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this controversial review of history challenges accepted notions of fdr s behavior on

the eve of world war ii by depicting him not as a blind follower reluctant to act but as

the most cunning anti nazi statesman of his time

after adolf hitler attacked poland on september 1 1939 igniting world war ii it fell to

president franklin d roosevelt to keep his nation neutral while preparing it for war

when japan s surprise attack on pearl harbor brought that war to america his strong

steady leadership guided it through all but four months of the most brutal war in the

history  of  the  world  through  full  color  and  black  and  white  photos  informative

sidebars and engaging narrative readers gain insight into roosevelt s administration

and the people who advised him as well as the combat and political strategies of

the war itself and its legacy
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bogen handler om truslen imod den civile søfart og træfninger mellem amerikanske

og tyske flådeenheder og især i nordatlanten forud for pearl harbor og det politiske

efterspil derpå den handler defor samtidig om de to statsmænd hitler og roosevelt

deres signaler og gøremål i en krig som foreløbig var uerklæret uofficiel

two depression battered nations confronted destiny in 1932 going to the polls in their

own  way  to  anoint  new  leaders  to  rescue  their  people  from  starvation  and

hopelessness america would elect a congress and a president ebullient aristocrat

franklin roosevelt or tarnished wonder boy herbert hoover decadent divided weimar

germany  faced  two  rounds  of  bloody  reichstag  elections  and  two  presidential

contests  doddering reactionary paul  von hindenburg against  rising radical  hate

monger  adolf  hitler  the  outcome  seemed  foreordained  unstoppable  forces

advancing  upon  crumbled  disoriented  societies  a  merciless  great  depression

brought greater perhaps hopeful perhaps deadly transformation fdr s new deal and

hitler s third reich but neither outcome was inevitable readers enter the fray through

david pietrusza s page turning account roosevelt s fellow democrats may yet halt

him at a deadlocked convention 1928 s democratic nominee al smith harbors a

grudge against his one time protege press baron william randolph hearst lays his

own plans to block roosevelt s ascent to the white house fdr s politically inspired

juggling of a new york city scandal threatens his juggernaut in germany the nazis

surge at the polls but twice fall short of reichstag majorities hitler tasting power after

a lifetime of failure and obscurity falls to hindenburg for the presidency also twice

within the year cabals and counter cabals plot secrets of love and suicide haunt

hitler yet guile and ambition may yet still prevail 1932 s breathtaking narrative covers

two epic stories that possess haunting parallels to today s crisis filled vortex it is an

all too human tale of scapegoats and panaceas class warfare and racial politics of

a  seemingly  bottomless  depression of  massive  unemployment  and hardship  of

unprecedented public works infrastructure programs of business stimulus programs

and damaging allegations of political cronyism of waves of bank failures and of

mortgages foreclosed of washington bonus marches and berlin street fights of once

solid  financial  empires  collapsing  seemingly  overnight  of  rapidly  shifting  social

mores and of mountains of irresponsible international debt threatening to crash not

just mere nations but the entire global economy it is the tale of spell binding leaders

versus bland businessmen and out of touch upper class elites and of two nations

inching to safety but lurching toward disaster it is 1932 s nightmare with lessons for

today

in 1940 the us army signal intelligence service broke the japanese diplomatic code in

1975 oshima hiroshi japan s ambassador to berlin during world war ii  died never
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knowing that the hundreds of messages he transmitted to tokyo had been fully

decoded by the americans and whisked off to washington providing a major source

of information for the allies on nazi activities

the second world war was caused by one man adolf hitler winston churchill franklin

delano roosevelt and joseph stalin were called on by history to stop this menace in

this book which includes new material the background attitude and personalities of

these men are explored in detail

throughout his presidency franklin roosevelt was determined to pursue a peaceful

accommodation with an increasingly powerful soviet union an inclination reinforced

by the onset of  world war roosevelt  knew that defeating the axis powers would

require major contributions by the soviets and their red army and so despite his

misgivings about stalin s expansionist motives he pushed for friendlier relations yet

almost from the moment he was inaugurated lower level officials challenged fdr s

ability  to carry out this  policy mary glantz  analyzes tensions shaping the policy

stance of the united states toward the soviet union before during and immediately

after world war ii focusing on the conflicts between a president who sought close

relations between the two nations and the diplomatic and military officers  who

opposed them she shows how these career officers were able to resist and shape

presidential policy and how their critical views helped shape the parameters of the

subsequent cold war venturing into the largely uncharted waters of bureaucratic

politics  glantz  examines  overlooked  aspects  of  wartime  relations  between

washington and moscow to highlight the roles played by u s personnel in the u s s r

in formulating and implementing policies governing the american soviet relationship

she takes readers into the american embassy in moscow to show how individuals

like ambassadors joseph davies lawrence steinhadt and averell harriman and u s

military  attachs  like  joseph  michela  influenced  policy  and  reveals  how  private

resistance sometimes turned into public dispute she also presents new material on

the controversial  military  attach lend lease director  phillip  faymonville  a  largely

neglected officer  who understood the  soviet  system and supported roosevelt  s

policy  deftly  combining  military  with  diplomatic  history  glantz  traces  these

philosophical and policy battles to show how difficult it was for even a highly popular

president like roosevelt to overcome such entrenched and determined opposition

although he reorganized federal offices and appointed ambassadors who shared his

views in the end he was unable to outlast his bureaucratic opponents or change

their minds with his death anti soviet factions rushed into the policymaking vacuum

to become the primary architects of truman s cold war containment policy a case

study in foreign relations high level policymaking and civil military relations fdr and
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the soviet union enlarges our understanding of the ideologies and events that set the

stage for the cold war it  adds a new dimension to our understanding of  soviet

american relations as it  sheds new light on the surprising power of those in low

places

the  year  was  1932  at  age  fourteen  robert  beir  s  journey  through  life  changed

irrevocably when a classmate called him a dirty jew suddenly beir encountered the

belligerent poison of anti semitism the safe confines of his upbringing had been

violated the pain that he felt at that moment was far more hurtful than any blow its

memory would last a lifetime beir  s experiences with anti  semitism served as a

microcosm for  the anti  semitism among the majority  of  americans that  year a

politician named franklin delano roosevelt ascended to the presidency over the next

twelve years he became a scion of optimism and carried a refreshing unbridled

confidence in a nation previously mired in fear and deeply depressed his policies

and ethics saved the capitalist system his strong leadership and unwavering faith

helped to defeat hitler the jews of america revered president roosevelt to a young

robert beir roosevelt was an american hero in mid life however beir experienced a

conflict new research was questioning roosevelt s record regarding the holocaust he

felt compelled to embark on a historian s quest asking only the toughest questions of

his  childhood hero including how much did president roosevelt  know about the

holocaust what could roosevelt have done why wasn t there an urgent rescue effort

in answering these questions and others robert beir has done a masterful job this

book is graphically written well researched and provocative the portrait depicted of

a man he once thought to be morally incorruptible amidst a circumstance of moral

bankruptcy is truly unforgettable

depicts the events of 1932 marking the ascent of two political powers that would

shape the rest of the twentieth century to come

with innovative style and thorough scholarship warlords tells the story of world war ii

through the eyes and minds of its four great leaders adolf hitler franklin roosevelt

winston churchill  and joseph stalin  while  their  nations battled in  the field  these

warlords of the twentieth century waged a private war of the mind from whitehall

and  washington  to  the  wolf  s  lair  and  the  kremlin  warlords  documents  their

psychological battles and the attempts to outthink and outfight one another like a

cinematic thriller rapidly cutting from one man to the next the narrative reveals each

leader as they face history s greatest conflict and each other

a gripping and groundbreaking account of how all but one of fdr s ambassadors in

europe misjudged hitler and his intentions as german tanks rolled toward paris in
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late may 1940 the u s ambassador to france william bullitt was determined to stay

put holed up in the chateau st firmin in chantilly his country residence bullitt told the

president  that  he  would  neither  evacuate  the  embassy  nor  his  chateau  an

eighteenth renaissance manse with a wine cellar of over 18 000 bottles even though

we have only two revolvers in this entire mission with only forty bullets as german

forces closed in on the french capital bullitt wrote the president in case i should get

blown up before i see you again i want you to know that it has been marvelous to

work for you as the fighting raged in france across the english channel ambassador

to great britain joseph p kennedy wrote to his wife rose the situation is more than

critical it means a terrible finish for the allies david mckean s watching darkness fall

will  recount the rise of the third reich in germany and the road to war from the

perspective of four american diplomats in europe who witnessed it firsthand joseph

kennedy william dodd breckinridge long and william bullitt  who all  served in key

western european capitals london berlin rome paris and moscow in the years prior

to world war ii in many ways they were america s first line of defense and they often

communicated with  the president  directly  as  roosevelt  s  eyes and ears  on the

ground unfortunately most of them underestimated the power and resolve of adolf

hitler and germany s third reich watching darkness fall is a gripping new history of

the years leading up to and the beginning of wwii in europe told through the lives of

five well educated and mostly wealthy men all vying for the attention of the man in

the oval office

building on the premise that the 20th century has witnessed the rise of the rhetorical

presidency ryan parses the public addresses of a master persuader overall fdr s

verbal gifts strengthened his hand while enriching the language of american politics

ryan examines the mechanics of a typical roosevelt speech considering such factors

as intonation rhythm and choice of metaphor as well as roosevelt s incomparable

body language these are the best  parts  of  the book ryan effectively  treats  the

question of authorship arguing that although fdr wrote little of his own material his

speeches  bore  a  distinct  roosevelt  imprint  ryan  s  work  makes  clear  why  the

packaging of a speech must be considered as significant as its substance choice

this thought provoking study makes a unique contribution to the literature on franklin

d roosevelt by focusing on his presidential rhetoric unlike previous works on roosevelt

this volume demonstrates how he tried to persuade the public and the congress

what rhetorical techniques he used how he attempted to manage the reception of

his messages through the press and the media and what the effect was of his

oratorical endeavors it examines his leading orations on national and international

issues his persuasive campaign strategies and tactics his four inaugural addresses
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and his unsuccessful speeches against the supreme court and in the purge it further

demonstrates how contemporary americans responded to and received roosevelt s

rhetoric

offering dual biographies of the two great world war ii leaders the author follows

both as they are shaped by personal social and historical events into the men they

became reprint
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