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one of the most famous literary critics of the twentieth century edward said s work has been
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hugely influential far beyond academia as a prominent advocate for the palestinian cause and
a noted music critic said redefined the role of the public intellectual in his books as scholarly
as they are readable he challenged conventional critical demarcations between disciplines his
major opus orientalism is a key text in postcolonial studies that continues to influence as well
as challenge scholars in the field conor mccarthy introduces the reader to said s major works
and examines how his work and life were intertwined he explains recurring themes in said s
writings on literature and empire on intellectuals and literary theory on music and on the israel
palestine conflict this concise informative and clearly written introduction for students
beginning to study said is ideally set up to explain the complexities of his work to new

audiences

edward said is one of the foremost thinkers writing today his work as a literary and cultural
critic a political commentator and the champion of the cause of palestinian rights has given
him a unique position in western intellectual life this new book is a major exploration and
assessment of his writings in all these main areas focusing on said s insistence on the
connection between literature politics and culture kennedy offers an overview and assessment
of the main strands of said s work drawing out the links and contradictions between each area
the book begins with an examination of orientalism one of the founding texts of post colonial
studies kennedy looks at the book in detail probing both its strengths and weaknesses and
linking it to its sequel culture and imperialism she then examines said s work on the
palestinian people with his emphasis on the need for a palestinian narrative to counter pro
israeli accounts of the middle east and his searing criticisms of us israeli and even arab
governments the book closes with an examination of said s importance in the field of post
colonial studies notably colonial discourse analysis and post colonial theory and his
significance as a public intellectual this book will be of great interest to anyone studying post
colonialism literary theory politics and the middle east as well as anyone interested in said s

writings

when constance garnett s translations 1910 20 made dostoevsky s novels accessible in
england for the first time they introduced a disruptive and liberating literary force and english
novelists had to confront a new model and rival the writers who are the focus of this study
lawrence woolf bennett conrad forster galsworthy and james either admired or feared
dostoevsky as a monster who might dissolve all literary and cultural distinctions though their
responses differed greatly these writers were unanimous in their inability to recognize

dostoevsky as a literary artist they viewed him instead as a psychologist a mystic a prophet
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and in the cases of lawrence and conrad a hated rival who compelled creative response this
study constructs a map of english modernist novelists misreadings of dostoevsky and in so
doing it illuminates their aesthetic and cultural values and the nature of the modern english

novel

during the 1820s and 30s nautical melodramas reigned supreme on london stages
entertaining the mariners and maritime workers who comprised a large part of the audience for
small theatres with the same sentimental moments and comic interludes of domestic
melodrama mixed with patriotic images that communicated and reinforced imperial themes
however generally the study of british theatre history moves from medieval and renaissance
plays directly to the realism and naturalism of late victorian and modern drama readers
typically encounter a gap between restoration and eighteenth century plays like those of oliver
goldsmith and richard brinsley sheridan and late nineteenth plays by henrik ibsen and oscar
wilde nineteenth century drama with the possible exception of plays by byron shelley and
wordsworth remains all but invisible until recently melodramatic plays written and performed
during this gap received little scholarly attention but their value as reflections of britain s
promulgation of imperial ideology and its role in constructing and maintaining class gender and
racial identities have given discussions of melodrama force and momentum the plays in
included in these three volumes have never appeared in a critical anthology and most have
not been republished since their original nineteenth century editions each play is transcribed
from the original documents and includes an author biography a headnote about the play itself
full annotations with brief definitions of unfamiliar vocabulary and explanatory notes
comprehensive editorial apparatus details the nineteenth century imperial naval political and
social history relevant to the plays nautical themes as well as discussing nineteenth century
theatre history melodrama generally and the nautical melodrama in particular contemporary
theatre practices acting audiences staging lighting special effects are also examined an
extensive bibliography of primary and secondary texts a complete index and contemporary
images of the actors theatres stage sets playbills costumes and locales have been compiled to

aid study further the appendices include maps of britain europe and the east and west indies
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