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presents a collection of essays analyzing angelou s story i know why the caged bird sings also includes a chronology of events in the author s life

with the continued expansion of the literary canon multicultural works of modern literary fiction and autobiography have assumed an increasing importance for students and scholars of american literature this exciting new series

assembles key documents and criticism concerning these works that have so recently become central components of the american literature curriculum each casebook will reprint documents relating to the work s historical context and

reception present the best in critical essays and when possible feature an interview of the author the series will provide for the first time an accessible forum in which readers can come to a fuller understanding of these contemporary

masterpieces and the unique aspects of american ethnic racial or cultural experience that they so ably portray perhaps more than any other single text maya angelou s i know why the caged bird sings helped to establish the mainstream

status of the renaissance in black women s writing this casebook presents a variety of critical approaches to this classic autobiography along with an exclusive interview with angelou conducted specially for this volume and a unique
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drawing of her childhood surroundings in stamps arkansas drawn by the angelou herself

maya angelou s autobiography i know why the caged bird sings was nominated for a national book award yet in 1995 it topped the list of books most frequently challenged in schools and libraries this interdisciplinary collection of

documents and commentary explores the historical and social context as well as the contemporary issues and controversies raised by angelou s autobiography a rich resource for teachers and students it will help to enhance the reader s

understanding of the historical and social forces that shaped maya angelou s experience race relations in the pre civil rights south segregated schools the african american church and the african american family it also examines the

issue of childhood sexual abuse the inclusion of which has been the basis of most of the challenges to the autobiography and the issue of the work s censorship since its publication this rich resource begins with a literary analysis of

the structure and dramatic elements of angelou s autobiography as well as discussion of the genre of autobiography subsequent chapters include introductions and documents that provide insight into the topics of race relations

lynchings and racial etiquette the education of african americans in the south in the 1930s particularly county training schools like the one angelou attended the otherworldliness emotion and music of the african american church

african american women as nurturers and the effect of frequent migration on children such as angelou information from the national center on child abuse and neglect which puts the sexual abuse angelou experiences in a broader

context and many news stories regarding censorship attempts on i know why the caged bird sings documents in the work include newspaper articles interviews and first person narratives government documents excerpts from books

and journals and legal statutes study questions ideas for project topics and suggested readings conclude each chapter and further enhance the usefulness of this interdisciplinary research tool for students and teachers

this title includes in depth critical discussions of maya angelou s novel maya angelou s i know why the caged bird sings took the world by storm when it was published in 1969 as it shot to the top of best seller lists it made angelou

one of the most recognized black women in america despite controversy over its frank depiction of sexual abuse the autobiography is still widely read in high schools and colleges across the country three decades after it was published

readers continue to admire angelou s artistry wit and indomitable spirit edited by mildred r mickle assistant professor of english at penn state greater allegheny this volume brings together a variety of critical offerings on angelou s

famous autobiography mickle s introduction pays tribute to angelou s achievement and examines the inspiration she drew from phillis wheatley s civil rights advocacy as well as the similarities between caged bird and harriet jacobs

incidents in the life of a slave girl and paul lawrence dunbar s poetry the paris review s christopher cox reminds readers of how revolutionary angelou s autobiography was when it was published and recounts the comments angelou

made on her work in an interview with george plimpton four original essays by amy sickels pamela loos neil heims and robert c evans provide valuable context for reader s new to angelou s work sickels discusses the historical events

that surround angelou s life the civil rights black power and black arts movements as well as the emergence of black women s literature with the first publications of toni morrison nikki giovanni alice walker and lucille clifton loos

provides a survey of the major pieces of criticism on caged bird paying special attention to the book s early reception and how it fits in the autobiographical genre and slave narratives as well as issues of race gender aesthetics and

identity neil heims discusses the struggle for a black identity through readings of both caged bird and james baldwin s if beale street could talk finally robert c evans examines the role that both formal and informal education play in

the young maya s maturation the collection also includes ten previously published essays that examine caged bird through a variety of lenses critics examine the character of young maya noting how her rootlessness contributes to her

perseverance and adaptability as well as how angelou s narrative technique allows her to recount the details of incredible life without being controlled by them the book s treatment of sexual abuse is also investigated in the larger
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context of other black women s narratives of sexual abuse other critics attend to caged bird s place in the genre of ethnic autobiography and the particular challenges it presents to teachers seeking to expose students multicultural

literature the childhood roots of angelou s political activism the influence of blues music on the narrative s structure and the young maya s relationships with the black community literature and the women in her life

synopsis here is a book as joyous and painful and as mysterious and memorable as childhood itself i know why the caged bird sings captures the longing of lonely children the brute insult of bigotry and the wonder of words that can

make the world right maya angelou s first memoir published in 1969 is a modern american classic beloved worldwide sent by their mother to their devout self sufficient grandmother in a small southern town maya and her brother

bailey endure the ache of abandonment and the prejudice of the local powhitetrash when she journeys at eight to her mother s side in st louis she is attacked by a man many times her age years later in san francisco she learns about

love for herself and has to live with the consequences for a lifetime the kindness of others maya s own strong spirit and the ideas of great authors i met and fell in love with william shakespeare will allow her to be free instead of

imprisoned poetic and powerful now in a beautiful keepsake edition i know why the caged bird sings will touch hearts and change minds as long as people read

discusses the life and work of the well known writer entertainer and political activist maya angelou

includes a brief biography of maya angelou thematic and structural analysis of the work critical views and an index of themes and ideas

each entry contains information about the author s life plot summary characters themes styles historical context critical overview and criticism

niyi osundare is one of nigeria s most prominent writers and a winner of the commonwealth poetry prize and the noma award for publishing in africa 1991 moonsongs won honourable mention in the 1989 noma award the main body

of the poems is given harmony by being centred on the image of the moon thirty six poems explore original themes and imagery enhanced by the rhythms of the language
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