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i knew nothing about football before knowing cruyff pep guardiola johan cruyff is widely
regarded as one of the greatest players in football history throughout his playing career he
was synonymous with total football a style of play in which every player could play in any
position on the pitch today his philosophy lives on in teams across europe from barcelona to
bayern munich and players from lionel messi to cesc fabrecas my turn tells the story of cruyff
s life starting at ajax where he won eight national titles and three european cups before
moving to barcelona where he won la liga in his first season in 1973 and was named
european footballer of the year he won the ballon d or three times and led the dutch national
team to the final of the 1974 world cup famously losing to west germany and receiving the
golden ball as the player of the tournament off the field his life was more turbulent surviving a
kidnapping attempt and bankruptcy this honest and unflinching autobiography also explores
his life after retirement when he became a hugely successful manager of ajax and then
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barcelona when he won the champions league with a young pep guardiola in his team my
turn is the inspirational account of a legendary football hero voted european player of the
century in his own words in march 2016 cruyff died after a short battle with lung cancer
bringing world football to a standstill in an outpouring of emotions a brilliant teacher and
analyst of the game he love my turn is johan cruyff s legacy

the autobiography of dutch soccer legend johan cruyff whose remarkable life and impeccable
style have influenced star players and clubs for decades johan cruyff embodied a footballing
philosophy that now dominates coaching and playing styles in all the leading club sides
around the world you can dispute whether cruyff was the greatest player ever he was
certainly one of the top three but he is undoubtedly the player who single handedly changed
the nature of the game my turn tells the story of cruyff s remarkable career built on the
techniques he learned playing in the streets of postwar amsterdam while hoping to be
noticed by the city s famous club ajax he would eventually inspire that team to eight league
championships and three european cups he won his first of three ballons d or at twenty four
in 1971 in 1973 cruyff was sold to barcelona for a world record transfer fee he led the
catalans to victory in la liga for the first time since 1960 and went on to leave a lasting mark
on spanish soccer in the 1974 world cup cruyff propelled the dutch team to the final for the
first time cruyff s lasting influence however is not in the medals he won but in the style of play
he epitomized and then applied to the barcelona and ajax teams he coached his vision of
total football transformed the way soccer was played and its dazzling fluidity became the
basis of the most admired sides around the world he was the sport s uncompromising genius
on and off the field of play

johan cruyff biography the life and legacy of a football genius takes readers on an exhilarating
journey through the life of one of football s most influential figures from his humble beginnings
in amsterdam s working class neighborhoods to his emergence as a global icon johan cruyff
transformed football into an art form and laid the foundation for the modern game known for
his genius on the pitch his vision redefined tactics revolutionized training and brought to life
the philosophy of total football an approach that would shape some of the world s greatest
clubs and inspire generations of players and coaches this book captures not only cruyff s
incredible achievements as a player and coach but also the man behind the legend his
passion his relentless drive and his unwavering belief that football should be played with
beauty intelligence and creativity it delves into his time as the leader of the dream team at
barcelona where he turned a struggling club into a powerhouse building a culture of attacking
football that continues to resonate in stadiums around the world off the field his work in youth
development and his philanthropic efforts have left an indelible mark from his transformative
influence at ajax s academy to the lasting legacy of the johan cruyff foundation for fans of the
sport johan cruyff biography the life and legacy of a football genius offers a rare glimpse into
how one man s visionary ideas reshaped the game forever more than a biography this is a
celebration of a true pioneer whose ideas transcended football touching lives inspiring
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communities and proving that a single player can indeed change the world

this terrific biography well researched well written david winner deeply researched nicely
written and manages to get inside cruyff s very bizarre head simon kuper argumentative
brilliant arrogant visionary johan cruyff was one of the greatest footballers of all time a
worldwide phenomenon and arguably the most famous dutchman of the twentieth century
both on the pitch and from the sidelines as a coach with his brand of total football he changed
how the game was played and left a lasting legacy although cruyff led a large part of his
illustrious career and life in the spotlight in many ways cruyff the man and sportsman is still a
complete mystery based on years of extensive research this biography the first to cover all
aspects of cruyff s life and work from his key influence in the great ajax and netherlands sides
of the 1970s to his role in creating the modern footballing phenomenon that is barcelona
drawing on hundreds of interviews with friends from his childhood and school coaches
teammates on pitch opponents business associates and family members auke kok has
written the definitive biography of the skinny impish street footballer that became the genius
player inspirational manager football philosopher and commercial pioneer that was johan
cruyff

johan cruyff biography for kids the soccer genius who changed the game forever is more than
just a story about a soccer legend it s a journey of inspiration courage and creativity step into
the world of johan cruyff one of the greatest minds soccer has ever known from his humble
beginnings playing in the streets of amsterdam to becoming a global icon cruyff s life is a
testament to the power of believing in yourself and challenging the status quo this biography
isn t just for soccer fans it s for anyone who has ever dreamed of making a difference learn
how johan revolutionized the game with his visionary style of play total football and how his
daring ideas continue to shape soccer today discover how his relentless pursuit of excellence
combined with his unshakable belief in creativity and teamwork turned him into one of the
most influential figures in sports history through his story kids will learn that greatness doesn t
come from following the crowd it comes from thinking differently taking risks and embracing
failure as part of the journey johan s words and lessons inspire young readers to dream big
stay true to their passion and push their limits to achieve something truly extraordinary are
you ready to follow in the footsteps of a legend open the pages of this book and get ready to
be challenged motivated and inspired to change the world in your own unique way just like
johan cruyff you have the power to make history

a superb biography the times meijer s portrait is definitive inews ten hag may just be the man
to bring the glory days back daily star who is erik ten hag calm and cool headed he ignores
critics follows his own methods and relentlessly pursues perfection on the pitch his uncanny
ability to analyse and solve problems the process as ten hag calls it has unfailingly led to
breakthrough there is no magic there is only intelligence at work personal devotion to players
and near obsessive attention to detail at ajax ten hag brooked no dissent and moulded his
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team into a smoothly operating unit of attack his team enjoyed an astonishing run winning
three league cups in a row and reaching the champions league semi finals for the first time in
a quarter of a century along the way they produced some of the brightest and most
entertaining football seen in europe for years and throughout his first season at manchester
united he has more than made his mark he s brought a winning spirit to the club and
silverware back to the trophy cabinet maarten meijer s definitive biography follows erik ten
hag from his upbringing in the dutch countryside to his domestic triumphs and european
victories meijer s book is the ultimate guide to the man with the momentous task of beginning
a new era of great and winning football

you ve never seen football formations and tactic explored like they are in total football ever
before a must have for football experts a goalkeeper two defenders and eight attackers it s
no surprise that in the 1950s under this popular formation scores like 9 3 were common so
what changed total football tells the evolution of football tactics from the birth of total football
in the netherlands to the dominance of tiki taka in spain and brazil each chapter explores an
iconic tactic innovative graphics alongside expert text guide you through the manager
decisions that developed new formations the pure talent of players that defined each playing
style and the matches that propelled the winning tactic to legendary status sanjeev shetty
explores how each tactic works how they came to dominate and how opponents worked to
find a way to beat them from pele to messi cruyff to mourinho total football explores the
tactics that made the legends giving you a new understanding of how the beautiful game is
played

introduction sports inspire challenge and push the limits of human potential from legendary
athletes to tactical strategies from underdog victories to the mental side of the game sports
books provide valuable insights into what it takes to succeed on and off the field this guide
highlights 100 must read sports books covering biographies coaching philosophies historical
accounts and game changing strategies whether you re a fan athlete coach or someone
seeking motivation these books will deepen your love for sports and its greatest stories

the bestselling biography of the british prime minister a times book of the year a telegraph
book of the year a daily mail book of the year a waterstones book of the year required reading
for anyone who has an interest in who governs britain alastair campbell

in the summer of 2012 robin van persie or rvp as he is affectionately known by his fans made
the controversial move from arsenal to manchester united as one of the premier league s
most lethal strikers he became the gunners eighth alltime top scorer with 132 goals taking on
the captain s armband in the process but on 15 august 2012 arsenal shockingly announced
they would be selling rvp to manchester united for 24 million needing to win the hearts of his
new fans over it was important the dutch striker got off to a flying start which he duly did
scoring with his very first shot for the club against fulham and then bagging a hat trick against
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southampton a week later despite his exceptional first season with united rvp still commands
respect amongst gunners fans and indeed around the globe especially in his home country of
the netherlands as his incredible footballing prowess overcomes fierce club loyalties part of
the dutch side who were runners up in the world cup in 2010 and with over 70 appearances
for his country robin van persie is one of the modern footballing greats this is his incredible
story

a biographical record of contemporary achievement together with a key to the location of the
original biographical notes

a cumulative index to biographical material in books and magazines

an absolutely essential book for every modern football fan about the development of premier
league tactics published to coincide with 25 years of the competition

in stillness and speed one of football s most enigmatic stars finally opens up about his life and
career revealing the things that motivate and inspire him viewed by many as one of the most
influential figures in premier league history and scorer of the goal that arsenal fans voted the
best in the club s history dennis bergkamp is a true giant of the game as a youngster
bergkamp learned from the dutch master johan cruyff by the time the pupil was ready to
graduate from ajax and move abroad he was ready to spread the word but in italy he found
few willing listeners it was only when he moved to arsenal and linked up with arsene wenger
that he met someone else who shared his vision for football s possibilities bergkamp became
central to everything the club did now he had become the teacher their creative genius and
the one who inspired some of the wayward old guard to new heights helping them to seven
major trophies few footballers books make you think anew but in stillness and speed
bergkamp presents a new vision for the game and how it might be played he was a player
like no other his story is told like no other it is a book that will inspire football fans everywhere
whatever their allegiance

the colorful kickoff johan cruyff s path to greatness from the humble streets of amsterdam to
the grandest stadiums in world football johan cruyff s journey is a tapestry of determination
brilliance and unwavering passion in this vividly illustrated and colorfully narrated biography
young readers aged 7 12 are invited to follow a boy who transformed the entire sport with his
iconic vision and ingenious style at the outset we see a small johan playing with a tattered
ball on cobblestone roads his imagination ignited by the simple joy of kicking around with
friends he refused to let challenges dictate his fate neither limited finances nor naysayers
could extinguish the spark that glowed within his heart as the story unfolds each chapter
spotlights cruyff s meteoric rise revealing how he orchestrated a style of play so unique and
fluid that it inspired an entire generation of athletes his revolutionary total football philosophy
which emphasized strategy teamwork and seamless interplay astounded fans and



My Turn Autobiography Johan Cruyff

6 My Turn Autobiography Johan Cruyff

confounded opponents across the globe cruyff s unparalleled ability to read the game like a
master chess player brought new dimensions to how people viewed soccer and sports in
general but beyond the accolades and trophies readers will also explore the deeper values
that defined cruyff compassion curiosity and an insistence on fair play and creativity each
page bursts with color and excitement as lively illustrations capture not only the big moments
famous goals thunderous cheers and triumphant celebrations but also the quieter times when
the young dutch boy imagined a brighter bolder world from the confines of his neighborhood
by the story s culmination johan s determination to share his knowledge and inspire future
generations becomes clear his personal triumphs and obstacles remind us all that greatness
doesn t appear overnight but blossoms through perseverance humility and the will to stand
by what you believe in this enchanting children s biography readers will discover a lively
narrative detailing johan cruyff s early life influences and road to success a delightful
collection of fully colored pages and vibrant illustrations that bring each anecdote to life
inspirational lessons about teamwork creativity and the value of chasing your dreams tidbits
and trivia revealing lesser known facets of cruyff s character and philosophy encouraging
messages that resonate with aspiring athletes budding thinkers and curious minds alike this
book is a kaleidoscope of motivational stories and lively visuals blended to spark the
imaginations of young readers and deepen their appreciation for one of soccer s greatest
legends let your child explore the world of johan cruyff the genius whose moves on the field
left crowds speechless and whose willingness to share wisdom enriched countless young
athletes around the globe whether your child is a sports aficionado an admirer of inspirational
stories or simply eager for a hero s tale brimming with heart and color this dynamic biography
will captivate educate and enthrall from beginning to end

index to current and retrospective biographical reference sources for individuals from around
the world in various fields of activity
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