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there is a myth that lingers around legal education in many democracies that myth
would have us believe that law students are admitted and then succeed based on
raw merit and that law schools are neutral settings in which professors also selected
and promoted based on merit use their expertise to train those students to become
lawyers based on original empirical research this book investigates this myth from
myriad perspectives diverse settings and in different nations revealing that
hierarchies of power and cultural norms shape and maintain inequities in legal
education embedded within law school cultures are assumptions that also stymie
efforts at reform the book examines hidden pedagogical messages showing how
presumptions about theory s relation to practice are refracted through the
obfuscating lens of curricula the contributors also tackle questions of class and
market as they affect law training finally this collection examines how structural
barriers replicate injustice even within institutions representing themselves as
democratic and open revealing common dynamics across cultural and institutional
forms the chapters speak to similar issues and to one another about the influence of
context images of law and lawyers the political economy of legal education and the

agency of students and faculty
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the entity that became the yale law school started life early in the nineteenth century
as a proprietary school operated as a sideline by a couple of new haven lawyers the
new haven school affiliated with yale in the 1820s but it remained so frail that in 1845
and again in 1869 the university seriously considered closing it down from these
humble origins the yale law school went on to become the most influential of
american law schools in the later nineteenth century the school instigated the
multidisciplinary approach to law that has subsequently won nearly universal
acceptance in the 1930s the yale law school became the center of the jurisprudential
movement known as legal realism which has ever since shaped american law in the
second half of the twentieth century yale brought the study of constitutional and
international law to prominence overcoming the emphasis on private law that had
dominated american law schools by the end of the twentieth century yale was
widely acknowledged as the nation s leading law school the essays in this collection
trace these notable developments they originated as a lecture series convened to
commemorate the tercentenary of yale university a distinguished group of scholars
assembled to explore the history of the school from the earliest days down to
modern times this volume preserves the highly readable format of the original
lectures supported with full scholarly citations contributors to this volume are robert
w gordon laura kalman john h langbein gaddis smith and robert stevens with an

introduction by anthony t kronman

the past two decades have seen an outpouring of work in legal theory that is self
consciously critical of aspects of american law and the institutions of the liberal
state in this lively volume eminent scholars in philosophy law and political science
respond to this recent scholarship by exploring what constitutes a radical critique of
the law examining such theories as critical legal studies feminist theory and theories
of difference and critical race theory the authors consider whether the critiques
advanced in recent legal theory can truly be called radical and what form a radical
critique of american law should take writing at the cutting edge of the critique of

critical legal theory they offer insights first on critical legal scholarship then on
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feminist political and legal theory a third group of contributions questions the
radicalness of these approaches in light of their failure to challenge fundamental
aspects of liberalism while a final section focuses on current issues of legal reform
through critical views on criminal punishment including observations on rape and
hate speech each major essay describes the underlying principles in the
development of a radical legal theory and addresses unresolved questions relating
to it while accompanying commentaries present conflicting views the resulting
dialogue explores wide ranging issues like equity value relativism adversarial and
empathic legal advocacy communitarianism and the social contract impartiality
and contingency natural law and corrective justice a common thread for many of
the articles is a focus on the social dimension of society and law which finds the
individualism of prevailing liberal theories too limiting radical critiques of the law is
particularly unique in presenting critical and feminist approaches in one volume
along with skeptical commentary about just how radical some critiques really are
proposing alternative critiques that embody considerably greater promise of being
truly radical it offers provocative reading for both philosophers and legal scholars by

showing that many claims to radicalism are highly problematic at best
announcements for the following year included in some vols

the fifth edition of this successful book continues to demystify the process of
studying law and performing in law examinations students are shown how to
organise their study habits by applying exam techniques this edition has been

completely revised in line with recent legislation and case law
research in labour law western europe yugoslavia usa australia references

announcements for the following year included in some vols
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