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the united states is known as a country that has been highly antagonistic to
socialism of  any  form socialists  in  the  united  states  have  tended  to  be
political outsiders mounting criticisms of the government without serving in
elected  office  themselves  however  from  around  1900  to  1920  socialist
politicians in the united states were prominent and active at the municipal
level  holding office  as  government  insiders  socialist  mayors  in  over  two
hundred  small  cities  across  the  united  states  brought  meaningful
improvements in the quality of life for people in their communities playing an
important  role  in  this  period  s  municipal  reform movement  despite  the
limitations of being associated with a minority party particularly a party that
divided over whether to pursue elected office in the united states these
mayors pushed for reforms challenged the status quo and held their own in
demonstrating the ability to govern socialist mayors in the united states is
the first comprehensive study of nationwide socialist activity at the municipal
level during the progressive era it is a unique study of the socialist mayors in
this  period their  election how they  approached their  job  and what  they
accomplished berman offers a fresh look at the nature of the socialist party
by focusing on its municipal program interaction with non socialist municipal
reformers local political operations and the tensions within the party as it
delved into political action on this level socialist mayors in the united states
is  an  illumination  of  seldom  explored  political  and  governmental
characteristics of medium and small towns often very small towns where
socialists enjoyed most of their successes
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socialist cities is a comparative treatment of grass roots socialist successes it
marks the first comprehensive look at the urban working class base of the
american socialist movement in the early part of the century and reveals the
importance  of  municipal  politics  as  an  organizing  strategy  the  author
assesses the reactions of both workers and non workers to the party and
provides a fresh perspective on the perennial question of why socialism failed
in america he demonstrates that the subtle and ongoing dialogue between
the party s own internal theoretical and tactical weaknesses and the broader
class and structural obstacles against which it struggled contributed to its
failure

includes separately paged junior union section

steven  soifer  evaluates  the  role  local  electoral  politics  can  play  in
incorporating democratic socialist principles into the united states in this
work a case study of the administration of burlington vermont mayor bernard
sanders soifer examines a contemporary experiment in municipal socialist
politics the socialist mayor is based on over eighty interviews with people
both inside and outside the sanders administration the book explores how the
mayor and members of the burlington progressive coalition were elected and
re elected several times and assesses possibilities for implementing socialism
on the municipal level  the introductory chapter lays out a historical  and
theoretical framework for discussing municipal socialism in the united states
subsequent chapters address the conditions surrounding sanders election the
success of the progressive coalition and development and growth issues the
workings of  democracy under a socialist  administration are examined by
focusing on electoral involvement neighborhood groups and tenants issues
questions  of  ownership  are  examined  through  the  use  of  several  case
examples such as the attempt to municipalize the city s privately owned cable
company the topic of taxes and quality of life issues are fully explored as is
sanders unique concern with the central american peace movement the book
concludes with a detailed discussion of sanders influence on vermont politics
and his  position within  the socialist  spectrum this  book takes  on added
significance in light of sanders november 1990 election to the u s house of
representatives the first socialist to be elected to congress since the 1940s
soifer s study will be an important resource for courses in political science
and municipal  government  as  well  as  a  valuable  addition  to  public  and
academic libraries

the story of the socialist insurgency in the toughest mining town in the west
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quality free eBooks, including classics
and public domain works. However,
make sure to verify the source to
ensure the eBook credibility.
Can I read eBooks without an eReader?4.
Absolutely! Most eBook platforms offer
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