphysics allan silverman argues that the best way to make sense
of the metaphysics as a whole is to examine carefully what plato says about ousia essence from the meno through the middle period
dialogues the phaedo and the republic and into several late dialogues including the parmenides the sophist the philebus and the
timaeus this book focuses on three fundamental facets of the metaphysics the theory of forms the nature of particulars and plato s
understanding of the nature of metaphysical inquiry silverman seeks to show how plato conceives of being as a unique way in
which an essence is related to a form conversely partaking having is the way in which a material particular is related to its
properties particulars thus in an important sense lack essence additionally the author closely analyzes plato s idea that the relation
between forms and particulars is mediated by form copies even when some late dialogues provide a richer account of particulars
silverman maintains that particulars are still denied essence indeed with the timaeus s introduction of the receptacle there are no
particulars of the traditional variety this book cogently demonstrates that when we understand that plato s concern with essence lies
at the root of his metaphysics we are better equipped to find our way through the labyrinth of his dialogues and to better appreciate

how they form a coherent theory

kierkegaard and the dialectics of modernism defines literary modernism represented by seven english american and scandinavian
authors as not only a manifestation of man s separation and alienation from himself and society but also as an expression of man s
struggle towards integration and liberation in the texts this dialectic is reflected in the ironic interplay between the fragmentation of

language and the poetic longing for wholeness kierkegaard s philosophy and freud s psychology express a conflict comparable to the
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modernist dilemma the areas of philosophy psychology and literature when examined dialectically reveal a common response in

different terms to a shared historical situation

conventionally analysts of social change perceive organizational initiatives in binary terms projects are seen as being either top down
or bottom up local culture is seen as being either modern or traditional challenging this restrictive dualism this important book argues
that social change emerges in a nonlinear circuitous and dialectic process of struggle in support of their approach the authors identify
four dialectic tensions as being central to the process of organizing for social change control and emancipation oppression and
empowerment dissemination and dialogue and fragmentation and unity argue for a dialectic approach which acknowledges that
contradictory tensions can and do co exist for example a project can control beneficiaries with tough conditionalities even as it
emancipates them and draw upon cases set in various contexts social justice academic corporate artistic and others from both

developing and developed countries

henry a giroux is one of the most respected and well known critical education scholars social critics and astute observers of popular
culture in the modern world for those who follow his considerably influential work in critical pedagogy and social criticism this first
ever collection of his classic writings augmented by a new essay is a must have volume that reveals his evolution as a scholar in it he
takes on three major considerations central to pedagogy and schooling the first section offers girouxs most widely read theoretical
critiques on the culture of positivism and technocratic rationality he contends that by emphasizing the logic of science and rationality
rather than taking a holistic worldview these approaches fail to take account of connections among social political and historical forces
or to consider the importance of such connections for the process of schooling in the second section giroux expands the theoretical
framework for conceptualizing and implementing his version of critical pedagogy his theory of border pedagogy advocates a
democratic public philosophy that embraces the notion of difference as part of a common struggle to extend the quality of public life
for giroux a student must function as a border crosser as a person moving in and out of physical cultural and social borders he uses the
popular medium of hollywood film to show students how they might understand their own position as partly constructed within a

dominant eurocentric tradition and how power and authority relate to the wider society as well as to the classroom in the last section
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giroux explores a number of contemporary traditions and issues including modernism postmodernism and feminism and discusses the
matter of cultural difference in the classroom finally in an essay written especially for this volume giroux analyzes the assault on
education and teachers as public intellectuals that began in the reagan bush era and continues today henry a giroux is one of the most
respected and well known critical education scholars social critics and astute observers of popular culture in the modern world for
those who follow his considerably influential work in critical pedagogy and social criticism this first ever collection of his classic
writings augmented by a new essay is a must have volume that reveals his evolution as a scholar in it he takes on three major
considerations central to pedagogy and schooling the first section offers girouxs most widely read theoretical critiques on the culture
of positivism and technocratic rationality he contends that by emphasizing the logic of science and rationality rather than taking a
holistic worldview these approaches fail to take account of connections among social political and historical forces or to consider the
importance of such connections for the process of schooling in the second section giroux expands the theoretical framework for
conceptualizing and implementing his version of critical pedagogy his theory of border pedagogy advocates a democratic public
philosophy that embraces the notion of difference as part of a common struggle to extend the quality of public life for giroux a
student must function as a border crosser as a person moving in and out of physical cultural and social borders he uses the popular
medium of hollywood film to show students how they might understand their own position as partly constructed within a dominant
eurocentric tradition and how power and authority relate to the wider society as well as to the classroom in the last section giroux
explores a number of contemporary traditions and issues including modernism postmodernism and feminism and discusses the matter
of cultural difference in the classroom finally in an essay written especially for this volume giroux analyzes the assault on education

and teachers as public intellectuals that began in the reagan bush era and continues today
study of the novels of saul bellow

this book lays bare the ideological and political character of the positivist rationality that has been the primary theoretical
underpinning of educational research in the united states these assumptions have expressed themselves in the form and content of

curriculum classroom social relations classroom cultural artifacts and the experiences and beliefs of teachers and students have existing
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radical critiques provided the theoretical building blocks for a new theory of pedagogy the author attempts to move beyond the
abstract negative characteristics of many radical critiques which are often based on false dualisms that fail to link structure and
intentionally content and process ideology and hegemony etc he also is critical of the over determined models of socialization and the
abstract celebration of subjectivity that underlies much of the false utopianism of many radical perspectives professor giroux begins to
lay the theoretical groundwork for developing a radical pedagogy that connects critical theory with the need for social action in the
interest of individual freedom and social reconstruction author note henry a giroux is assistant professor of education at boston

university he is the co editor of curriculum and instruction alternatives in education and the hidden curriculum and moral education

a timely new critique of capitalism s persistent failure to value nature capitalism is typically treated as a force for relentless
commodification yet it consistently fails to place value on vital aspects of the nonhuman world whether carbon emissions or entire
ecosystems in free gifts alyssa battistoni explores capitalism s persistent failure to value nature arguing that the key question is not
the moral issue of why some kinds of nature shouldn t be commodified but the economic puzzle of why they haven t been to
understand contemporary ecological problems from biodiversity collapse to climate change she contends we have to understand how
some things come to have value under capitalism and how others do not to help us do so battistoni recovers and reinterprets the idea
of the free gift of nature used by classical economic thinkers to describe what we gratuitously obtain from the natural world and
builds on karl marx s critique of political economy to show how capitalism fundamentally treats nature as free for the taking this
novel theory of capitalism s relationship to nature not only helps us understand contemporary ecological breakdown but also casts
capitalism s own core dynamics in a new light battistoni addresses four different instances of the free gift in political economic
thought each in a specific domain natural agents in industry pollution in the environment reproductive labor in the household and
natural capital in the biosphere in so doing she offers new readings of major twentieth century thinkers including friedrich hayek
simone de beauvoir garrett hardin silvia federici and ronald coase ultimately she offers a novel account of freedom for our ecologically
troubled present developing a materialist existentialism to argue that capitalism limits our ability to be responsible for our

relationships to the natural world and imagining how we might live freely while valuing nature s gifts
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