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linguistics an introduction to linguistic theory is a textbook written for introductory courses
in linguistic theory for undergraduate linguistics majors and first year graduate students by
twelve major figures in the field each bringing their expertise to one of the core areas of the
field morphology syntax semantics phonetics phonology and language acquisition in each
section the book is concerned with discussing the underlying principles common to all
languages showing how these are revealed in language acquisition and in the specific
grammars of the world s languages key book features written by twelve linguists all
internationally recognized as leaders in their fields of specialization exercises and data
analysis problems within and at end of each chapter help students learn what it means to
actually do linguistics includes the latest developments in theoretical linguistics for example
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optimality theory other pedagogical tools include extensive glossary of key terms chapter
summaries further reading lists

in linguistic theory robert de beaugrande analyses linguistic theories not as abstract ideas or
theses but as the process and product of theoretical discourse he argues that the best
documentation of this discourse can be found in the fundamental works of major linguists
from ferdinand de saussure to teun van dijk and walter kintsch he therefore employs the
highly unusual strategy of a close reading of these works as discourse performances and
strives to uncover their main points and characteristic moves in the linguist s own words
through this approach the reader is able to appreciate and understand the variety and
controversy among linguistic theories as they have emerged and developed in interaction
with each other special scrutiny is allocated to the issue of how far the active practice of the
linguists followed their own theories and proposals and why the author concludes by
assessing the prospects for linguistics to be drawn from the retrospect in the previous
chapters

in a controversial look at the study of linguistics today mortéza mahmoudian examines
twentieth century theories of language in light of empirical evidence in the past linguists
have had to choose between a general linguistic theory aimed at universal explanatory
power and specific limited linguistic models arguing that at various levels of linguistic
analysis different theories offer more or less explanatory power mahmoudian makes a
persuasive case for an integrated approach incorporating the strengths of both methods the
author begins with the identification of principles which despite differences in terminology
are held in common by most twentieth century linguists he shows the implications merits
and shortcomings of the major schools of linguistic thought as well as the techniques one
can use in gathering data ranging over a wide variety of international linguistic thinking
mahmoudian takes up the question of what he calls experimentation or the extent to which
the application of certain linguistic theories have validity in constucting models
simultaneously a survey of the current state of linguistic theory and a case for the necessity
of empirical verification in linguistics modern theories of language builds a bridge across the
gulf between many long standing conflicts in the theory of language accessibly written this
provocative work predicts future theorerical and epistemological developments and will
prove essential reading for students and scholars of linguistics as well as specialists in
cognitive psychology and romance languages

linguistic theory in america

papers based on a lecture series presented at the fifth international seminar in linguistic
theory tokyo 1970 sponsored by the tokyo institute for advanced studies of language

karl bihler 1879 1963 was one of the leading theoreticians of language of the twentieth
century although primarily a psychologist bihler devoted much of his attention to the study
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of language and language theory his masterwork sprachtheorie 1934 quickly gained
recognition in the fields of linguistics semiotics the philosophy of language and the
psychology of language this new edition of the english translation of biihler s theory begins
with a survey on bihler s legacy for modern linguistics werner abraham followed by the
theory of language and finally with a special postscript twenty five years later achim
eschbach bihler s theory is divided into four parts part i discusses the four axioms or
principles of language research the most famous of which is the first the organon model the
base of bihler s instrumental view of language part ii treats the role of indexicality in
language and discusses deixis as one determinant of speech part iii examines the symbolic
field dealing with context onomatopoeia and the function of case part iv deals with the
elements of language and their organization syllabification the definition of the word
metaphor anaphora etc the text is accompanied by an introduction achim eschbach
translator s preface donald fraser goodwin glossary of terms and a bibliography of cited
works

in linguistic theory robert de beaugrande analyses linguistic theories not as abstract ideas or
theses but as the process and product of theoretical discourse he argues that the best
documentation of this discourse can be found in the fundamental works of major linguists
from ferdinand de saussure to teun van dijk and walter kintsch he therefore employs the
highly unusual strategy of a close reading of these works as discourse performances and
strives to uncover their main points and characteristic moves in the linguist s own words
through this approach the reader is able to appreciate and understand the variety and
controversy among linguistic theories as they have emerged and developed in interaction
with each other special scrutiny is allocated to the issue of how far the active practice of the
linguists followed their own theories and proposals and why the author concludes by
assessing the prospects for linguistics to be drawn from the retrospect in the previous
chapters

for roy harris the fundamental problem about linguistics is that it has been led astray by the
fact that we are capable intellectually of decontextualising our own verbal behaviour a whole
interlocking system of doctrines about forms meanings and communication has arisen
designed to support the idea that one particular kind of decontextualising analysis is a
prerequisite for rather than a retrospective reflection on that behaviour against this in 13
essays collected here for the first time harris argues for a fresh start which recognises that
we create language as we go both as individuals and as communities just as we create our
social structures forms of artistic expression moral values and everything else we call
civilisation if harris s thought can be put in a nutshell it is that all utterances whether written
or spoken have to appear in a context and that context is an integral part of the utterance
there is no such thing as a contextless utterance

in ideology and linguistic theory two students of principals on both sides of the argument
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geoffrey j huck and john a goldsmith reappraise the outcome of the deep structure debate

this volume presents essays by some of the leading figures in the vanguard of theoretical
linguistics within the framework of universal grammmar one of the first books to adopt the
minimalist framework to syntactic analysis it includes a central essay by noam chomsky on
the minimalist program and covers a range of topics in syntax and morphology contributors
luigi burzio héctor campos noam chomsky joseph e emonds robert freidin james harris ray
jackendoff paula kempchinsky howard lasnik claudia parodi carlos piera a carlos quicoli
dominique sportiche esther torrego

linguistic theory refers to the study and development of formal frameworks that aim to
explain the structure function and evolution of language it encompasses a wide range of
theoretical approaches that seek to understand the underlying principles governing language
including its sound phonology structure syntax meaning semantics and use pragmatics
major linguistic theories such as generative grammar functionalism and structuralism offer
different perspectives on how language is organized and how it functions in communication
this book is a compilation of chapters that discuss the most vital concepts in the field of
linguistic theory it attempts to understand the multiple branches that fall under the discipline
and how such concepts have practical applications this book with its detailed analyses and
data will prove immensely beneficial to professionals and students involved in this area at
various levels

language and context breaks new ground in our understanding of the relationship between
register genre and context leckie tarry argues convincingly and engagingly for a functional
theory of language which specifies register in terms of contextual and linguistic features and
which suggests a discursive relationship between the two moving beyond the limits of much
of today s theory this accessible volume develops a theoretical understanding of the
relationship between text context langage function and linguistic form helen leckie tarry a
specialist in the area of register and applied linguistics died in 1991 aged 49 although she
had finished a large part of this work her notes and draft chapters have been extensively
edited by professor david birch david birch is currently professor of communication and
media studies at central queensland university australia and previously taught at murdoch
university western australia and the national university of singapore

most of the papers collected in this volume concentrate on the history of linguistic ideas in
france and italy in the modern period from the renaissance to the present day some of them
are specifically focused on the links between the two traditions of reflection on language the
contributions have a common methodological outlook the authors do not believe that the
history of linguistic ideas is a separate activity from research on language or that it is
marginal with respect to the latter on the contrary they are convinced that in contemporary
research into language we can still discern the influence positive or negative as this may be
of factors deriving from the sometimes distant past a historical analysis of these factors

4 Logical Structure Of Linguistic Theory



Logical Structure Of Linguistic Theory

whether it rejects them as superseded or redefines them in order to elicit the fruitful
suggestions they may still contain has a contribution to make to the progress of theory
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