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this compact introduction to islam describes the essential aspects of islam as a living religion and
social force the book is organized around seven topics the life of muhammad islamic political
development and territorial expansion the important groupings of islamic believers sunni shi ite and
sufi the qur an the holy book of islam sunnah hadith the record of the prophet s actions and sayings
and shari ah the compilation of islamic law the five articles of faith and the so called five pillars of
islam that govern faith and action and other binding religious observances and festivals the
presentation of these seven aspects of islam strikes a balance between fact tradition current
interpretation and commentary s a nigosian underscores two fundamental points that to understand
islam properly it is necessary to see it as a major faith tradition with muhammad as the last of a
series of messengers sent by god and that to grasp the spirit of islam one must recognize its
emphasis on an uncompromising monotheism with strict adherence to certain social political and
religious practices as taught by the prophet and elaborated by tradition

the dictionary focuses primarily on the 19th and 20th centuries stressing topics of most interest to
westerners what emerges is a highly informative look at the religious political and social spheres of
the modern islamic world naturally readers will find many entries on topics of intense current interest
such as terrorism and the taliban osama bin laden and al qaida the plo and hamas but the coverage
goes well beyond recent headlines there are biographical profiles ranging from naguib mahfouz the
nobel prize winner from egypt to malcolm x including political leaders influential thinkers poets
scientists and writers other entries cover major political movements militant groups and religious
sects as well as terms from islamic law culture and religion key historical events and important
landmarks such as mecca and medina a series of entries looks at islam in individual nations such
as afghanistan the west bank and gaza bosnia herzegovina and the united states and the
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there has been a significant upsurge of western interest in the political manifestations and
significance of islam in the last decade fuelled by the notion of islamic revival the iranian revolution
and by events in countries as diverse as egypt pakistan and sudan oil power and its effect on the
international economic order the relationship of muslim countries with the superpowers and the
continuation of the arab israeli conflict have also served to focus attention on islamic politics and in
particular on the notion of islamic reassertion as the author of this book argues one result of this
interest has been the development of a view of islam as monolithic and implacable he takes a broad
view of the intellectual and cultural history of islam emphasising the extraordinary diversity of
islamic societies and the ways in which the ideal is often pragmatically adapted to reality in this
wider social and historical context the nature of islamic revival is then reassessed first published in
1988

this volume comprises case studies of five centuries of european encounters with and imaginations
of africa encompassing her triple religious heritage african traditional religions christianity and islam
the introductory chapters outline the challenges and present overviews some of them also analyze
the early accounts of european travelers and missionaries the following contributions examine the
lasting legacy of the european enlightenment in employing an ambivalent language of human
equality and universalism while in actual fact consigning africa to an inferior position it has been
difficult for western scholars to divorce themselves wholly from the perceptions thus established
however there have been quite different approaches this is indicated in the papers discussing the
role and impact of influential european academics scholars of religion theologians historians and
social scientists during the colonial and postcolonial period other contributions examine specific
institutional centers of african religious studies in europe the concluding chapters critically assess
european approaches and their use for the study of religion in africa from an african perspective

ajiss established in 1984 is a quarterly double blind peer reviewed and interdisciplinary journal
published by the international institute of islamic thought iiit and distributed worldwide the journal
showcases a wide variety of scholarly research on all facets of islam and the muslim world including
subjects such as anthropology history philosophy and metaphysics politics psychology religious law
and traditional islam issue 34 3 includes several articles book reviews as well as symposium
reports from domestic and international conferences past issues of ajiss are available to the
subscribers of periodical archives on proquest com and ebsco

an expert in the study of islam answers thirty important questions about muhammad offering a clear
and concise guide to his life and religious significance this companion volume to the author s a
concise guide to the quran answers many of the key questions non muslims have about muhammad
reveals the importance of muhammad for christian muslim and jewish muslim interfaith relations
and examines muslim and non muslim primary sources this introductory guide is written for anyone
with little to no knowledge of islam who wants to learn about muslims their beliefs and their prophet

a military historian who has written reports for the us central intelligence agency murphy
inaugurates a multi volume history of terrorism of which this is the first to appear he began in 1998
and has been revising furiously to keep up with events among his views is that extremist outsiders
soured the good relations between the crusaders and the arabs annotation copyrighted by book
news inc portland or
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