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this book embraces the idea that in today s complex world multiple emerging perspectives are
critical to the design fields the environment and society it also brings authors into conversation
to focus on the built environment from the perspective of critical practice the authors take as a
starting point jane rendell s ground breaking work which defines critical spatial practice as self
reflective modes of  thought that  seek to change the world in opposition to conventional
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conceptions of  architectural  education and work this  book reflects  how socially  engaged
architects landscape architects designers urbanists and artists take up critical spatial practice
bridging ideas from multiple countries and approaches to design scholarship each chapter
seeks to find places of convergence for the multiple strands that form around themes of
practice equality methods theory ethics pedagogy and representation rendell s foreword and
postscript provide context for these themes and suggest a way forward in today s challenging
changing times

this  inspiring  and thought  provoking  book  explores  how recent  innovations  in  landscape
architecture  have  uniquely  positioned  the  practice  to  address  complex  issues  and
technologies  that  affect  our  built  environment  the  changing  and  expanding  nature  of
landscape make it more important than ever for landscape architects to seek innovation as a
critical component in the forward development of a contemporary profession that merges
expansive ideas and applications the editors  bring together  leading contributors  who are
experts in new and pioneering approaches and technologies within the fields of academic and
professional landscape architecture the chapters explore digital technology design processes
and theoretical queries that shape the contemporary practice of landscape architecture topics
covered include digital design fabrication and prototyping emerging technology visualization
of  data system theory concluding the book are case studies looking at  the work of  two
landscape firms peg and mykd and two academic departments illinois institute of technology
and the rhode island school of design which together show the novel and exciting directions
that landscape is already going in

modernity was critically important to the formation and evolution of landscape architecture yet
its histories in the discipline are still being written this book looks closely at the work and
influences of some of the least studied figures of the era established and less well known
female  landscape  architects  who  pursued  modernist  ideals  in  their  designs  the  women
discussed  in  this  volume  belong  to  the  pioneering  first  two  generations  of  professional
landscape architects  and were outstanding in  the field  they not  only  developed notable
practices but some also became leaders in landscape architectural  education as the first
professors  in  the  discipline  or  prolific  lecturers  and  authors  as  early  professionals  who
navigated the  world  of  a  male  dominated intellectual  and menial  work  force  they  were
exponents of modernity in addition many personalities discussed in this volume were either
figures of transition between tradition and modernism like silvia crowe maria teresa parpagliolo
or they fully embraced and furthered the modernist agenda like rosa kliass cornelia oberlander
the chapters offer new perspectives and contribute to the development of a more balanced
and integrated landscape architectural historiography of the twentieth century contributions
come from practitioners and academics who discuss women based in usa canada brazil new
zealand south africa the former ussr sweden britain germany austria france and italy ideal
reading for those studying landscape history women s studies and cultural geography
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landscape is a vital synergistic concept which opens up ways of thinking about many of the
problems which  beset  our  contemporary  world  such as  climate  change social  alienation
environmental  degradation  loss  of  biodiversity  and  destruction  of  heritage  as  a  concept
landscape does not respect disciplinary boundaries indeed many academic disciplines have
found the concept so important it  has been used as a qualifier that delineates whole sub
disciplines landscape ecology landscape planning landscape archaeology and so forth in other
cases landscape studies progress under a broader banner such as heritage studies or cultural
geography yet it does not always mean the same thing in all of these contexts the routledge
companion to landscape studies offers the first comprehensive attempt to explore research
directions into the many uses and meanings of landscape the companion contains thirty nine
original contributions from leading scholars within the field which have been divided into four
parts experiencing landscape landscape culture and heritage landscape society and justice
and  design  and  planning  for  landscape  topics  covered  range  from  phenomenological
approaches to landscape to the consideration of landscape as a repository of human culture
from ideas of identity and belonging to issues of power and hegemony and from discussions of
participatory planning and design to the call  for  new imaginaries in a time of global  and
environmental  crisis  each  contribution  explores  the  future  development  of  different
conceptual and theoretical approaches as well as recent empirical contributions to knowledge
and  understanding  collectively  they  encourage  dialogue  across  disciplinary  barriers  and
reflection upon the implications of research findings for local national and international policy
in relation to landscape this companion provides up to date critical reviews of state of the art
perspectives  across  this  multifaceted  field  embracing  disciplines  such  as  anthropology
archaeology  cultural  studies  geography  landscape  planning  landscape  architecture
countryside  management  forestry  heritage  studies  ecology  and  fine  art  it  serves  as  an
invaluable point of reference for scholars researchers and graduate students alike engaging in
the field of landscape studies

twenty two essays that provide a forum for assessing the tenets accomplishments and limits of
modernism in landscape architecture and for formulating ideas about possible directions for
the future of the discipline these twenty two essays provide a rich forum for assessing the
tenets  accomplishments  and  limits  of  modernism  in  landscape  architecture  and  for
formulating ideas about possible directions for the future of the discipline during the 1930s
garrett eckbo dan kiley and jamesrose began to integrate modernist architectural ideas into
their work and to design a landscape more in accord with the life and sensibilities of their time
together with thomas church whose gardens provided the setting for california living they laid
the foundations for  a  modern american landscape design this  first  critical  assessment  of
modem landscape architecture brings together seminal articles from the 1930s and 1940s by
eckbo  kiley  rose  fletcher  steele  and  christopher  tunnard  and  includes  contributions  by
contemporary writers and designers such as peirce lewis catherine howett john dixon hunt
peter walker and martha schwartz who examine the historical and cultural framework within
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which modern landscape designers have worked there are also essays by lance neckar reuben
rainey gregg bleam michael laurie and marc treib that discuss the designs and legacy of the
americans tunnard eckbo church kiley and robert irwin dorothée imbert takes up pierre emile
legrain  and  french  modernist  gardens  of  the  1920s  and  thorbjörn  andersson  reviews
experiments with stylized naturalism developed by erik glemme and others in the stockholm
park system

landscape  architecture  and  digital  technologies  explores  how  digital  technologies  are
reshaping  design  and  making  in  landscape  architecture  while  the  potentials  of  digital
technologies  are  well  documented  within  landscape  planning  and  visualisation  their
application within design practice is far less understood this book highlights the role of the
digital model in encouraging a new design logic that moves from the privileging of the visual to
a focus on processes of formation bridging the interface of the conceptual and material the
virtual  and the physical  drawing on interviews and projects from a range of  international
designers including snøhetta arup gustafson porter aspect studios grant associates catherine
mosbach philippe rahm parkkim laac and peg office of landscape architecture among others
the authors explore the influence of parametric modelling scripting real time data simulation
prototyping fabrication and building information modelling on the design and construction of
contemporary  landscapes  this  engagement  with  practice  is  expanded  through  critical
reflection from academics involved in landscape architecture programs around the world that
are reshaping their  research and pedagogy to reflect  an expanded digital  realm crossing
critical  theory  technology and contemporary  design  the  book constructs  a  picture  of  an
emerging  twenty  first  century  practice  of  landscape  architecture  practice  premised  on
complexity and performance it  also highlights the disciplinary demands and challenges in
engaging with a rapidly evolving digital context within practice and education the book is of
immense value to professionals and researchers and is a key publication for digital landscape
courses at all levels

the theme is related to large parks on post industrial sites in contemporary urban landscape
conceptions which is expounded in the fields of landscape architecture landscape ecology
and urban  planning  a  worldwide  perspective  is  created  so  as  to  conduct  cross  cultural
research on the theories and practices of large scale urban parks in north america germany
and china through the scientific approach of critical rationalism three design paradigms of
large parks in different conceptions of contemporary urban landscapes are formulated based
on quantitative and qualitative analysis  which are classified as the organic parks of  north
american landscape urbanism the structural parks of german landscape structuralism and the
large parks of chinese urban inventory renewal by means of critical thinking in diverse cultural
interpretations the research aims to reveal remarkable similarities and differences between the
cultures in the western world according to their understanding of landscapes coherent vs
creative landscape and ecology representation vs metaphor and landscape and life diversity
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vs unpredictability  through theoretical  analysis  and case studies  it  demonstrates  that  the
international park paradigms characterised by complexity diversity sustainability appropriation
and identity can influence various socio cultural ecological and aesthetic developments finally
the analytical  results  of  the two park paradigms in western countries are adopted in the
examination of landscape architectural park models and urbanistic theoretical frameworks in
china this monograph is written primarily for scholars professionals and students in the fields of
landscape architecture urban planning and architecture the book involving in depth analysis
about urban parks green open spaces green infrastructure and post industrial landscapes will
have international appeal it will appeal to readers at different levels above all it may be of
interest to professionals who are concerned with the topics urban parks and post industrial
landscapes as well as chinese scholars and experts particularly those looking at china s urban
renewal and the ongoing transformation of post industrial sites at different scales this book will
have strong implications for relevant urban landscape practices in china furthermore it will be
supported by the author s colleagues from various countries such as germany italy usa canada
brazil  and  china  moreover  students  to  whom  the  author  teaches  courses  of  landscape
architecture history and theory and landscape planning and design at bucea as well as the
international students at collaborative classes organized by bucea tum and polimi politecnico
di milano italy are encouraged to read this book

generally considered to be america s foremost postwar landscape architect daniel urban kiley
s earlier work is not well known this book focuses on several of his more creative projects from
the 1940s and 1950s including more elaborate alternate plans

in the era of  the anthropocene site matters are more pressing than ever building on the
concepts theories and multi disciplinary approaches raised in the first edition this publication
strives to address the changes that have taken place over the last 15 years with new material
to complement and re position the initial volume reaching across design disciplines this highly
illustrated anthology assembles essays from architects landscape architects urban designers
planners historians and artists to explore ways to physically and conceptually engage site
thoughtful discourse and empirically grounded pieces combine to provide the language and
theory to contextualize the meanings of site in the built environment the increasingly complex
hybridity  of  constructed  environments  today  demands  new  tools  for  thinking  about  and
working  with  site  drawing  contributions  from  outside  and  within  the  traditional  design
disciplines this edition will trace important developments in site thinking with new essays on
topics such as climate change landscape as infrastructure shifts  from global  to planetary
urbanization debates and the proliferation of participatory site transformation practices edited
by two leading practitioners and academics site matters juxtaposes timeless contributions
from individuals including elizabeth meyer robert beauregard and robin dripps with original
new writings from peter marcuse jane wolff neil brenner and thaisa way amongst others to
recontextualize and reignite the debate around site an ideal text for students academics and
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researchers interested in site and design theory

this book is about materials the fundamental properties and technical aspects are reviewed
within a context of a material s history the theories of its meaning and making and its use
information about the sustainability aspects of each material is included as a critical necessity
in construction innovative design comes from an understanding of materials for what they are
how they have been used in the past and how they can support human activity the author
provides essential information to students and professionals concerned with advancing their
design  at  a  time  when  the  consumption  of  natural  resources  and  the  consequences  of
wasteful practices are of urgent concern instructors considering this book for use in a course
may request an examination copy here

landscape and agency explores how landscape as an idea a visual medium and a design
practice is organized appropriated and framed in the transformation of places from the local to
the global it highlights how the development of the idea of agency in landscape theory and
practice can fundamentally change our engagement with future landscapes including a wide
range of international contributions each illustrated chapter investigates the many ways in
which the relationship between the ideas and practices of landscape and social and subjective
formations and material processes are invested with agency they critically examine the role of
landscape  in  processes  of  contemporary  urban  development  environmental  debate  and
political agendas and explore how these relations can be analysed and rethought through a
dialogue between theory and practice

basic theoretical texts for landscape architects

this open access book traces the development of landscapes along the 414 kilometer china
laos railway one of the first infrastructure projects implemented under china s belt and road
initiative bri and which is due for completion at the end of 2021 written from the perspective of
landscape architecture and intended for planners and related professionals engaged in the
development  and  conservation  of  these  landscapes  this  book  provides  history  planning
pedagogy and interdisciplinary  framing for  working alongside the  often  opaque planning
design and implementation processes of large scale infrastructure it complicates simplistic
notions of  development and urbanization frequently reproduced in the laos china frontier
region many of the projects and sites investigated in this book are recent firsts in laos laos s
first wildlife sanctuary for trafficked endangered species its first botanical garden and its first
planting plan for a community forest most often the agents and accomplices of neoliberal
development the planning and design professions including landscape architecture have little
dialogue with either the mainstream natural sciences or critical social sciences that form the
discourse of  projects  in  laos and comparable contexts  covering diverse conceptions and
issues of development including cultural and scientific knowledge exchanges between laos
and china nature tourism connectivity and new town planning this book also features nine
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planning proposals  for  laos  generated through this  research initiative  since the railway s
groundbreaking in 2016 each proposal promotes a wider landscape approach to development
and deploys landscape architecture s spatial  and ecological acumen to synthesize critical
development studies with the planner s capacity if not naive predilection to intervene on the
ground ultimately this book advocates the cautious engagement of the professionally oriented
built  environment  disciplines  such  as  regional  planning  civil  engineering  and  landscape
architecture with the landscapes of development institutions and environmental ngos
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