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robert lucas is known among economists as one of the most influential macroeconomists of recent times a reputation
founded in no small part on the critical thinking skills displayed in his seminal 1990 paper why doesn t capital flow from
rich to poor countries lucas s paper tackles a puzzle in economic theory that has since come to be known as the lucas
paradox and it deploys the author s brilliant problem solving skills to explain why such an apparent paradox in fact makes
sense classical economic theory makes a simple prediction of how capital flows between countries it should it states flow
from rich to poor countries because of the law of diminishing returns on capital since poor countries have so little capital
invested in them the returns on new investment should be proportionally far better than investment in rich countries this
should mean that investors seeking new opportunities will invest in poorer countries making capital consistently flow
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from rich nations to poorer ones but problematically this is not in fact the case having defined the problem lucas did what
any good problem solver would he looked critically at the criteria involved and offered a series of possible solutions
indeed in just six pages he puts forward four hypotheses to explain the paradox s existence the popularity of his paper
and the influence it has had are also greatly magnified by careful reasoning embodied in lucas s marshalling of evidence
and his explanations of the judgements he has made

american political theorist robert dahl s 1961 work of political theory exhibits deep levels of creative thinking when dahl
wrote the american system of liberal democracy was generally considered to be shaped by a small group of powerful
individuals who dominate because they are wealthy and influential but by connecting the evidence in a new way in who
governs dahl argued convincingly against this view dahl suggested that power is actually distributed among a number of
competing groups and that each of those groups seeks to influence decisions he puts forward a definition of political
power as the ability to make others do what you want them to concluding that while most people do not actively
participate in politics and so do not exert a direct influence power is still fragmented and citizens do indirectly shape
decision making dahl s novel explanation of the existing evidence emerged from a study of three areas of policy making
in the city of new haven political nominations urban redevelopment and public education his research revealed that
different people wielded power in each area and that only the mayor whose power is checked by those who vote for him
was  powerful  in  all  three  these  new  connections  allowed  dahl  to  arrive  at  fresh  conclusions  and  convincingly
demonstrated that the us operates a pluralist system in which power is divided between different interest groups

there are few better examples of analysis the critical thinking skill of understanding how an argument is built than robert
dahl s democracy and its critics in this work the american political theorist closely analyzes the democratic political
system and then evaluates whether the arguments that are in favor of it are in fact rigorous dahl sets out to describe
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democracy s merits and problems asking if it really is the worthwhile political system we believe it to be knowing that the
idea of democracy is now almost universally popular his detailed analysis leads him to look at a number of regimes that
claim  to  be  democratic  but  do  not  in  truth  practice  democracy  but  dahl  is  not  only  interested  in  uncovering
uncomfortable truths he goes further and creates a set of standards by which we can all decide whether a country really
is democratic dahl s analysis of the evidence leads him to conclude that the following criteria must be met for a regime to
be considered truly democratic  elected officials  control  policy making there are free and fair  elections of officials
everyone must have a right to vote everyone has the right to run for office there is freedom of speech alternative
information is available and people can form free independent political groups

american political  scientist robert putnam wasn t the first person to recognize that social  capital  the relationships
between people that allow communities to function well is the grease that oils the wheels of society but by publishing
bowling alone he moved the debate from one primarily concerned with family and individual relationships one that
studied the social capital generated by people s engagement with the civic life putnam drew heavily on the critical
thinking skill of interpretation in shaping his work he took fresh looks at the meaning of evidence that other scholars had
made too many assumptions about and was scrupulous in clarifying what his evidence was really saying he found that
strong social capital has the power to boost health lower unemployment and improve life in major ways as such any
decrease in civic engagement could create serious consequences for society putnam s interpretation of these issues led
him to the understanding that if america is to thrive its citizens must connect

robert o keohane s after hegemony is both a classic of international relations scholarship and an example of how creative
thinking can help shed new light on the world since the end of world war ii  the global political landscape had been
dominated by two superpowers the usa and the ussr and the tense stand off of the cold war but as the cold war began to
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thaw  it  became  clear  that  a  new  global  model  might  emerge  the  commonly  held  belief  amongst  those  studying
international relations was that it was impossible for nations to work together without the influence of a hegemon a
dominant international power to act as both referee and ultimate decision maker this paradigm neorealism worked on
the basis that every nation will do all it can to maximize its power with such processes only checked by a balance of
competing powers keohane however examined the evidence afresh and came up with novel explanations for what was
likely to come next he went outside the dominant paradigm and argued for what came to be known as the neoliberal
conception of international politics states keohane said can and will cooperate without the influence of a hegemonic
power so long as doing so brings them absolute gains in the shape of economic and cultural benefits in keohane s highly
creative view the pursuit of national self interest leads naturally to international cooperation and to the formation of
global regimes such as the united nations that can reinforce and foster it

robert m grant combines a highly accessible writing style with a concentration on the fundamentals of value creation and
an emphasis on practicality in this leading strategy text in this new edition several topics have increased emphasis
including platform based competition and ecosystems of  related industries  the role  of  strategy making processes
practices mergers acquisitions and alliances and additional emphasis on strategy implementation
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