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for today s readers to understand the history of sociological theories more is
required than a knowledge of formal propositions and theoretical structures in
this impressive and enduring text coser elucidates his examination of the
ideas of fifteen influential sociological thinkers with a discussion of the social
and intellectual circumstances that surrounded them each of the first fourteen
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chapters follows a parallel organization the first section is a capsule summary
of the scholar s work his main orientations ideas and contributions next is a
short sketch of his life his struggles and successes the influences of his family
peers and superiors and his involvement in community affairs the third section
locates him and his work in the texture of a particular moment in intellectual
history the concluding section addresses sociological questions such as what
were the social origins of the theorist did crucial events e g war depression
revolution help fashion his orientations in ways similar to those of others in his
generation the final chapter presents a less detailed discussion of major
american theorists whose theories emerged between the 1940s and 1960s

in this second volume of main currents of sociological thought raymond aron
continues the analysis begun in the first volume of the great doctrines of
historical sociol ogy aron explores the work of three figures who profoundly
shaped sociology as it entered the twentieth century emile durkheim the great
french theorist of consensus who continued auguste comte s quest for a
science of society and a scientific validation of morality vilfredo pareto the
italian neo machiavellian who mocked traditional mo rality and humanitarian
pretensions and emphasized the oligarchic or elitist character of all societies
and the german sociologist max weber who reflected continuously on the
relationship between science and action filled with deep foreboding about the
pros pects for human freedom in an age marked by bureaucratization and
rationalization aron presents rich portraits of these three thinkers drawing
from them what remains of enduring worth even as he distances himself from
durkheim s project for a science of society pareto s exaggerated critique of
humanitarianism and weber s tragic pessimism aron s book is essential for
clarifying his profound indebtedness to and crucial divergences from the
thought of max weber the sociologist par excellence in aron s view together
with volume 1 which treats the work of montesquieu comte marx and
tocqueville it forms the definitive survey of the great social thinkers to date
yet as daniel j mahoney and brian ¢ anderson explain in their introduction
main currents is more than a survey it is above all a challenge to
contemporary social science to retain the ambition of an older philosophically
informed sociology to present an interpretation of modern society and to
reflect on the meaning of universal history

m created

this book provides complete systematic expositions of the classical
sociological thinkers theories and concepts from the 18th century
enlightenment to the 20th century it features broad extended and balanced
coverage of both the european theorists of social structure as well as the
classical american theorists of social psychology covers montesquieu
rousseau mary wollstonecraft bonald and maistre saint simon auguste comte

Masters Of Sociological Thought Ideas In Historical And Social Context Lewis
2 A Coser



Masters Of Sociological Thought Ideas In Historical And Social Context Lewis A
Coser

alexis de tocqueville harriet martineau harriet taylor and john stuart mill karl
marx frederick engels max weber gaitano mosca robert michels Emile
durkheim karl mannheim charles sanders peirce william james john dewey
george herbert mead for anyone interested in classical social theory and
classical principles of social psychology

this is the second of raymond aron s classic two volume survey of the
sociological tradition arguably the definitive work of its kind aron explores the
work of three figures who profoundly shaped sociology as it entered the
twentieth century Emile durkheim who continued auguste comte s quest for a
science of society and a scientific validation of morality vilfredo pareto the
italian neo machiavellian who emphasized the oligarchic or elitist character of
all societies and the german sociologist max weber who reflected critically on
the prospects for human freedom in an age marked by bureaucratization and
rationalization aron presents rich portraits of these three thinkers drawing out
the enduring insights that remain in their work at the same time he reflects
critically on durkheim s project for a science of society pareto s critique of
humanitarianism and weber s tragic pessimism above all the book is
remarkable for demonstrating aron s lifelong indebtedness to and divergence
from the thought of max weber the sociologist par excellence in aron s view
this routledge classics edition includes an introduction by daniel j mahoney
and brian c anderson

rather than a work of theory itself explorations in classical sociological theory
seeing the social world is an insightful work that invites students to think
creatively reflexively and critically about their social worlds written in a
conversational tone that lifts the veil of theoretical jargon explorations in
classical sociological theory introduces students to the major classical
theorists including marx spencer durkheim weber simmel mead schutz gilman
and du bois this text focuses on the individual perspective of each theorist
rather than schools of thought and uses the provocative ideas of modernity
and postmodernity to help students understand how the theoretical historical
perspectives apply to their own time period

the book deals with all aspects of sociological theories in detail from auguste
compte to arnold j toynbee in the introductory chapter 1 various aspects of
social thought have been described in an excellent manner in the following
chapters the contributions of great sociologists like auguste compte karl marx
herbert spencer sorokin max weber cooley talcott parsons vilfredo pareto
emile durkheim ferdinand tonnies george simmel thorstein veblen robert k
merton and arnold j toynbee have been discussed in a clear and lucid way
special importance has been given to karl marx and emile durkheim in chapter
3 and 10 respectively and their various theories have been given in a graphic
manner so as to meet the requirements of the students of political science
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and public administration in particular and other students in general

designed to help students discover and foster a natural interest in sociology
the story of sociological theory contextualizing social thinkers introduces
students to key sociological concepts and theories in a highly approachable
way the opening chapter defines sociology explains why we study sociology
and presents a brief history of social theory each proceeding chapter focuses
on a general theme and provides readers with the context and ideas from
influential thinkers students read about the works of herbert spencer william
graham sumner and ludwig gumplowicz related to the interplay of genetics
and sociology they engage with max weber s ideas surrounding verstehen
charles ellwood s thoughts on group behavior and karl marx s theory of
change additional chapters address feminist theory postmodernism and
poststructuralism throughout the book chapter introductions comprehension
questions critical thinking questions summaries and recommended reading
lists provide valuable context enrich the learning experience and encourage
further exploration of the subject matter the story of sociological theory
provides students with an accessible introduction to the discipline and also
effectively demonstrates how sociological thought is woven into our everyday
lives the text is an excellent resource for undergraduate programs and
courses in sociology and sociological theory

a collection of the most relevant and noteworthy works of classical sociological
thinkers in one single volume over the years many textbooks have been
written about the troika of sociological geniuses marx durkheim and weber too
often however these works have been mere distillations of the views of the
great thinkers they did not intend nor could they hope to capture the
subtleties and nuances of the original texts with the publication of ian
mcintosh s classical sociological theory a reader extracts of the most relevant
and noteworthy works of the classical sociological thinkers are available for
the first time in a single volume here we find lengthy excerpts from marx s
communist manifesto and the german ideology weber s protestant ethic and
the spirit of capitalism durkheim s the division of labour in society and suicide
a study in sociology generous portions of fifteen other texts are included here
as well as selected correspondence of karl marx each extract is prefaced by
an introduction which provides the reader with essential background
information on each author s weltanschauung without telling the student what
to think or encapsulating the excerpt to follow brief biographies of the
principals and guides for further reading provide the student with a frame of
reference for the texts classical sociological theory a reader is not a
replacement for the full texts in the original it is however an enticement
whetting the appetite for further exploration of the masters of sociological
thought

Masters Of Sociological Thought Ideas In Historical And Social Context Lewis
4 A Coser



Masters Of Sociological Thought Ideas In Historical And Social Context Lewis A
Coser

in a history of social thought emory s bogardus offers an insightful
examination of the evolution of social theories that have shaped human
societies the book meticulously delves into the contributions of various
thinkers contextualizing their ideas within historical movements and cultural
frameworks with a clear and accessible literary style bogardus crafts a
narrative that not only chronicles social thought from ancient times to
contemporary theory but also engages readers in critical analysis encouraging
them to reflect on the complex interplay between society and thought emory s
bogardus was a prominent sociologist whose academic career spanned
several decades punctuated by a commitment to understanding social
dynamics in a rapidly changing world his extensive research and engagement
with different social sciences influenced his perspectives on how ideologies
shape societal structures his background in sociology and education allowed
him to synthesize diverse viewpoints and present them in a cohesive manner
making the text not only informative but also impactful for both scholars and
students alike this book is highly recommended for anyone seeking a
comprehensive overview of social theory and its historical context bogardus s
work serves not just as a valuable academic resource but also as a thought
provoking narrative that fosters a deeper understanding of the foundations of
contemporary social issues

published in 1998 the fundamental forms of social thought is a valuable
contribution to the field of sociology and social policy

the second volume of the landmark study examining the work of sociology s
defining thinkers from the turn of the nineteenth century to the interwar
period main currents in sociological thought remains a foundational synthesis
in the field in this second and final volume of his classic survey raymond aron
explores the work of three figures who profoundly shaped sociology as it
entered the twentieth century durkheim who continued comte s quest for a
science of society and a scientific validation of morality pareto the italian neo
machiavellian who emphasized the elitist character of all societies and weber
the german sociologist who reflected critically on the prospects for human
freedom in an age of disenchantment bringing together penetrating
intellectual portraits of these great thinkers and close readings of their most
consequential texts main currents in sociological thought highlights the
historical and intellectual context within which each man wrote and draws out
their works enduring insights and influence in the field today
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