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when middlebury writing professor don mitchell was approached by a biologist with the
vermont fish and wildlife department about tracking endangered indiana bats on his 150
acre farm in vermont s picturesque champlain valley mitchell s relationship with bats
and with government could be characterized as distrustful at best but the flying rats as
mitchell initially thinks of them launched him on a series of improvements to his land
that would provide a more welcoming habitat for the bats and a modest tax break for
himself and his family whether persuading his neighbors to join him on a silent
meditation pulling invasive garlic mustard out of the ground by hand navigating the
tacit ground rules of buying an atv off craigslist or leaving just enough honeysuckle to
give government inspectors something to find mitchell s tale is as profound as it is
funny a journey that changes mitchell s relationship with chiroptera the land and
ultimately his understanding of his own past ruminating on the nature of authority the
purview of the state and the value of inhabiting one s niche mitchell reveals much about
our inner and outer landscape in this perfectly paced and skilled story of place
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this book is based upon more than two years of ethnographic fieldwork and personal
experiences with the teett it gwich in community in northern canada the author provides
insight into gwich in understandings of life as well as into historical and political
processes that have taken place in the north he outlines the development of an
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educational approach towards conducting ethnography and writing anthropological
literature starting with the premise you have to live it the book focuses on ways of
knowing and collaboration through learning and being taught by interlocutors building
on the work of tim ingold loovers investigates the notion of reading life land water and
weather as well as texts and analyses the reading of texts as acts of conversations or
correspondences

trees are now in the public eye as never before the threat of tree diseases the felling of
street trees and the challenge of climate change are just some of the issues that have
put trees in the media spotlight at the same time the trees in our parks gardens and
streets are a vital resource that can deliver environmental social and economic benefits
that make our towns and cities attractive green and healthy places ever since roman
times when amenity trees were first planted in britain caring for those trees has
required specialist skills this is mainly because of the challenges of successfully
integrating large trees into the urban environment and the risks involved in working
with them often at height and in close proximity to people buildings and roads but who
are the people with the specialist expertise to care for our amenity trees while
professionals such as horticulturists landscape architects conservationists and foresters
have a role to play it is the arboriculturists who are the tree experts for centuries
arboriculture was often synonymous with forestry or considered an aspect of
horticulture until it emerged in the nineteenth century as a separate discipline there are
now some 22 000 people employed in britain s arboricultural industry including practical
tree surgeons and arborists local authority tree officers and arboricultural consultants
this is the first book to trace the history of britain s professional tree experts from the
roman arborator to the modern chartered arboriculturist it also discusses the influences
from continental europe and north america that have helped to shape british
arboriculture over the centuries the tree experts will have particular appeal to those
interested in the natural and built environment heritage landscapes social history and
the history of gardening
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